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be mid to live aa itrictly to the rule of their uinled and 
leaned fboiider [Lignori] hi imy of the numeroiu orders that 
adorn the Catholic Churdi. la it anf wonder then that their 
auGCeai ia » eminent ? Everj/ Jevout Cdlholic can reserl 
ailh pUaittrabie motioru la Iht vritrngi </ Si. Alphotuui 
M. de lAfftiori. /n Iht livei and amvtriaiumi t(f tht 
Fatbtri ef hit order, it «<iy Irvlg bt taid me have Hting 
iUuttraiient of ftu fiiity Meal, and leaming. It is now about 
twelve montlii ago that God directed the iteps of theae holy 
men to tbe scene of their prcwnt lafaonra at Gapham, the 
terieil hotbed i^ " Evanffelicalum ' (o be found annuihere 
in England, not excepting that of Cheltenham." — FTom the 
Roman (hthvlw '^f r 1 21 ^^^1 e TaBLBT," Jprii 3 1 , 1 849. 
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TO THE READER. 



At the request of friends, I have collected and 
re-arranged for publication, in the present form, the 
following Letters which appeared in successive 
numbers of the " Historic Times." With a few 
trifling additions, the letters are as they appeared 
in that Journal. The notes I have since added. 

A few words in explanation of the circumstances 
which led to the publication of the Letters, may 
not be considered out of place. 

Li the Roman Catholic Journal ^' Thb Tablet " 
of the 12th of May last, the following advertisement 
appeared : — 

CATHOLIC REPOSITORY, 

J. BURNS, 17, PORTMAN STREET, PORTMAN SQUARE. 

Just, ready. 

A Beautiful Image of St. Joseph, after a new model, 26 
inches high, to match the images of Our Lady, already on sale, 
14s.; in coloured plaster, ITs., painted and gilt. A specimen 
may now be seen at Mr. Burns' Rooms, and a supply will be 
ready in a very few days. Three or four other New Images 
will also be ready shortly. 

Mr. B. has on hand a large and varied Assortment of 
Rosaries, firom the commonest up to the most expensive. 

Good strong Beads for distribution among the Poor, Four- 
teen Pencv a dozen, or 136. a gross. The same, in a nice red 
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colour, Is. 4d. a dozen. Better qualities at all prices — Is. 6dy 28. 
2b. 6d., 38. per dozen, with the usual allowance per gross. 

RosABiES of the Seven Dolours, very neat, 9d. each ; also 
the Crown of the B.y,M. (Chaplet of the Immaculate Ck>ncep- 
tion), 4d., &c. &c. 

Crucifixes for Distribution, at all prices; a very strong ^ 

brass Crucifix, 4d., or Ss. 6d. a dozen. (3^ inches long.) 

An Aocx)unt of the Foub Scapulars — Moimt Carmel, Our 
Lady of Dolours, the Immaculate Conception, and the Blessed 
Trinity; with the IncTulgence attached to them, &c., 2d., or 
12s. per hundred. 

An Account of the Scapular of the Passion. In red 
cover. Id., or 7s. per hundred. 

Scapulars of all kinds. Id. on linen, or beautifully made 
up, 4d., or 3s. 6d. per dozen and upwards. 

*«* Mr. B. is now building, and hopes soon to open a new 
Warbroom for Articles of Catholic Dbtotion. He will 
then make it his business to keep a foil supply of every thing 
which can be required in that department, and also in Foreign 
and English Devotional Literature. 

An announcement of a New Wareboom fob 
THE Sale op Articles op Catholic Devotion <| 

in a Protestant Country is sufficiently startling, but 
the public sale of Scapulars in London, was more 
than I had ever expected to see; for I did think 
that this masterpiece t)f Popish mummery and 
absurdity (to use the mildest terms) would have 
been confined to the Continent and to Priest-ridden 
Ireland. The above advertisement is, I believe, the 
first public announcement in England for the sale i 

of these miracle-working pieces of rag, and I was 
therefore, most anxious to ascertain how far they 
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were patronized by Dr. Wiseman and the Romish 
Clergy. With this view I wrote to Mr. Burns 
on the 13th of May last, requesting him to let me 
know whether the "Accounts" advertized by him 
«had the sanction of the Roman Catholic Clergy in 
London. In answer, Mr. Bums wrote to inform 
me that the " four Scapulars were conferred by the 
Redemptorist Fathers of St. Mary's, Park Road, 
Clapham, under whose superintendence the little 
book is published." I then addressed myself to the 
"Redemptorist Fathers'* by letter, giving my 
proper name and address, informing them that I 
had purchased a Scapular and a copy of the " Devo- 
tions," and requested to know, — Firsts What form 
was necesaary in order to be invested with the 
Scapular. Secondly, The expense attending the 
investment ; and Thirdly, Whether the Scapular 
and publication in question were recognized by Dr. 
Wiseman and the Roman Catholic clergy in London. 
To this I received the following reply : — 

Mt DEAB Sm(!) St, Mary's, Clapham, I7th May, 1849. 

Li reply to your letter of the 16th inst., I beg to 
sjij that the form to go through in order to be 
invested with the four scapulars, consists in some 
prayers and blessings recited by the priest upon the 
person to be invested with the scapulars. No 
particular offering is requested except a trifle which 
will be thankfully accepted as a compensation for 
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the scapulars which are given. No offering at all 
is to be made if you bring the scapulars, which you 
can get from Mr. Burns, Bookseller, 17, Portman 
Street. 

I remain your humble servant in Christ, ^ 

E. de BUGGENOMS. 

The most material question in my letter Ji)eing 
left unanswered, I -wrote again on the l7th May, 
thanking Mr. Buggenoms for his prompt reply, and 
again inquired whether " the accounts and invest- 
ment were recognized by Dr. Wiseman and the 
clergy in London,'** on which I received the most 
explicit reply, which is introduced verbatim at the 
end of Letter I. 

Having thus fully satisfied myself that the " De- 
votions of the Scapular " and the sale of the mirac- 
ulous pieces of rag were issued under the authority 
of the Roman Catholic clergy in England, the 
editor and proprietor of the Historic Times most 
readily allowed me, through the medium of the 
columns of that excellent Protestant Journal, to 
make known to the public the practical working of 
Romanism in England, as exemplified in the '^ De- 
votions;** 

I have principally confined myself to the critical 
examination of the *' Devotions of the Scapular ;** 
but inasmuch as the "Redemptorists** have publicly 
declared themselves to be the ^^holy and zealotis 
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children of St Liguori" who live *^a* strictly to 
the rule of their sainted and learned founder as 
any of the numerous orders that adorn the Catholic 
churchy^ and we have in these gentlemen of the 
Retreat, ^^ living illustrations of his \^Liguori^s'\ 
piety, zeal, and learning ;" and are further assured 
that " every devout catholic can revert with plea- 
surable emotions to the writings of St, Alphonsus 
M, de Liguoriy* I have not considered it inappro- 
priate to the subject briefly to examine a few 
passages from Liguori's " Glories of Mary," a work 
in high repute, if we can judge from the fact of its 
having gone through numerous editions ; and from 
his " Moral Theology," the canon law of the Church 
of Rome. Two editions of this work are now on 
sale at Messrs. Burns, the Mechlin edition of 1845, 
and the Turin edition of 1847—48. The latter 
edition is published under the direct patronage and 
authority of the present Pope of Rome, as appears 
by his letter to the publishers set out in full, bear- 
ing his signature. 

To have made this Pamphlet more complete I 
should have dedicated a larger portion of it to the 
examination of the " Moral Theology," thereby 
giving a clearer insight into the nature of the 
practical theology taught by the " Redemptorists ;" 
but this has been rendered unnecessary since the 
Rev. R. P. Blakeney, of Nottingham, that zealous 
champion of the truth, has already most ably 
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exposed the fearful and soul-destrojring system^ 
taught bj the Roman Catholic church, of which, in 
this work, Liguori is the acknowledged exponent.f 
The objection cannot be taken by the Redempto- 
rist Fathers that an anonymous writer was unde- 
serving of their attention. Thej, as well as Dr. 
Wiseman (to whose works I have had occasion to 
refer) have been abeadj made acquainted with mj 
name and address. Nor have I thought it necessary 
to offer any apologies to the reader for withholding 
my name, as not only am I no aspirant to literary 
fame, but the work itself (such as it is) does not 
require any further authentication, being, to a con- 
siderable extent from the very nature of it, a com- 
pilation of authorities ; and the references, having 
been carefully examined, will speak for themselves. 

O. XI. C 
February y 1850. 

* Awful Disclosure, being extracts, translated from the 
Moral Theology of Alphonsus Liguori, who was canonized in 
the year 1839, with remarks thereon, by the Rev. R. P. 
Blakeney, A.B., Incumbent of Hyson Green, Notts. Sold at 
No. 8, Exeter Hall, London, price 2s. 6d. The profits of this 
work are given towards the erection of the Protestant Hall, 
Nottingham. 

t See " Lives of the Modem Saints." Richardson, London, 
1847. Life of Liguori, vol. ii. cap. xxxviii., and vol. iii. cap. 
xxi., and vol. iv. cap. xx. This edition has the direct sanction 
and imprimatur of Dr. Wiseman. 
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LETTER L 

TO THB EDITOB OF THE "HISTORIC TIMES.*' 

Sib, — ^A short time since I brought under the 
notice of jour readers, under the above title, the 
printed circular of " The Confraternity of the Holy 
and Lnmaculate heart of Marie," established at Seel 
Street, Liverpool, for the purpose of granting both 
limited and plenary Indulgences to the members of 
the -4rcA-confratemity.* We have now a kindred 

♦ (Fr<m the Historic Times of 23rd March, 1849. Letter 

referred to above.) 

ROMANISM IN ENGLAND. 

Sia.-~The lukewann and self-contented professors of the 
present day, would endeavour to persuade^ *' enlightened and 
right-minded Protestants" that the Roman Catholic religion is 
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establishment at Clapham — St. Mary's Park Road. 
The " Redemptorist Fathers," " Fathers of the Con- 
gregation of the Most Holy Redeemer," as they 

not vhat it used to be ; that the days of religious bigotry are 
passed away ; that we have no reason to fear that Romanism 
can have sway over the minds of our matter-of-fact English- 
men ; and that extravagances in worship, if existing at all, are 
confined to the Continent. In answer to this, I would beg the 
** enhgktened mid right-minded Protestants" to examine what 
is going on in our <fwn country at the present time, and judge 
for themselves. 

I have just returned from a part of the country where Popery 
Is making desperate efforts to propagate the grossest supersti- 
tions. The worship of the Virgin Mary is one of those extrava- 
gances which the Romish clergy seem to delight in inculcating ; 
and, applicable to this subject, I b^ to subjoin a copy of a 
paper in extensive circulation. It is issued by '^ the Confrater- 
nity of the Holy and Immaculate Heart of Marie." The 
docmnent is headed with a picture of the Virgin, and printed in 
ornamental and coloured type, and is in the foUowiug words : — 

^ OONFBATBRiriTT OF THE HOLT AND IMMACULATE HEART OF 

MARIE, ESTABLISHED AT ST. PBTEr's, SEEL STREET, LIVER* 

POOL, ON THE FEAST OF THE SEVEN DOLOURS, 1845. 

'' The Arch-confraternity under this title was established at 
Paris, in the church of Notre Dame des Victoires, December 
Srd, 1836. 

** It was approved by the Pope on the 24th April, 1838, with 
the privilege of aggregating to itself similar confraternities. 

" That of St. Peter^s, Liverpool, is aggregated to it. 

" ADMISSION. 

*0n the of 18 , was 

admitted as a member of the Confraternity of the Holy and 
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Btjle themselves, are armed with powers far beyond 
the conception of our Bible-read matter-of-fact Pro- 
testants. To participate in the favours of this 

Immaculate Heart of Marie, for the conversion of Burners, esta- 
bliahed at St. Peter^s, Seel Street, Liverpool. 

f Director. 

''The members are invited to make offerings for the ex- 
penses of the CoDfraternity. 

''objects of the oonfratkrnitt. 

" I. To obtain, by the intercession of the Blessed Viigin, the 
conversion of siimers. 

"II. To honour with especial devotion the Holy and Imma- 
culate Heart of Marie. 

"ESSBltTIAL PRACTICE OF DEVOTION. 

" To recite once every day the ' Ave Maria,' adding to it * O 
Marie, refuge of sinners, pray for us.' 

"devotions EARNESTLY RECOMMENDED. 

" I. To consecrate every morning all the good thoughts, 
words, and actions of the day to God, through the patronage of 
the Blessed Virgin, for the objects of the Confraternity. 

" II. To wear the medal of the Immaculate Conception. [ !] 

" III. To recite frequently the Prayer of St Bernard, ' Re- 
member, O most Holy Virgin Marie, that no one ever had 
recourse to your protection, implored your help, or sought your 
mediation, without obtaining relief. Confiding, therefore, in 
your patronage, behold me, a penitent sinner, beseeching you to 
adopt me for your child, and take upon you the care of my 
eternal salvation. O Mother of Jesus, despise not my petition, 
but mercifully hear and grant it.' 

** IV. To honour the Blessed Virgin «» a particular way on 
all Saturdays. 
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establishment, it is first necessary to be inducted 
into the order by the presentation of the Scapular^ 
the badge of the confraternity. These Scapulars 

** v. To approach the SacmmentB frequently, especially on 
feasts of the Blessed Yiigin and the days of Indulgences^ aa 
follows : — 

''PLENABT INDULGBNCBB^ 

" Granted to the members with the usual conditions^ of con* 
fession, communion, and prayer, for the wel&re of the Churchy 
and for the Pope*s intention, [?] 

'' Indulgences may be gained by the members. 

** I. On the day of registration. 

<* II. On the Sunday before Septnagesima Sunday (the prin- 
cipal feast of the Confraternity). 

" III. On the feast of the Circumcision of our Lord. 

'*iy. On the Purification, Annunciation, Assumption, Con- 
oeption, Dolours, and Nativity of our Blessed Lady. 

^ y . On the conversion of St. Paul (January 25), and Mary 
Magdalen (July 22). 

*^ VI. On the anniversary of their Baptism. 

'< VII. At the hour of death. 

'* VII I. On any two day 9 in each months applicable to souls 
in Purgatory. 

** The weekly Mass on Saturday is offered up for three ends : — 

** I. For the conversion of those, especially whom the contri- 
butort to the fund of the Confraternity recommend in their own 
minds. 

'* II. For the spiritual adTancem«»it of the contributor* to 
thefund, 

'^ III. For the conversion of sinners in general.^' 

The original I beg to enclose. 

What the ^'Holy and Immaculate Heart of Maiie*' can pos- 
sibly mean, perhaps some of your readers may be able to inform 
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bear different titles, according to the orders they 
represent. The Scapular of Mount Carmel, as well 
as that of the Passion, each consists of two square 

me. But the object of the ^rcA-Con&atemity evidently is to 
delude poor Romanists into a contribution to their funds; 
making the Vh^in Mary their supreme deity to the entire 
exclusion of Jesus Christ as the only Mediator between God 
and man, and as the only refuge and hope of sinners ; arrogating 
to themselves the power of dispensing Plenaiy Indulgences, 
which is a remission of certain punishments due to sins, — not to 
those who repent and turn to Christ with faith, — but to those 
who confess, attend mass, and pray (not for themselves, but) for 
the welfare of the Church, and for the Pope's intention ! 

N.6. No Indulgences granted ^ without money and without 
price." , 

And this extraordinary production is issued with the sanction 
and approbation of the Romish clergy of this country ! That 
the Confraternity was approved by the Pope we cannot be sur- 
prised at, when we find this same Pope, Gr^ory XVI., who 
died A.D. 1846, at the close of his Encyclical Letter, addressed 
to all Patriarchs, Primates, and Archbishops, style the Virgin 
Mary ** the most Blessed Yirgm, who alone destroys all here- 
•ies, who is our greatett hope^ yea, the entire ground of our 
hope. — Nostra maxima fiduda, imo tota ratio spei mostrje I " 
— (Laity*s « Directory," 1833, pp. 14, 15.) Nor, indeed, is the 
language of the present Pope less equivocal in declaring his 
reliance on the Virgin Mary as the sole Mediatrix, to the entire 
exclusion of Jesua Christ, as we read frbm his Encyclical Letter, 
dated November 9th, 1846: — ^But in order that our most 
merciful God may the more readily incline his ear to our 
prayers, and may grant that which we implore, let us ever have 
recourse to the intercession of the most Holy Mother of God, the 
Immaculate Virgin Mary, our sweetest mother, our Mediatrix, 

B 3 
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oblong bits of cloth, serge, or other stuff, one 
brown, the other red, with appropriate pictures on 
one side, and joined together by a ribbon or stringy 

our advocate, our surest hope, and firmest reliance, than whose 
patronage nothing is more potent, nothing more effectual with 
God." (1846, p. 37.) 

Oh ! what a fearful departure from Scripture teaching. Paul, 
the divinely inspired apostle, declares to us that the ''Lord 
JesuB Christ is our hope" (1 Tim. i. 1.), and that there is but 
'^one Mediator [not Mediatrix] between God and men, the 
man Christ Jesus." (1 Tim. ii. 5.) 

The Protestant reader need scarcely be reminded that the 
epithet ^ Immaculate," as applied to the Virgin Mary, is anti-; 
scriptural. Had she been free from the taint of sin, what need 
had she of a Saviour irom sin ? for she herself declared, *< My 
soul hath rejoiced in God mt Saviour.'* (Luke i. 47.) The 
Romanists, however, reject the Scriptures as the sole and suffi- 
cient rule of faith, but hold the '* unwritten traditions" ''with 
equal affection and pious reverence," (Concl. Tridt., Sess, iv.) — 
a most convenient mode of getting over any and every difficulty. 
Romanists at once appeal to ''the Church," and the Church 
dogmatically declares that the Blessed Virgin was Immaculate ; 
the Council of Trent taught, and the members of that Council 
declare, " that on settling and defining the doctrines and prac>- 
tices of their church, they follow the unanimous consent of the 
Holy Fathers."— (Sess. v. p. 12, 15. Sess. xiii. c. 3, p. 28(K) 
Now the &ct is, that a very large portion of the early Fathers 
assert, most distinctly, the wavering and want of faith of the 
Virgin Mary, and of her imperfections and weaknesses, and that 
she was not free from the taint of sin. The Romish critic and 
divine, M. Huet, to get o\&r the difficulty which presents itself 
m this respect, does not hesitate to declare Origen, who wrote 
about the year 230, a heretic, for holding imsound tenets, " con> 
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and suspended from the neck after the fashion of an 
eje-glass. The " Four Scapular*" in one — viz., of 
Mount Carmel, our Lady of Seven Dolours, the 

trary to the doctrine of the Church of Rome at the present day, 
and to the Council of Trent/' (which Council teiminated its 
sitting so late as A.n.' 1564,) ''for," says he, "the Church and 
that Council maintain that the Virgin Mary never had sui ; 
Origen holds that she was not only liable to sin, but was 
actually guilty of it," (Vol. iv., p. 156, Appendix.) The refer- 
ence to Origen is Horn, in Luc. xvii., vol. iii., p. 952. In deal- 
ing thus summarily with this most learned Father, M. Huet and 
^ the Church," instead of extricating themselves, plunge more 
deeply into the difficulty, for the same chai^ brought against 
Origen applies equally to, many other of the Fathers whom the 
Church of Rome is not prepared to condemn. I beg to subjoin 
B few references. TertuUian, a.d. 190 (de Came Christi, vii., 
p. 315) ; St. Basil, a.d. 370 (Paris Edt., 1839, vol. iii., p. 579); 
St. Chrysostom, a d. 405 (Paris Edt., 1718, vol. vii., p. 467) ; 
St. Jerome, a,d. 418 (Verona Edt. 1734, vol. vii., p. 300); 
Cyril of Alexandria, a.d. 440 (Vol. ivi, pp. 135, 1064. Paris, 
1638) ; and even St. Augustine, a.b. 430 (Edt. Paris, 1700, vol. 
iv., p. 241, &c.), expressly says that the Virgin Mary was con- 
ceived and bom in sin. What, then, becomes of this epithet 
*' Immaculate," as applied to the Virgin Mary by this modem 
Church of Rome; and what shall we say of that epithet as 
applied to the heart of Mary ? 

To designate the worship due to the Virgin, this modem 
church has been constrained to invent the term " Hyperdulia," 
meaning thereby a species of worship less than " Latria," due to 
God, but greater than "Doulia," due to saints, relics, and 
images. This word <' Hyperdulia," is not to be found in the 
Scriptures, but, strange to say, that " Dulia" and ''Latria** are 
found in the Greek translation of the Old, and in the original 
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Lnmaculate Conception, and the Blessed Trinityv 
are represented by four pieces of rag or doth of 
different colours sewn together, so that each colour 

of the New Testament, indiscrimiiuitely used as equivalent 
ezpreflsions, signifying the true worship due to God. It would 
be easy to show that the church of Rome, in her teaching, by 
orthodox authors and divines, practically supersedes the media- 
tion and advocacy of Jesus Christ with the Father, by placing 
in his stead the merits and mediation of the Virgin Mary, and 
in many irutanees imploring at her hand» hlesnngt which Ood 
alone can bestow. As this is continually denied by Roman- 
ists, I here add a few examples from the Roman Catholic 
Breviary : — 

Part, Vem, cliii. ^ Hail, Star of the Sea, and kind Mother 
of God, and ever Virgin, Happy Gate of Heaven I Do thou, 
taking that 'Hail* from the mouth of Grabriel, changing the 
name of Eve, establish us in peace. Do thou loose their bandf 
for the accused ; for the blind bring forth a light ; drive away our 
evils ; demand for us all good things. Show that thou art ▲ 
Mother I Let Him who endured for us to be thy Son, through 
thee, receive our prayers. O excellent Virgin! meek among all, 

DO thou make us HF.EK AND CHASTR, FREE FROM FAULT ; 

MAKE OUR LIFE PURE : prepare for us a safe journey, that be- 
holding Jesus, we may always rejoice together. Praise be to 
God the Father, Glory to Christ most high, and to the Holy 
Ghost : one honour to the Three. Amen." 

JElet, cxlvi ''Under thy protection we take refuge. Holy 
Mother of Grod ; despise not our supplications in our necessities^ 
but from all dangers do thou deuybr us, O glorious and 
Blessed Virgin." 

^it, cxlv. " Mary, Mother of Grace, Mother of Mercy, 
do thou protect us from the enemy, and receive us at the hour 
of death." 
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may be seen : this costs one filing ; the others 
fourpence each. 

The " Bedomptoiist Fathers" have printed books 

jEsL dxcriii '* The Holy Mother of God is exalted above 
the choir of angels to the heavenly realms. The gates of Para- 
dise are opened to us bt theb, who, glorious this day, triumph- 
est with the angels." '^ Rejoice, O Virgin Mary, thou alone hast 
destroyed all heresies in the whole world. Deem me worthy to 
praise thee, hallowed Virgin. Give me strength against thy 
enemies.*" 

The Holy Scriptutes are provokingly silent in corroboration 
of this teaching : and the Rev. J. E. Tyler, in his most excel- 
lent and invaluable work, ''The Romish Worship of the 
Virgin," (to whom I am indebted for my references) has clearly 
demonstrated, after a diligent and impartial investigation of the 
records of the early councils and the works of the early Chris- 
tian writers to the end of the first five hundred years, that they 
all testify, " as with one voice, that these writers and their con- 
temporaries knew of no belief in the present power of the Virgin, 
and of her influence with God ; no practice, in public or private, 
of praying to God through her mediation, or of invoking her for 
her good offices of intercession, and advocacy, and patronage ; 
no offering of thanks and praise made to her; no ascription of 
Divine honour or glory to her name. On the contrary, all the 
writers through those ages testify, that to the early Christians 
God was the only object of prayer ; and Christ the only Media- 
tor and Intercessor in whom they put their trust." 
Mr. Tyler's work remains unanswered, unrefuted. 
. What have not the Romish priests to answer for before their 
God, in thus deluding their flocks into the unscriptural and 
unholy reliance on the merits and intercession of the Vii^n 
Mary! 

Plenary Indulgences! One would have thought that, in this 
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of explanation, with tlie Indulgences attached, 

« 

which are sold with, or without, the Scapulars. 
The profits on the sale of the publications and Sea- 
enlightened age, and Protestant country, such blasphemous 
impositions and superstitions would have found neither propa- 
gators nor advocates. The question that naturally suggests 
itself to a Protestant mind is, that if the Romish clergy arrogate 
to themselves the power of granting Plenary Indulgences from 
punishments due to sin, for what did Christ come into this 
world ! for what purpose did he shed his blood t and why is he 
now in heaven making intercession for us if we can obtain remis- 
sion of our sins by subscribing to the funds of the Confraternity f 
And, indeed, on the same principle, we may ask, why should 
Romanists require the mediation and assistance of the Blessed 
Virgin ! 

But, Sir, I would have Protestant readers mark the days on 
which these Indulgences are to be granted — on the day of the 
Assumption ! The Romanists celebrate the 15th of August as 
the day on which they state that the Virgin Mary was supema- 
turally and miraculously removed bodily from earth to heaven, 
being one of the greatest festivals celebrated by the modem 
Church of Rome (Alban Butler, vol. viii., p. 175). There is 
not one tittle of evidence of the event having taken place ; not 
only is Scripture silent on that head, but no aitthentio history or 
tradition is extant concerning it. Epiphanius, a.d. 570, declared 
that Scripture is silent as to her death and burial, and that 
" her end is not known." (Paris Edt. 1622, vol. i., pp. 1043, 
1003.) St. Augustin speaks of her dying (vol. vi., p. 289), but 
nowhere of her assumption; and Baronius, even in his time, 
raises great doubt as to the fact (Cologne, vol. i., p. 408), and 
who affirmed that the feast of the Assumption was not observed 
till A.D. 542 (Paris, 1607, p. 57, Feb. 2,) ; and all the early 
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pillars are most disinterestedlj devoted to the con- 
vent at Clapham, and a goodly trade is wrought ; for 
on my second visit at the " warehotise*' of the con- 

Fathers and Popes, including Leo and Gelasius, are entirely 
silent on the subject. 

On the ^ Immaculate (inception ! " And what can we say 
of the superstition of this modern church in celebrating a parti- 
cular day as the day of the Immaculate Conception of the 
Virgin Mary in her mother's womb? Epiphanius distinctly 
asserts that Mary*s birth was not out of the usual course of 
nature (vol. i., p. 1003) ; and even so late as the twelfth century, 
when this superstition first arose, St. Bernard (to whom, by the 
way, that blasphemous prayer is attributed) strongly remonstra- 
ted with the monks of Lyons, and reproves them for promoting 
the then rising superstition (Paris £dt. 163*3. £p. J 74, p. 
1638), and which superstition, as well as the feast of the 
Assumption, is now sanctioned by the Church of Rome, at the 
present day by a solemn service in her ritual. 

Much more might be said on this subject, but I have already 
too long trespassed on your attention. I would only add, in 
conclusion, that it is far from being my wish to throw ridicule 
on the faith of any man ; but I do, Sir, consider that it is the 
duty of every one to expose, and hold to the light of truth, error 
and superstition wherever found, or by whomsoever taught and 
promulgated. — I have the honour to be, Sir, your most obedient 
servant, 

A LAY SUBSCRIBER. 

March 19, 1849. 

P.S. — Should the foregomg come under the observation of 
any controversialist and advocate of the Romish practice of 
Maiiolatiy, I would earnestly recommend that he will, before 
committing himself to writing on the subject, carefuUy peruse 
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fratemitj, Mr. Burns's, Portman Street, two dajs 
after the first, the stock-in-hand had been sold o£^ 
and I was informed that they had orders for many 
dozens more. The profits cannot be less than 90 
per cent., perhaps more, if the reverend Fathers 
contract with some of the large and cheap establish- 
ments of the daj for their cuttings. 

"The Redemptorist Fathers have the power of 
blessing all these four Scapulars." (p. 22.) 

The pamphlet appears to be an abridgment of a 
much larger work, published a few years ago in 
Dublin, by the Rev. Mr. Coleman, the Provincial 
of the Carmelites in Ireland, with the sanction of 
the Roman Catholic Archbishop, &c., &c. ; "cum 
permissu superiorum,^ 

England, we are told,' (p. 3.) claims the honour 
of having given birth to the founder of the Order of 
the ** Confraternity of the Scapular of our Blessed 
Lady of Mount Carmel,*' in the person of one Simon 
Stock. "He was bom in 1164, at Hereford 
Castle; in Kent, of a noble family, said by some to 
be the barons of Stock," a title, no doubt, conferred 
on our hero by the wits of his day, in consequence 

the excellent work of the Rev. J. E. Tyler, above referred to, 
published by the Society for the Promotion of Christian Know- 
ledge : he will find the field of argument very much circum- 
scribed. 
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of his '^ castle" being the 'Hrunk of a hollow tree/' 
for we find. (p. 3.) that, *' at the age of twelve years 
he retired from the world into a forest where he 
fitted up a little oratory in a hollow tree, which he 
furnished with a crucifix, an image of our Lady, 
and a psalter ; here he repeated the austerities of the 
hermits of Egypt : his drink was water only, and 
he never touched any other food but herbs, roots, 
and wild apples." 

In this '^ hermitage" he is said to have remained 
twenty years. An affecting little incident is here omit- 
ted, which is, no doubt, reserved by the Redemptorist 
editors for a second edition. It is stated, in all ortho- 
dox editions, that, on festival days, Simon Stock fared 
somewhat better than at other times, for on those 
occasions ''the baron," now raised to a saintship in 
the modem Roman Catholic church, was favoured 
with the periodical visit of an inspired animal of 
the canine species, who safely brought to the secluded 
hermit, bread sufficient for his present wants. The 
tale in " The Devotions " goes on to show that Simon 
Stock was invited " by a divine revelation to em- 
brace the rule of certain religious men who were 
coming from Palestine to England." Here he 
obtained promotion. In p. 4, we read, " being thus 
placed at the head of a society which bears the 
name of the Mother of God, and which boasts of 

c 
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haying erected the first altar thai was ever consc' 
crated to her honour, St. Simon Stock employed 
every means to kindle in all hearts devolion to 
Mary. He doubted not bat that his mighty pa- 
troness bestowed on him all the love which his zeal 
for her honour deserved ; nevertheless, he sighed 
for some sensible proof of her regard, and besought 
her to grant him some sign. After many years of 
tears and supplication, this good Mother listened 
to the prayers of her servant." 

I must here correct a slight error the Kedempto- 
rist editors have committed. They say that, " from 
his (Simon's) infancy, his one study was to please 
God" (p. 3.); for "Grod" read "the Virgin Mary." 
To continue. It is gravely related that, on " one 
day (16th July, 1251,) towards the close of his long 
life, she," the Virgin Mary "appeared to him sur- 
rounded by blessed spirits, with a Scapular in her 
hand," (all ready cut out and stitched, of course, 
either by herself or by ministering angels,) "which 
she put over his shoulders, with these gracious 
words, " My dearest child, receive the Scapular of 
your order, the sign of brotherhood with me, a 
privilege for yourself and for all Carmelites. Any 
one dying in this shall not suffer the eternal frames 
of hell It is a sign of salvation, a safeguard in 
dangers, a pledge of peace,- and of an everlasting 
covenant^' (p. 4.) 
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To authenticate this miraculous appearance or 
visit of the Blessed Virgin to this favoured in- 
dividual, other visions of an equally (to say the 
least of it) improbable nature are related ; on the 
principle, I suppose, that whereas two negatives 
make an affirmative in grammar, so two impro- 
babilities make a probability according to the rules 
of Carmelite theology. It is related (p. 7.) that 
both^the Virgin Mary and St. John the Evangelist 
appeared to Gregory Thaumaturgus, — to what end 
does not exactly appear ; the Virgin is represented 
as addressing St. John, requesting him to instruct 
the youth (Gregory) in the mysteries of heavenly 
piety, and John replies, " That he was ready to do 
even this to please the mother of his Lord, seeing 
she desired it, and accordingly he did so." The 
Virgin Mary is also represented as having appeared 
to several other individuals, and particularly to 
Pope John X3{^II. The Blessed Virgin promised 
to him that peculiar favours would be conferred on 
the children of the Scapular. She concludes with 
these words : " I, the glorious mother, on the 
Saturday after their death, will come down and 
deliver those whom I find in Purgatory, and will 
lead them to the holy mount of eternal life." This 
interview Pope John published in 1316, in a bull 
which is represented as having met the express 



16 ROMANISM IN ENGLAND. 

approbation of numerous succeeding Popes, viz., 
Alexander V., Clement VEL, Pius V. and Gregory 
Xni. (p. 17.) 

The miracles wrought with the aid of the 
Scapulars are without number. One man is re- 
presented (p. 10.) as having, in an afl&^y, been 
struck with a pistol-ball at ''ten paces;'' the ball 
pierced his coat and his shirt, and was found 
flattened against his stomach, about three inches 
below the ribs ; but the ball having happily hit 
against the Scapular, worn at the time by the 
fortunate and favoured individual, the above miracle 
was wrought, and he only received a slight bruise ! 
And this is related with all imaginable circumstan- 
tial evidence, attested by no less than twelve wit- 
nesses, enumerated in "the Devotions." Another 
man is represented as having made many desperate 
attempts to drown himself, but without success ; he 
wondered what hindered him, and at last he 
remembered he had on a Scapular ; he cast it o% 
and then again threw himself into the water and 
was drowned. " Thus he died (the story continues, 
p. 17.) in mortal sin ; but he could not die till he 
had stripped himself of that habit, in which any 
one dying shaU not suffer the eternal flames of 
hell.'' We are not informed who lived to tell the 
tale of the drowned man. I would call the serious 
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attention of the Bojal Humane Society to this new 
invention " for preservation against drowning." It 
might be found useful. 

The advantages attending the wearing of this 
Scapular are innumerable ; among these we are 
informed that the wearer has a share in the good 
works that are performed by all the f^Lembers of the 
eonfratemxty, (p. 19.) " What treasures of grace 
are every day and every hour heaped up by the 
religious men and women of that order ! What an 
accumulation of merits has it acquired during the 
seven centuries of its existence ! Those who are 
received into the Confraternity of the Scapular 
have a share in these riches I" These riches are 
the works of supererogation of deceased members, 
which are stored up as in a sort of bank, on which 
the Redemptorist Fathers, "by special licence,** 
have a power of drawing ad libitum^ to enrich 
those less devoted members who may have come 
short of the required standard of sanctity. The 
idea is not original, for we find the principle 
formally recognised by Bellarmin, a standard 
authority in such cases, as a doctrine of the Modem 
Church of Rome. Bellarm, de Pwrgat^ lib. L. 8, 
and see also Bull of Pope Leo for the observation 
of the JubUee, a.d. 1825. 

" We have resolved," says Pope Leo, " by virtue 

c 3 
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of the auikoritif given to us from heaven, fully to 
unlock that sacred treasure composed of the merits, 
suflferingSy and virtues, of Christ our Lord and of 
his virgin mother, and of all the saints, which the 
author of human salvation has entrusted to our dis^ 
pensation. — To you, therefore, venerable brethren. 
Patriarchs, Primates, Archbishops, Bishops, it be- 
longs to explain with perspicuity the power of 
Indulgences ; what is their efficacy in the remission, 
not only of the canonical penance, but also of the 
temporal punishment due to the divine justice for 
past sin ; and what succour is afforded, out of this 
heayenly treasure, from the merits of Christ and his 
saints, to such as have departed real penitents in 
God's love, yet before they had duly satisfied, by 
fruits worthy of penance for sins of commission and 
omission, and are now purifying in the fire of 
Purgatory, that an entrance may be opened for 
them into their eternal country, where nothing 
defiled is admitted." 

The following are the conditions to be observed, 

« 

according to authority , by those who wish to par- 
ticipate in the inestimable benefits conferred by the 
Scapulars. They are, 1st. To " Preserve chastity 
according to their state,(!) 2nd. Recite the breviary, 
or the little office of the Blessed Virgin. Those 
who cannot fulfil the latter condition may substitute 
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for it abstinence from flesk^meat on Wednesdays, 
and the observance of all the fasts of the church. 
Those who cannot do this, may in its stead do any 
other good work, such as reciting every day, or two 
or three times a week, seven Paters and seven 
Aves ; or, in foAit, any other good work which they 
may be advised to perform, by a confessor who has 

POWEB TO MAKE THE COMMUTATION." (p. 20.) 

The Scapular is declared to be a New Method 
OP Salvation, (see Account of the Passion, p. 7,) 
and the graces attached to this "species of devo- 
tion" are innumerable. The following are the 

indulgences conferred on the Scapularians, con- 

* 

firmed by authority of no less than six Popes, 
including the "benevolent Pope Pius IX," who 
grants similar indulgences to the Scapularians of 
" The Passion." (p. 5.) 

1. ^^ Four Plenary Indulgences to those who 
approach the sacraments on the day they receive 
the four Scapulars. 

2. " The same Indulgences in the article of death 
under the same conditions. 

3. " A Plenary Indulgence on the festival of our 
Lady of Mount Carmel, (July 16,) for those who 
approach the sacraments, and pray for the inten- 
tions of the church, (for this purpose you may say 
five Paters and Aves, or the Litanies of the 
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Blessed Virgin, or of the Holy Name, or any other 
equivalent prayer). This indulgence may be gained 
any day within the octave, if not gained on the day. 

4. "A Plenary Indulgence on the principal 
festival of our Lady of Seven Dolours under the 
same conditions. 

5. '^A Plenary Indulgence on Passion Sunday, 
under the same conditions, with the addition of a 
meditation on the sufferings of Christ, and on the 
Seven Dolours of Mary. 

6. " Five years and five quarantines to those who 
communicate once a month, and pray for the usual 
intentions. 

7. " Three years and three quarantines to those 
who fulfil the same conditions on the festivals of 
our Blessed Lady. 

8. "Five years and five quarantines to those 
who accompany the Holy Viaticum when taken to 
the sick, and pray for them. 

9. "Three hundred days to those who abstain 
from flesh-meat on Wednesdays. 

10. " One hundred days to those who accompany 
the dead to their funeraL 

"These indulgences ai*e also applicable to the 
souls in Purgatory, by s, constitution of Clement 
X., January 2, 1672." (pp. 23, 24.) 

You will please, sir, carefully to note the number 
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of Plenary Indulgences granted by this association. 
It appears to me very much like taking out a 
perpetqal licence to commit sin, for bj virtue of 
the badge of this order the wearer is entitled 
periodicallj to a Plenary IndutgencCy and then 
. start afresh, with a guarantee from the association, 
that the wearer, after death, '' shall not suffer the 
eternal flames of hell !" 

Who would not be a Scapularian ? What virtue 
in a two-inch square bit of rag ! And how easy 
and smooth is ''the narrow way" made to those 
who will but have faith and buy a Scapular ! And 
so very convenient are these same Scapulars ! we 
are gravely informed that — "If the Scapular is 
worn out, or lost, you may make another for your- 
self. Persons who, through negligence, or even 
ikrough impiety^ have omitted to wear it, or have 
thrown it aside, may resume it with the same 
advantages and privileges, without having it newly 
blessed." (p. 2d.) 

The above few extracts are sufficient to inform 
your readers as to the practical working of Popery ; 
but what can be more intolerable than the doctrines 
here taught concerning the Virgin Mary ! She is 
represented as " co-operating with Jesus Christ for 
the salvation of the human race ; as the channel of 
Divine Mercy, the Mother of Christians^ the 
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Refuge of sinners, the General Mediatrix of aU 
men,''* The passage in the original is printed in 
italics, to excite our particular attention to these 
divine attributes of a creature. The whole object 
of these " Redemptorists " appears to be to substitute 
the Virgin Mary in the place of Jesus Christ, and 
utterly to degrade the majesty of God, making liim 
a subordinate agent in th^ government of the world. 

I have here given but a faint outline of the 
blasphemy and superstition contained in the '^ Ac- 
counts of the Scapulars ; " but enough, I trust, has 
been shown to prove that both are inseparable from 
the practical teaching of the Modern Church of 
Rome. 

In answer to my inquiry, by letter addressed to 
the "Reverend Fathers of St. Mary, Park-road, 
Clapham," whether the Books, Scapulars, and 
Investment, were recognised by Dr. Wiseman and 
the Roman Catholic clergy in London, I received 
an answer, of which the following is a copy— the 
original I enclose for your satisfaction. 

" St. Mary's, Clapham, 18th May, 1849.— It is 
through forgetfulness, being interrupted whibt I 
was answering your first letter, that I omitted 
^plaining to you the point upon which you wish 
me to give you information by your second letter I 

* Scapular of the PaBuon, p. 9. 
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have just received. I had ordered Mr. Bums to 
get R. R. Dr. Wiseman's name to be printed on 
head of the little pamphlet, but he neglected it 
through want of time partly, and also because he 
thought it quite superfluous. In fact, the notice of 
the Scapulars is onlj a translation of what has 
been several times reprinted on the Continent, with 
the express approbation of bishops. Such devotions 
as the Scapulars need not the approbation of any 
particular bishops, although they could if they 
chose forbid its publication in their district ; but it 
is not the case in the London, or any other district 
that I know of in England. It is sufficient the 
Sovereign Pontiflfs have approved of those devotions, 
to authorise their publication everywhere, videntibits 
et approbantibus episcopis, " Wie have invested 
foith these Scapulars many among the secular and 
regular clergy of London. At Oscott CoUegcy 
priests and students have received the same Scapu^ 
larSj and many other communities in England have 
received them likewise. I hope this will satisfy 
you." (Signed.) E. de Buggenoms. 

I am. Sir, your most obedient servant, 

A Lay Subscriber. 
May 29, 1849. 
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Sir, — My last letter on this subject gave but a 
faint outline of the monstrous superstitions seriously 
and industriously taught by the Roman Catholic 
clergy in England, and exemplified in the publica- 
tion issued under their authority and patronage. 

I explained the origin and nature of the Scapular. 
We have seen that it is pretended that the Scapular 
was first presented to one Simon Stock by the 
Virgin Mary, who, on the 16th of July, 1251, came 
down from heaven, in all glory and majesty, sur- 
rounded by " Blessed Spirits," and formally invested 
that favoured individual with the badge of the 
" Holy Order.*' Now, as there is not one iota of 
evidence extant to authenticate this miraculous tale, 
the "Holy Fathers," with considerable show of 
reason, becoming fearful lest the deluded votaries of 
the Scapular might become lukewarm, or even 
sceptical, have thought it necessary to invent and 
publish a further interposition of Providence in 
behalf of this "new species of devotion," this "new 
method of sanctification." Not content with the 
high patronage of the Virgin Mary, they have 
introduced our most blessed Saviour himself as an 
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actor in this sacrilegious drama. To keep up the 
excitement, a miracle of more modem date is 
wrought, and the world is blessed by the presenta- 
tion, at the hands of Christ himself with the 
Scapular of the Passion, called " the Livery of the 
Passion and Love of our Lord.** 

From the 16th of May, 1251, to the 25th of 
June, 1847, the Scapular of the Carmelites, pre- 
sented by the Virgin Mary to Simon Stock, enjoyed 
the monopoly, the " Redemptorist Fathers " of Park 
Road, Clapham, being the authorised agents for the 
sale of the Scapular, and hold the special licence of 
the Pope to bless them ; but now we have intro- 
duced a rival — ^namely, the Scapular of the Passion* 
Jesus Christ himself, we are told, came down from 
heaven, and presented a piece of red rag, with 
appropriate devices of the Passion engraved on it, 
to a Sister of Charity of St. Vincent of Paul. Ta 
prevent, however, the possibility of making any 
awkward inquiries as to the truth of the miracle, 
both the name of the '^sister'* and the locality of 
the convent is withheld. 

The story is thus related in the " Holy Scapular 
of the Passion, and of the Sacred Hearts of Jesus 
and Mary," published by Mr. Bums, 17, Portman 
Street, for the " Redemptorists :** — 

" On the evening of the Octave of St. Vincent, 

P 
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tlie 26th of July, 1846, Sister W , belonging 

to the community of the Sisters of Charity of St. 
Vincent of Paul, being in the chapel, felt convinced 
that our Lord there appeared to her in a vision : 
He held in His right hand a scarlet Scapular, 
suspended by two woollen strings of the same 
colour. Upon one side of it the divine Saviour 
was Himself represented hanging upon the cross, 
and at His feet were the instruments of His most 
sorrowful Passion ; the. Prsetorian's scourge, the 
hammer, and the robe which had covered His 
bleeding Body ! Around the crucifix were in- 
scribed the words, 'Sacred Passion of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, save us I' At the other end of the 
string was a piece of the same material, covered 
with a representation of His sacred Heart and that 
of His holy mother. A cross placed between the 
two appeared to spring from both hearts, and en- 
circling them were the words, 'Sacred Hearts of 
Jesus and Mary, protect us V [see frontispiece.] 

^'Li making these particulars known to the 
general Superior of the Congregation of the Mission 
and of the Sisters of Charity, the same sister, who 
is inspired by our Lord constantly to meditate upon 
His sacred Passion, added further, that our divine 
Saviour seemed also to express an exceedingly 
forveni desire to see this new Scapular immediately 
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copied, and similar ones every where distributed, 
in order to put men in remembrance of the cruel 
sufferings He endured for their sakes, and of the 
ardent love He bears them. The apparition of our 
Lord, holding in His hand the Scapular of His 
Passion, was several times repeated; it took place 
on the Day of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross in 
1846, attended by this additional circumstance, viz., 
that Sister W— thought she heard our Lord 
address to her these consoling words : * Every one 
who wears this Scapular shall receive every Friday 
a great increase of faith, hope, and charity.' 

"The Superior at first attached but little import* 
ance to these conununications ; but being at Rome 
in the month of June, 1847, he thought it his duty, 
to lay the particulars before the Vicar of Jesus 
Christ, and, to his astonishment, the holy Pontiff^ 
Pius IX., evinced no doubt whatever of their 
cVedibility ; but, on the contrary, mentioned the 
satisfaction he felt in seeing A new means brought 

FORWARD TO ASSIST IN PROMOTING TBE 8ALYATI0N 

OF SOI7LS. Upon the simple representation that 
was made to him, he published a rescript, dated the 
25th of June, 1847, authorising all priests of the 
Congregation of the Mission called that of St. 
Lazarus to bless and distribute the Scapular of the 
Passion of Jesus Christ. 
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^'In this same rescript, his Holiness grants : 

1st. "Every Friday an Indulgence of seven 
years and seven forty days for every person who, 
wearing this Scapular, shall receive the holy Com- 
munion, and recite five times the Pater, Ave, and 
Gloria Patri, in honour of the Passion of our Lord. 

2nd. "An Indulgence of three years and three 
forty days on any day of the year whatever, on 
which, being at the least contrite, they should 
meditate/br half an ^^^ ^^ ^^® esane Passion. 

3rd. " An Indulgence of two hundred days to all 
the faithful who, kissing with devout contrition this 
same Scapular, shall recite the versicle : Te ergo 
qucBSumus famuUs tuis subvenij quos pretioso 
sanguine redemistL" (pp. 8, 6*) 

It appears that the above indulgences have proved 
Insufficient to satisfy the ambition of the " Congre- 
gation of the Mission," for I find that the present 
Pope, by another rescript, of the 21st of Marcli^ 
1848, has added a further list of Plenary Indulgen" 
ees to be conferred on the Scapularians of the Pas- 
sion. " The Holy Father [Pope Pius IX.,] further 
grants : A Plenary Indulgence every Friday to all 
the faithful who, being truly penitent, and having 
confessed and communicated, shall during some time 
meditate devoutly upon the Passion of our Lord, 
and shall pray for peace among Christian states, for 
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the extirpatioii of heresy, and for the exaltation of 
our holy Mother the Church." (p. 6.) 

« 

The power, however, of blessing the Scapulars of 
the Passion is not reserved solely for the " Redemp- 
torists ;" for by special order of this most " Benevo- 
lent Pope, the General Superior of the Congregation 
of the Mission and of the Sisters of Charity has 
received the power to delegate to every priest, 
whether he he regular or secular, the faculty to 
bless and distribute to the faithful the above-men- 
tioned Scapular." (p. 6.) 

We all appreciate the title of "Great," as 
applied to Alexander, " Coeur de Lion," to Richard 
I., &c., &c., but until I perused the account of this 
Scapular I never could understand for what reason 
the present Pope, Pius IX., was styled "the Be- 
nevolent :" I now fully appreciate the title. 
• Sir, these "Devotions," as they are called, are 
publicly recommended and practised, and the books 
and Scapulars are announced for sale by public 
advertisements ! 

It is scarcely to be believed that such awful 
blasphemy and superstition could be tolerated in 
this hitherto favoured country ; and yet. Sir, we 
are branded as intolerable bigots by a leading news- 
paper of the day when we openly denounce such 
practices of this corrupt church, and declare the 

D 3 
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Bjstem of Romanism to be a mystery of iniquity. 
In these "Devotions" we are favoured with 
quotations from scripture, and from the early 
Christian writers, commonly called the Fathers. I 
propose, on a future occasion, with your kind per- 
mission, to prove to your readers how these " Re- 
demptorists " have wilfully perverted both, for pur- 
poses of their own, and thus continue to delude the 
poor benighted Romanist. 

I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 

A Lay SubsObiber* ' 

June 6, 1849. 



i\\ 
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• Sm. — ^In my two former letters on this subject^ I 
gave the Scapularians' own version of the presenta* 
tion of the badge of their order, by the hands of the 
Virgin Mary to Simon Stock ; and in more modem 
times, by the hands of Christ himself to a nun. I 
have also noticed two or three of the many miracles 
mentioned in the pamphlet published by the " Re- 
demptorists," and said to have been performed by 
virtue of a piece of rag ; and those enumerated by 
them, they assure us, are but a few which have 
been accomplished — "it would take volumes to 
report them alL" (p. 10 ) 

The subject of modern miracles and visions (at 
least such of them as are presented to us by the 
Scapularians,) is dismissed by Protestants with 
derision and contempt ; we find them exclusively 
narrated by Bomanists ; and if we take Chrysostom 
(a.d. 400) as a good authority as to the belief in 
this respect in his day, we find him distinctly testi- 
fying that the days of miracles had passed away. 
In his eloquent address to the people of Antioch, on 
the title given by St. Luke to the "Acts of the 
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Apostles," and why he did not name them "The 
Miracles of the Apostles/* he states that the Apos- 
tles signalized themselves not so much bj their 
miracles as their manner of life ; a good life with 
them was all, and salvation followed ; and therefore 
"the noble and admirable Luke thus entitles his 
book, * The Acts of the Apostles,' not * The Mira- 
cles of the Apostles/ although thej wrought mira- 
cles also. Those mqucles were wbought at 

THE TIME WHICH REQUIEED THEM, AND THEY ABB 

PASSED AND GONE." — (Paris, 1718, vol. iii., p. 
63, 64.)* 

* The passage referred to from Ghiysostom is so powerful 
and beautiful, that I here present it to the reader entire. 

" Why did he not write * The Miracles of the Apostles/ or 
* The Powers and Wonders of the Apostles/ but * The Actions of 
the Apostles?' Actions and miracles are not the same ; actions 
and wonders are not the same ; actions, and marvels, and powers, 
are not the same. Nay, the difference between them is great : 
an action is the work of one*s own care ; a miracle is the grace 
of a divine gift. An action is the result of human exertions ; 
a miracle is the demonstration of the divine will. An action 
derives its origio from our own choice ; a miracle receives its 
beginning from the grace of God — the one springs out of an 
impulse from above, the other out of a will from beneath. An 
action also is woven from both, from our will and from divine 
grace ; but a miracle exhibits, simply, grace from above, no 
needing any exertion on our part. An action implies our being 
good, temperate, moderate ; that we conquer our anger, subdue 
our unholy desires, bestow alms in mercy, give proof of our 
philanthropy, cultivate every virtue. This constitutes our afr- 
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The olgect of this present letter is hriefly to 
examine the Scriptural texts adduced bj the " Be- 
demptorists" in support of their position. In their 

tion; this is our labour and our exertion. A miracle is to 
cast out devils, to open the eyes of the blind, to cleanse the 
lepers, to restore broken and dislocated limbs, to raise the dead, 
and work other such wonders. Do you see bow wide is the 
difference between actions and miracles ; between habits of life 
and signs; between our care and the grace of God? 

^ The miracle is indeed greater, and more awful, and surpasses 
our nature ; but a course of action, and the government of our 
life, though less than miracles, is more useful and more profita- 
ble ; for it is the result of labour and anxious care. A good 
course of action, even without miracles, conducts those wha 
pursue it into heaven ; but miracles and signs, without a good 
life, have not power to lead to the portals there. I will now 
explain how that is. Christ himself says. Many shall say unto 
me at that day. Lord, Lord^ have toe not prophesied in thy 
name 9 This is a sign and a miracle : Have toe not cast out 
many devils in thy name$ and done many mighty worksf 
(Matt. vii. 22.) You see throughout signs and miracles. Let 
us look to what Grod says. 

** When the miracles were naked and bare, and a good life was 
not found united with them, he says. Depart from me, I know 
you not, all ye workers of iniquity. * If Thou dost not know 
them, how dost thou know them as workers of iniquity ?' ^That 
you may learn that the expression, / know you not, does not 
convey an idea of ignorance, but of aversion and hatred.* ' I 
know you not.' * Why ? — have we not cast out devils in thy 
name!' ^Nay, the reason for my feeling hatred and aversion 
toward you is this, that you were not made better even by those 
gifts ; that, though you were made partakers of so great honour, 
you remained in the same wickedness: Depart from me, 1 know 
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pamphlet, under the head "Authenticity of the 
Vision" of the Virgin Mary, &c., we are assured 
that "On the possibility, and eren probability, of 

you not! What then is the case? did unworthy men originally 
receive the gifts of grace, and those who were corrnpt in their 
manner of living show forth miracles ? And did men partake 
of the gift though they were not careful of the best life ? Yes j 
they partook of the gift through God*8 loving kindness to man- 
kind, not on account of their own merits. . . Judas, one of the 
twelve, it is confessed by all, wrought miracles ; yet he fell from 
the kingdom of heaven : his miracles could not save him, when 
he became a thief and a robber, and the betrayer of his Master. 
*'That miracles, then, without good and holy habits, and a 
pure and correct life, cannot save a man, is evident from what 
we have said : and to be assured that a Christian life, without 
the comfort and succour of miracles, and viewed in itself without 
them, can with confidence enter the kingdom of God. Hear 
the Lord himself saying, Come ye blessed of my Father ^ inherit 
the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the 
world (Matt. xxv. 34). On what account ? Because they had 
raised the dead? because they had cleansed lepers? because 
they had cast out devils? By no means. What then? Ye 
saw me hungry, he says, and ye fed me ; thirsty, and ye gove 
me drink ; naked, and ye clothed me ; a stranger, and ye took 
me in. Here are no miracles ; all is their manner of life. As 
then, in the former case, miracles were all, and forthwith fol- 
lowed punishment, because the miracles were bare and without a 
good life ; so here also, there were no miracles, a good life was 
all ; and salvation forthwith followed, since the high and holy 
conversation of itself, without miracles, had strength to save 
those who possessed it. It is on this account that the blessed 
and noble, and admirable Luke thus entitles his book 'The 
Actions of the Apostles,' not * The Miracles of the Apostles,* 
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visions in general, no one can: have any doubts who 
believes the Scriptures, which tell us of so manj 
apparitions of angels, and even of saints, as at the 

although they wrought miracles also. Those miracles were 

WROUGHT AT THE TIME WHICH REQUIRED THEM, AND THET ARE 

PASSED AND GONE ; but thcse duties, all who would be saved 
must discharge through all time. 

*' Since, then, our .objects of zealous imitation are not the 
miracles, but the actions of the apostles, he gave his book this 
title. For to prevent you, or rather the careless, when we exhort 
them to imitate the apostles — to prevent them from saying ^we 
cannot, we have no power ; they raised the dead, and cleansed 
the lepers.* To stop such a shameful excuse of ours, he says, 
* Speak not so, be silent ; not miracles, but a good and holy life 
leads to the kingdom of God.* Imitate, therefore, the manner 
of life of the apostles, and you shall not have less than the 
apostles. Not miracles, but a pure life made apostles. And 
that this is the mark and stamp of the apostolic image, and of 
the character of disciples, hear our Lord, when he describes 
this as the sign ; for while he draws the characteristic of the 
apostles, and shows what is the sign and token of the apostle- 
ship, he says. By this shall all men know that ye are my 
disciples. * By what ? * ' Not by working miracles.' ' Is it 
by raising the dead ?* ' Not so ; but by this shall all men know 
thai ye are my disciples, if ye have hve one to another. (John 
xiiL 35.) Love is not^of the class of miracles, but is a part of 
a holy life ; for love is tJie fulfilling of the law. See you the 
image of tiie apostleship ? do you observe its form and diai'ac> 
ter ? Seek nothing ftirther : for the Lord hath declared, that 
love marks and characterizes his disciples. If, then, you possess 
love, you have become an apostle,— and the first of apostles. 

** Would you desire another proof of the same truth ? Whea 
Chiist addressed Peter, he said, Peier^ lovest Ihou me more 
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transfiguration and after the resurrection of our 
Lord (St. Matt. xvii. 3, xxvii. 62, 53), and which 
contain that great prophecy of Joel, which St 
Peter applies to the Christian Church (Acts ii. 17): 
^ It shall come to pass in the latter daysy I will pour 
out of mj spirit upon all flesh ; and jour sons and 
your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men 
shall see visions and your old men shall dream 
dreamsS Accordingly, during the whole period of 
ecclesiastical history, from primitive times down to 
these last days, we find many an example recorded 
similar to that in question." (p. 6.) 

0ian these 9 Now, nothing so much forwards us towards the 
kingdom of heaven, as if we love Christ as he ought to he loved. 
And Christ added the text by which such love might be known; 
%nd what was that ? and what can we do so as to love Christ 
more than the apostles ? Is it by raising the dead, or showing 
forth any other miracle ? By no means. What then ? Let us 
hear Christ himself, the object of our love, If thou lovest me 
more than these, feed my sheep. For, to take care of others, 
to have fellow-feeling with them, to protect and assist them, and 
not to seek one's own, with every other quality which it befits a 
shepherd to have ; — all these are actions of a religious life, and 
do net belong to signs and wonders. Still, some one will say, 
' It was through miracles they became what they were.' Nay, 
it was not through miracles, but by their manner of life, and that 
i^as the point in which they shone brightest. And on this 
account it is, that he said to them, Let your light so shine be- 
fore men^ that men may see, not your miracles, but ^your good 
works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven" (Matt, v. 
16.) (VoL ii. p. 492, Tvler's Meditations. Rivington, 1849.) 
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Thus it appears that the ^'Redemptorists" rest 
their whole waght for Scriptural authority on the 
text, Acts ii. 17, -and would have us believe that 
the "latter days" there mentioned, are, in fact, the 
present times. Such an interpretation might appear 
reasonable to a Boman Catholic, to whom the 
Bible is practically a sealed book, and who is 
taught by his priest to put implicit faith in all that 
has Church puts forward, and particularly in modern 
visions, and, as a natural consequence of these, in 
miracles also. But it is evident, from Peter's own 
declaration, that *^ the latter days,*' or, as we trans- 
late it, "the last days," alluded to in the text, were, 
in fact, the days in which St. Peter lived, and that 
the prophecy ef Joel wos even then fulfilled ; the 
Spirit of the Lord was poured out on his servants, 
which enabled them to prophesy and perform mira- 
cles ; and we, with Chrysostom, believe that " these 
miracles were wrought at the time which required 
them, and they are passed and gone." When we 
read, in these days, of the numerous, so-called, 
miracles performed with a little piece of rag (the 
presentation of which, to mortals, is so blasphe- 
mously narrated, and which is, by their own show- 
ing, so univers^y adopted by Romanists),* and if 

* It should be remembered that the use of the Scapular is 
not restricted to the lower orders, or the ignorant of the Romish 

E 



38 ROMANISM IN ENGLAND. 

under such circumstances Scripture is to be appealed 
to, have we, Protestants, not reason for applying" 
the prophecy of St- Paul to this same apostate 
branch of the Christian Church, whose coming, he 
said, would be " after the working of Satan, with 
all power, and signs, and lying wonders^ and with 
all deceivableness of unrighteousness, because they 
received not the love of the truth, that they might 
be saved ? And for this cause God shall send them 
strong delusion^ that they should believe a lie/' — 
(2 Thess. ii. 8 — 11.) "Now the Spirit speaketh 
expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart 
from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits and 
doctrines of devils ; speaking lies in hypocrisy ; 
having their conscience seared with a hot iron;ybr- 
bidding to marry y and commanding to abstain from 
meatSy which Grod hath created to be received with 
thanksgiving of them which believe and know the 
truth." — (1 Tim. iv. 1, 2.) And have we not now 
amongst us the " false teachers " spoken of by St. 
Peter ?— (2 Epist. ii.) 

The only other text that is appealed to is from 
CoL i. 24. I have, in a former letter, explained the 

corommiity, but is also worn by the secular and regular clergy of 
London, the priests and students of Oscott College, and even by 
the late pervert to Popery, Mr. Simpson, late vicar of Mitcham, 
Surrey, as he himself declared at a public meeting in June last* 
at Clapham. 
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'doctrine taught by these '* Bedemptorists/* and, 
indeed, bj the modem Roman Catholic Church in 
general, relative to the doctrine of merits, and good 
works, and works of supererogation, which latter 
are treasured up, and the disposal of which is vested 
in the Church. The text is thus introduced under 
the head " Further advantages of the Scapular :" — 
" It is one of the benefits to which all Catholics 
are admitted by the communion of saints, that they 
have a share in the good works that are performed 
by all its members. This is a doctrine which even 
the most learned Protestants admit [?]. ... Indeed, 
it would be difficult for any candid person to enter- 
tain any doubt of this consoling doctrine after read- 
ing the declaration of St Paul (Col. i. 24),/ That 
he rejoices in suffering for his disciples j and that 
he fills up in his flesh those things that are wanting 
of the sufferings of Christy for His Body, which is 
the Church-' For Grod, as he declared in a voice of 
thunder from Mount Sinai, not only visits the sins 
of the fathers on the. children, but also remembers 
and shows mercy to thousands for the sake of those 
who love him. Thus he would have spared Sodom, 
if there had been ten just persons in it ; and when 
Solomon had apostatised from God, he spared both 
Jerusalem and the guilty king for the sake of David 
his father. Well, then, the Scapular admits its 
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members to a participation in the good woi^ gT 
one of the holiest orders in the Church, the* order 
the great St, Theresa. What treasures of grace 
are every day and every hour heaped up by the re- 
ligious men and women of that order I — ^what an 
accumulation of merits> has it acquired during the 
seven centuries of its existence ! Those who are 
received into the Confraternity of the Scapular 
have a share in these riches. The priest, when he 
admits you into it, says, * By the power givai to 
me, I admit thee into the participation of all the 
prayers, disciplines, suffi-ages, alms, fasts^ vigilsy 
masses, canonical hours, and all the good wwks 
that by the mercy of Jesus Christ, the religious of 
Mount Carmel shall perform, whether by day or by 
night' "(p. 18). 

Now when we read the above text in connexicHi 
with the pernicious and unscriptural doctrine here 
brought forward, we must come to the conclusion 
that the " Redemptorists ** would fain make their 
deluded flock believe, that there was something 
wantirg in the sufferings of Christ for our salva- 
tion ; and that his sacrifice was an insufficient at- 
onement, and that Paul rejoiced in being able to 
fiU up what was wanting, by his own sufferings, 
which' -jRomanists would call "works of penance." 
If such is not the meaning intended to be conveyed. 



LETTER III. 41 

I do not see to what purpose this text is quoted. A 
Scapularian, ignorant, as he must of necessity be, 
of the Gospel, can come to no other conclusion, and 
will remain in the unhappy belief that he will be 
saved by participating in the superabundant good 
works of the living and departed. 

It is evident that St, Paul placed no reliance in 
his own merits, inasmuch as he continually asked 
for the prayers of his fellow men (2 Thess. iii. 1); 
and he, above aU the Apostles, deemed works, even 
the best of them, of no avail ; and declared that we 
are *^ justified by fiuth without the deeds of the 
law" (Rom. iii. 22 — ^28); which epistle he ad- 
dressed to the Romans, as it were forewarning 
them that they should fall from that faith "once 
delivered to the saints.** In the Epistle to the Co- 
lossians, above quoted (CoL i. 24), he bears full tes- 
timony to the all-sufBlcient sacrifice of Christ, and 
the text in question is thus introduced by St. Paul : 
" And having made peace through the blood of hia 
cross, by him to reconcile all things unto himself; by 
him, I say, whether they be things in earth or 
things in heaven. And you, that were sometimes 
alienated, and enemies in your mind by wicked 
works, yet now hath he reconciled in the body of 
his flesh through death, to present you holy and un- 
blameable and unreproveable in his sight : if ye 

s 3 
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continue in the faith grounded and settled, and be 
not moved awaj from the hope of the gospel, which 
ye have heard, and which was preached to every 
creature which is under heaven ; whereof I Paul 
am made a minister; who now rejoice in my suffer^ 
ings for you^ and Jill up that which is behind of the 
afflictions of Christ in my flesh for Ms body's sake^ 
which is the Church.^ Or, in other words, " And 
in my turn I willingly undergo the remainder of 
the afflictions which Christ has appointed me to 
suffer in my flesh, for building his body, which is 
the Church." — (Dr. Macknight) Paul underwent 
many sufferings (2 Cor. xi.); he wrote the epistle 
in question in his bonds when a prisoner at Rome, 
then suffering, for no fault of his own, but for the 
Gospel's sake — ^for the sake of the Church of Christ 
— for those to whom he wrote and preached — ^for 
these Colossians ; and therefore he says for you; 
he esteemed it an honour to suffer for the cause of 
Christ, and therefore he refoiced, and the more so 
that he should be deemed worthy to suffer in his 
own flesh. These are the sufferings he speaks of. 
There was nothing left behind, or wanting, in 
Christ's sufferings to be undergone by any one ; he 
suffered once, and once for all, and thereby obtained 
for us eternal redemption : of these the apostle does 
not speak, but of that which he filled up in his own 
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flesh. Suffering and persecutions were the lot of 
those who followed after Christ. 

To a Protestant such explanations are unneces- 
sary; but to Romanists, who for the most part are 
acquainted with the Bible through the medium only 
of such works as ^ The Devotions of the Scapular," 
where texts are imperfectly given, and not unfre- 
quently misinterpreted by their accredited teachers, 
it is otherwise. 

The references to St. Ambrose, St. Augustine, 
and others, I propose to consider in another letter. 
The sentiments of these early Christian writers are 
equally perverted to accomplish the purposes of the 
" Redemptorists." 

I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 

A Lay Subscriber. 

June 27, 1849. 
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LETTER IV, 

Sir —In my -last letter I pointed out the texts 
from Scripture, misquoted and misapplied by the 
"Redemptorists" in the "Devotions of the Scapu- 
lar." I now proceed to show similar perversions of 
the sentiments of the early Christian writers. In 
quoting from those writers, particular care has 
been taken in every instance save one (p. 14) to 
avoid ref<^rences, to prevent any ordinarily inquisi- 
tive person from satisfying himself as to the cor- 
rectness of the passages adduced. The Rev. George 
Stanley Faber, in his excellent tract, " Facts and 
Assertions" (a brief and plain exhibition of the in- 
congruity of the peculiar doctrines of the Church of 
Rome, with those both of the sacred scriptures and 
of the early writers of the Christian Church), after 
having clearly established and proved his premises, 
gives the following advice — " Whenever a Romish 
doctor makes a large^ or extraordinary, or startling 
assertion, there clearly can be no harm in a cautious 
suspension of beliefs until either the inquirer himself, 
or some competent and trustworthy friend, shall have 
had an actual and personal verification of alleged 
authorities,^* Acting on this advice, I have found 
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all classes of Romanists, from Dr. Wiseman down 
to the Bedemptorist Fathers, most wittingly and 
deliberately misquoting and misrepresenting the 
sentiments of early Christian writers. 

In "The Devotions," sentiments are quoted with- 
out references, and I have, in most cases, been un- 
successful in my searches for the originals. 

In the present letter I propose to confine my 
remarks to the reference to Ambrose (p. 18). A 
little explanation will be necessary. The whole 
object and scope of the "Devotions of the four 
Scapulars" appear to be not only to exalt the Vir- 
gin Mary above all created beings, both angels and 
mortals, but to put her practically on a level with 
Christ himself. This I will most clearly demon- 
strate in a subsequent letter in considering the 
theology of Liguori, whose desciples and followers 
these Redemptorists declare themselves to be. We 
have sufficient, however, for our present purppse in 
the " Devotions of the Scapulars." We find the 
Virgin Mary declared to be the "Queen of Heaven" 
(p. 3); that " she will suffer no person dying in the 
Scapular to suffer the eternal flames of heU" (p. 4). 
She is represented as having paid numerous visits 
to mortals, interposing her influence for the salva- 
tion of her votaries, and by means of the Scapular 
miracles are wrought ; that her intercession can ob- 
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tain the conversion of the soul guilty of mortal sin 
(p. 13); that she holds in her hands '^ aU the graces 
and mercies of Grod;^ and that she ^^ knows how to 
conduct the soul into the narrow path in spite of aU 
difficulties^^ (p. 13); and '^ that no true servant of 
Mary is damned" (p. 14); and "certainly the 
names of those devoted to the service of Mary, and 
who wear her insignia (the Scapular), are written 
in the book of life" (p. 16). In the " Scapular of 
the Passion" the Vij^n is styled the "Divine 
Mothek" (p. 8), and "^Ac channel of Divine Mercys 
the Mother of Christians^ the Refuge of Sinners, 
the General Mediatrix for all men" (p. 9). The 
only condition attached to those who wish to par- 
ticipate in her favours by means of this Scapular 
are, first, to " Preserve chastity according to their 
station;" secondly, " To recite the Breviary of the 
Uttie office of the Blessed Virgin" (p. 20). 

Having thus briefly pointed out the nature of 
the theology taught by the " Bedemptorists" in the 
** Devotions" relative to the Virgin Mary, we shall 
be the better able to appreciate their reference to 
St. Ambrose. He is thus introduced : — The Virgin 
appeared to Pope John XXIL, and promised him, 
on behalf of the Scapularians, " that she would, on 
the Saturday after their death, deliver them from 
purgatory" (p. 17). This he published in a bull, 
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which was confirmed hj several successive popes, 
and 300 jears after by Pope Paul V., who (see 
p. 18) ^' explained the meaning of his predecessors 
on this subject.'* In it (bull of Paul V.) he says, 
^Hhat it may be taught, and that Christians may 
piously believe, that the Blessed Virgin will give 
her special assistance to all those who die in the Sca- 
pular, and that she will deliver them from purga- 
tory yery soon after their death. The same expla- 
nation is found in the Roman Breviary, in the 2nd 
lesson for the 1 6th of July, where the blessed Vir- 
gin is said to take care that the souls of those who 
have been devout to her should be introduced into 
the heavenly kingdom as soon and as quickly as 
possible. This belief is not new in the Church. The 
great St Ambrose teUs virgins that the Holy Virgin 
Mary wiU receive them at their death, and present 
them to her Son as His chaste spouses.'' 

No reference is given, but there is something like 
the passage in the 2nd chapter, lib. 2, De Virg. 

The reader vnll not fail to remark the positive 
manner in which Ambrose is represented as speak- 
ing. Any one unacquainted with the writings of 
that author would be led to believe that he advo- 
cated and taught the principles and doctrines of the 
modem Church of Rome, and of these Scapularians 
in particular, with respect to the worship of the 
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Virgin Mary, and the peculiar offices and functions 
attributed to her. Nothing of the kind is to be 
found throughout the whole of the works of Am- 
brose to warrant such a conclusion. 

In the passage referred to, Ambrose is speaking 
with a glow of poetic fervour on the blessings 
awaiting, in another life, those who have led a pure 
and holy life in this. The universal language of 
antiquity, and the testimony of contemporary wri- 
ters, clearly show, as also the context in the same 
chapter warns us most plainly, how unsafe it would 
be to quote this passage of Ambrose as evidence of 
the belief of the early Christian Church being in 
accordance with the modern Roman Catholic doc- 
trines relative to the worship of the Virgin Mary, 
to countenance which he is cited by the Redemp- 
torists. 

The idea was general, founded on a misinterpre- 
tation of the text, Luke xv. 10, and a natural de- 
duction from such misinterpretation, that not only 
is there joy amongst the angels of God over one sin- 
ner that repenteth, but also that they, and the 
spirits of just men made perfect, rejoice when happy 
souls are added to their number; and, moreover, 
that Christ's ministers on earth will present the 
faithful of their flock to their Lord and Saviour to 
receive their reward. Thus Ambrose evidently 
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speaking poetically and figuratively, encourages 
ChristiMi virgins, by suggesting the thought of the 
Mother of Christ presenting them, in the next 

world, to their Saviour. His words are these: 

" Oh ! how many virgins will she meet ! How 
many will she embrace, and lead to the Lord, say- 
ing, ' This one kept the bed of my Son— this one 
kept the bride-chamber with spotless chastity!'" 
But of what value as evidence of doctrine this is, 
we are taught by what follows ; where the words of 
Ambrose show that the whole is the work of the 
poetical fervour of his imagination, rather than his 
solemn announcement of a fact to be believed as a 
Christian truth. He continues — " What a proces- 
sion is that ! How great the joy of the applauding 
«ngels, that one is deemed worthy to dwell in 
Heaven who lived a heavenly life in the world. 
Then also Miriam [in the Latin they call her 
Maria, Exodus xv. 20], taking her timbrel, will 

ROUSE THE CHORUSES OP THE VTBGINS, singing tO 

the Lord, because they have passed the sea of the 
world without the waves of the world.**— i>e Virg.y 
lib. ii, c. 2. 

The selection of Ambrose by the Redemptorists 
is most unfortunate. "Throughout the whole of 
his works not one single passage can be found which 
gives the faintest indication that the worship of the 

F 
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Virgin, in any shape, formed part of the Christian 
worship in his time, or that he and his fellow- 
Christians placed any confidence in her intercession, 
or offered prayers to Almighty God pleading for 
acceptance through her mediation. And this, in 
the case of Ambrose, is proof of no ordinary weight 
and character. For not only are his writings inter- 
spersed throughout with prayers and supplications 
to the Throne of Grace (in some of which mention 
is directly made of the incarnation of our Lord in 
the Virgin Mary), but he has left us many of his 
own hymns. These hymns glow indeed with fer- 
vent piety, and are well fitted to lift the Christian's 
soul heavenward to our God and Saviour ; but in 
no single line does Ambrose rob that Saviour of his 
own power and exclusive honour as our only Medi- 
ator and Advocate; nowhere does he make mention 
of the Virgin's intercession under the plea that he 
is honouring the Saviour when he honours the Mo- 
ther of that Saviour. Had any such worship of 
the Virgin prevailed in his time as we now see in 
the Church of Rome, surely these fruits of the heart 
and the pen of the Christian poet would have con- 
tained some intimations of it. Surely these prayers 
would have afforded ample room for his feelings 
and his imagination in addresses to the Virgin, had 
his faith and his understanding sanctioned any 



LETTER IT. 51 

•mentioii of her name as an object of religious wor- 
ship. Bui the contrary is most strikingly the case. 
The hymns ascribed to Ambrose in the Roman 
Breviary stand out in strong contrast with the 
degenerate effusions of later days. No address to 
the Virgin is discoverable in any of them ; no prayer 
to the Supreme Being to hear her intercession in the 
Christian's behalf. The addresses of Ambrose are 
made to GU)d alone, and are offered to Christ 
alone."— (See Tylers "What is Romanism ?" Tract 
XTV.) 

A few words in conclusion, on the text from 
Luke XT. 10. Romanists, with exultation, point to 
this text as proof that the angels and saints have 
cognisance of what transpires on earth, and, by 
a system of development peculiar to their theology, 
they add, if there is joy in the presence of the 
ange^ over one sinner that repenteth, they must be 
direcdy cognisant of our actions and thoughts ; and 
if so, why may we not reasonably implore their in- 
tercession in our behalf? To this I answer, that 
there is no proof whatever in Scripture that either 
saints or angels, of their own power, are directly 
cognisant of what is going on on earth ; but that 
what they do know of us is by a direct revelation* 
from God to them ; and this very text supports this 
view, as the context will testify. " Then drew near 



52 ROMANISM IN ENGLAND* 

unto him all the publicans and sinners for to hear 
him. And he spake this parable unto them, sayings 
What man of 70U, having an hundred sheep, if he 
lose one of them, doth not leave the ninety and nine 
in the wilderness, and go after that which is lost, 
until he find it ? And when he hath found it, he 
layeth it on his shoulders rejoicing. And when he 
cometh' home, he caUeth together his friends and 
neighbours, saying unto them, R^oice with me, for 
I have found my sheep which was lost. I say unto 
you, that likewise joy shall be in heaven over one 
sinner that repenteth more than over ninety and 
nine just persons which need no repentance," &c.; 
that is to say, as the man who has found the sheep 
which was lost calls his friends together, and teUs 
them of thefa^t that they may rejoice with him, so 
God proclaims, amid the choirs of the angels and of 
the saints in heaven, what they were previously 
ignorant of, namely, that some poor sinner haa re- 
pented ; and then they rejoice, not because they see 
what is done upon earth, but because they are told 
by him who has no pleasure in the death but in the 
repentance of his people." — {Dr. Gumming,) 

This view of the subject is not restricted to Pro- 
testants alone; we have the opinion of the great 
schoolman and divine of the Roman Catholic 
Church, Gabriel Biel, who lays it down, — First, 
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that " saints in heaven, by their nataral knowledge, 
which is the knowledge of things in their proper 
kind, know no prayers of ours* that are here upon 
earth, neither mental nor vocal, by reason of the 
immoderate distance that is betwixt us and them." 
Secondly, that ^4t is no part of their essential 
beatitude, that they should see our prayers, or our 
actions in the eternal world;" and Thirdly, — ^that 
'4t is not altogether certain, whether it do appertain 
to their accidental felicity to see our prayers : " and 
concludes, ^'from whence it may seem probable, that 
although it do not follow necessarily upon the saints'i 
beatitude, that they should hear our prayers of con- 
gruity, yet it may seem probable that God revealeth 
unto them all those suits which men present unto 
them."* 

* Dicendum quod sancti in Patri4 qui de &cto in ccelus sunt, 

iiaturali cognitione pur& vespertina, quBB est cognitio rerum in 

proprio genere, nullas orationes nostrum in terr4 consistentium, 

*neque mentales, neque vocales oognoscunt, propter Immoderatam 

distantiam inter nos et ipsos. 

Non est de ratione beatitudinis essentialis ; ut nostras orationes, 
aut alia &cta nostra, matutina cognitione videant in verbo. 

Utrom autem videre nostras oiationes pertineat ad eorum 
beatudinem accidentalem, non per omnia certum est. 

Unde probability didtor, quod licet non necessario sequitur 
ad sanctorum beatitudinem, ut orationes nostras audiant de 
congruo; tamen Deus eis revelat omnia, quse ipsis offeruntur. 
(Gfib, Biel in Canone Missa, LecL 31. Lugdun, 1527: and 

f3 
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In mj next I purpose exposing a more deliberate 
perversion of the sentiments of St. Augustine. 
I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 

A Lat Subscriber. 



TO THE EDITOR OF THE "HISTORIC TIMES." 

Sm,— I have read with surprise and indignation 
a letter in your last number from a person who 
signs himself a " Lay Subscriber," on the subject of 
a pamphlet entitled the "Devotions of the Scap- 
ular." In that letter I read the following slanderous 
paragraph : " I have found all classes of Romanists, 
from Dr. Wiseman down to the Redemptorist 
Fathers, most wittingly and deliberately misquot- 
ing and misinterpreting the sentiments of early 
Christian writers." Dr. Wiseman's character stands 
too high in the minds of English 'Catholics to stoop 
to such a proceeding as asserted by the "Lay 
Subscriber." I demand at once that your corre- 
spondent do substantiate his rash charge, or publicly 
withdraw it by letter in your journal. 

I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 

A Catholic* 

see Birckbeck*8 Proteslani's Evidencey 8, ExeUr Hall, London, 
1849, Tol. ii. p. 249.) 

• "Historic Times," Oct. 19th, 1849, No. 40, vol. ii. 
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Sm. — I am obliged to you for your communica- 
tion &om '^ A Catholic," and am glad to have this 
opportunity of bringing to the notice of your 
readers, and of "A Catholic" in particular, the 
subject on which he calls for an explanation ; 
which otherwise, in the course of this series of 
letters, I could not have entered upon. 

"A Catholic" has expressed a virtuous indigna- 
tion at the following words in my last letter; — 
^* / have found all classes of RomanistSy from Dr, 
Wisemany doton to the Redemptorist Fathers, most 
wittingly and deliberately misquoting and mis- 
interpreting the sentiments of the early Christian 
writers;'' and calls upon me either to prove or 
retract my assertion. Now, Sir, as I say nothing 
rashly, so am I fully prepared to prove my asser- 
tion. 

The first precept of a Lay Romanist (to which 
body I presume your correspondent belongs) is 
implicit obedience to "The Church." The words 
" The Church " act as a charm ; whatever the 
priest says, he will never presume to question ; and 
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whatever he reads issued by " The Church "* he 
will never dare to doubt ; and thus is the delusion 
kept up Were an ingenuous Roman Catholic 

* It may not be ooAsidered out of place here, to note down 
one instance of the many that can be adduced wherein '^ The 
Church" places her authority above the bible— the word of 
Grod. It is well known that the modem church of Rome 
deprives the laity of the cup at the Sacrament of the Iiord's 
Supper. The council of Trent decreed, that '^Whosoever 
shaU affirm that all and every one of Christ's faithful are bound 
by divine command to receive the most holy sacrament of the 
Eucharist in both kinds, as necessary to salvation, let him be 
accursed.'* (Cone. Trid. sess. xiii. Decret. de Eucharist, cap. 
viii. can. 1.) The laity were first deprived of the cup by a 
decree of a Council held at Constance, a.d. 1416. Though at 
that Council it was acknowledged, that Christ instituted the 
Lord's supper in both kinds, and that such wtus the practice of 
the early Christian church. Now we read expressly in 1 Cor. 
XL 25 — 28, that the wine was equally, with the bread, com- 
manded, by our Lord, to be received by all. How does the 
church of Rome get over this difficulty ? By interposing the 
authority of the church. If we turn to the Douay Bible, at ver. 
28, 1 Cor. xi. — ** But let a man prove himself, and so let him 
eat of that bread and drink of that chalice ;" — we find this 
note : — " This is not said by way of command, but by way of 
allowance, viz., where and wh£N it is agreeable to thb 
PRACTICE OF THE CHURCH." The Command is imperative that 
a man should first prove himself, and therefore, equally so, that 
he should eat of the bread and drink of the cup. It is fiirther 
worthy of note that the Douay version gives the 27th ver. as 
follows : — *' Wherefore whosoever shall eat this bread, or drink 
this chalice;" — to which the following note is added: — *' or 
drink. Here erroneous translators corrupted the text, by 
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Layman to read and think for himself, then would 
the spell be broken, the inthralling power thrown 
off ; then would the film drop from his eyes ; he 
would no longer see through a glass darkly. '^ A 
Catholic" I consider to be labouring under the 
delusion ; and if he is now serious in his inquiry, I 
will put his sincerity to the proof. 

Were I to detail the numerous misquotations 
indulged in by Roman Catholic controversialists, 
my remarks would form a volume of considerable 
bulk. I can therefore only for the present refer 
"A Catholic" to those works already before the 
public, and which remain unanswered,^ wherein 
numerous glaring and flagrant cases are exposed, 
the proofs •f which are principally derived, not 
only from Protestant, but also from Roman Catholic 
editors and commentators. But the provoking part 
of the case is, that notwithstanding repeated re- 
proofs, Roman Catholic controversialists stiU con- 
patting and drink, (contrary to the original, i| wivti.) instead 
of or drink,*' We however have no hesitation in asserting 
that the authentic Greek is Kai, not ij, and that our translation 
is correct. The Douay editors do not refer us to any manuscript 
or authority to support their assertion, but it is very certain 
that our transhitors were perfectly justified in the version they 
have given us. They consulted the Alexandrian and Cambridge 
MSS., and two other manuscripts of later date, all which, 
equally with the Syriac, the Ethiopic, and Coptic versions, have 
andf and not or. 
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tinue to quote these same works and passages as 
testimonies of the truth, without the slightest 
intimation of anj doubts having been raised as to 
their genuineness. 

"A Catholic" having made the inquiry, I presume 
he will read and judge for himself whether I am 
justified in making the charge complained of. I 
prefer a reference to the works which justify my 
charge rather than to quote from them, as their 
perusal will not only prove my case, but also 
enlighten a careful reader, whatever may be his 
belief, on the general subject at issue. 

I must first direct his attention to two works — 
" Primitive Christian Worship," and the " Worship 
of the Virgin Mary," published by the Society for 
Promoting Christian Knowledge ; or the tracts, 
"What is Romanism ?" by the same Society. The 
latter are very inexpensive. These will give your 
correspondent a pretty tolerable insight into the 
subject. He will find, among other things, a 
serious charge brought against Dr. Wiseman, and 
fully substantiated. In Dr. Wiseman's lectures, 
quotations are made from works declared, even by 
members of his own church, to be spurious and 
apocryphal, without the slightest intimation of any 
doubt of their authenticity having been raised ; and 
moreover, in reference to his quotations (to take one 
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example — " Lectures," vol. ii., p. 108. London : 
Booker, 1836) from a homily, falsely attributed to 
St. Athanasius, the proofs of the spuriousness of 
the homily are drawn out at large by the iBene* 
dictine editors, in the very edition and the identical 
volume of the works of Athanasius to which Dr. 
Wiseman refers for his authority when he quotes 
the passage as genuine. A striking proof of this 
is adduced in Tract No. XIL — " What is Roman- 
ism ?" * 

* Dr. Wiseman introduces the spurious passage from St. 
Athanasius, in the following words: — 

^ St. Athanasius, the most zealous and strenuous supporter 
that the church ever possessed of the divinity of Jesus Christ, 
and consequently, of his infinite superiority over all the Saints, 
thus enthusiastically addresses his ever-blessed mother. ' Hear, 
now, O daughter of David, incline thine ear to our prayers ; we 
raise our cry to thee. Remember us, most holy Virgin, and 
for the feeble eulogiums we give thee, grant us great gifts from 
the treasures of thy graces, thou that art full of grace. Hail ! 
Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee. Queen, and mother 
of God, intercede for us.' Mark well these words, 'grant us 
great gifts from the treasures of thy graces ;' as if he hoped 
directly to receive them from her. Do Catholics use stronger 
words than these, or did Athanasius think or speak with us or 
with Protestants ?''' The Benedictme writers declare in the 
preface of the work quoted by Dr. Wiseman, ^That this dis- 
course is spurious thb&b is no learned man who does not 
now adjudge." And they add, the testimony of Baronius, who 
declared, ^ tsrjlt all pbbsons of lea&nino who wsaa 
DBSiBOua OF THE TRUTH would readily agree with him in 
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But Dr. Wiseman, with numerous others, appear 
to have borrowed from that standard Roman 
Catholic work by Messrs. Kirk and Berrington, 
" The Faith of Catholics." The tracts and works 
alluded to, therefore, equally apply to " The Faith 
of Catholics." 

Should your correspondent not be satisfied with 
what he will read in the works recommended, he 
will find sufficient to satisfy his inquiring mind on 
this subject in the excellent work of the Rev. R. T. P. 
Pope, entitled ^^ Roman Misquotations," or certain 
passages from the Fathers adduced in a work enti- 
tled " The Faith of Catholics," &c., brought to the 
test of the originals, and their perverted character 
demonstrated (Holdsworth, London, 1840). Mr. 
Pope has bestowed very great labour on this work, 
and has not contented himself with merely correct- 
ing the mistranslations, but has given, in each case, 
the context of the whole passage with the original 
text in the appendix, as well as copious notes of 
very considerable interest and point, to illustrate 

condemning the whole homily as spurious." Now it is admitted 
on all hands, that there is no lack of learning with the Right 
Rev. Doctor, no person accused him of ignorance. To what, 
then, shall we attribute this strange proceeding on his part, in 
quoting as genuine, passages from works which all persons of 
learning, desihous op the truth, do not hesitate to condemn 
as spurious ? 
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the questions under consideration. The peculiar 
merit of Mr. Pope's work is, that his charges rest 
on the clearest evidence. " The extracts from the 
originals by which they are established^ have been, 
WITHOUT A SINGLE EXCEPTION, transcribed from 
the very editions which were employed either in 
the compilation or revision of * The Faith of Ca- 
tholics:" 

Another work to which I would particularly wish 
to draw the attention of your correspondent, "A 
Catholic," as well as all other Boman Catholics, is 
the most valuable work by the Rev. G. S. Faber, 
" Difficulties of Romanism" (second edition, Riving- 
ton, London.) Mr. Faber seems to have been led into 
a discussion with certain Romanists ; his appeal to 
Scriptures was of no avail, for his opponents declare 
the Bible an insufficient rule of faith. They hold, 
"that the Unwritten Word ought to be held in 
equal reverence with the Written Word," for the 
Council of Trent declared (Sess. iv.) that, ^* after 
the example of orthodox Fathers," Unwritten Tra- 
ditions ought to be held in equal reverence with the 
Written Word. The Rev. Mr. Faber has met his 
opponents on their own field, and by placing the 
translations in juxta-position with the originals, he 
not only has made out a clear case of wilful perver- 

6 
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sion of facts and texts, but has also shown the 
perfect nullity of the Roman Catholic creed, and 
the insufficiency and absurdity of their ^^Rule of 
Faith." 

Let "A Catholic" carefuUy and without preju- 
dice read these works, and he will not only admit 
that I was perfectly justified in the charge I have 
made, of which he so much complained, but must 
come to the conclusion that that system must]^be 
essentially rotten for the support of which both the 
highest and the lowest in her ministry are obliged 
to rely on falsehood. 

" But, Sir, let me add one word more with res- 
pect to Dr. Wiseman. The right rev. prelate, 
feeling how clearly the charge of idolatry can be 
substantiated against his Church with regard to 
Image ' Worship, has not only endeavoured to 
explain away the practical teaching of the Church 
' of Rome on this head, but also has not hesitated to 
indulge his readers with a perversion of facts. In 
his " Lectures'* he endeavours to explain away the 
teaching of that Church by insisting that the wor- 
ship given to " Sacred Images" is only a relative 
worship. I am prepared to show that his heathen 
or pagan ancestors raised the very same plea in 
favour of Image Worship as practised in their days ; 
notwithstanding which the system was condemned 
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as idolatrous** But, surely, Dr. Wiseman cannot 
be ignorant of the fact that learned doctors and 
canonized saints of liis own Church have emphatic- 

* That there are literal Image Worshippers in the bosom of 
the Roman Catholic Church as there were among the Pagans of 
old, will form the subject of another letter. 

Amongst the Pagans there was a class who did not worship 
the image, but referred the worship to the being represented by 
that image. The similarity of argument used by the Pagans 
and Heathens, in &vour of this relative worship as practised by 
them, when opposed by the early Christians, with those 
advanced by the Council of Trent and by many Roman Catho- 
lics of the present day is remarkable. 

The Council of Trent, which is declared to be in£edlible, did 
not dare to define the amount or quality of worship to be given 
to " Sacred Images." They declare that " The images of Christ 
and the Virgin Mother of God, and the other Saints, are to be 
most especially had and retained in Churches, and due honour 
and veneration are to be given to them ; not because any virtue 
or divinity is supposed to reside in them, upon account of which 
they are to be worshipped ; or that any thing is to be sought 
from them ; or that trust is to be placed in them, as was form- 
erly the case among the Gentiles, who placed their trust in 
idols; but because the honour which is exhibited to them is 
referred to the prototypes which they represent ; so that, through 
the images which we kiss, and before which we ukcover 
0U& heads, akd pbostrate ovbselyes, we adore Christ, and we 
venerate the Saints, whose similitude they represent" (Sess. 25. 
Coun. Trent.) 

That this is the very argument employed by the heathens, 
and against which the early Christians protested, is evident. 
The following quotations, from among the many that might be 
adduced, conclusively decide the question; that not only was 
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ally declared that images are to be worshipped with 
the selfsame adoration as is awarded by his Church 

the direct or relative worship of images repudiated by them, but 
that the use of images was also entirely rejected. 

Lactantius, who wrote about a.d. 300, declared that, " Beyond 
doubt, wherever an image is, there is no religion." (Lact. Divin. 
Instit. lib. ii. c. xix.) 

Amobius, who wrote about the same period thus remonstrates 
with the heathen idolaters: — ^ You say, 'We worship the gods 
through the images.' What, then I If these images did not exist, 
would the gods not know they were worshipped, nor be aware 
of any honour being paid to them by you ? . . . . What can be 
done more unjust, more disrespectful, more cruel, than to 
recognize one as a god, and offer your supplication to another 
thing ; to hope for help from a divine being, and pray to an 
image which has no sense 1 " 

Again he proceeds, ** But ye say, * You are mistaken ; we do 
not consider materials of brass, or silver, or gold, or other 
things of which the statues are made, to be, of themselves, gods 
or sacred divinities; but in these materials we worship and 
venerate those gods whom the holy dedication brings in, and 
causes to dwell in the images wrought by the craftsmen.'" 
(Leipsic Edit. 1816, lib. vi. c. ix. and xvii.) 

The following passage from Origen, (a.d. 230,) also bears strongly 
on the question: — ^ What sensible person would not laugh at 
a man who .... looks to images, and either offers up his prayer 
to them, or, beholding them, refers it to the being contem- 
plated IN HIS MIND, to whom he &ncies that he ought to 
ascend from the visible object, which is the symbol of him (the 
unseen Deity)?" (Cont. Cels. lib. vii. c. xliv.) 

St. Ambrose (a.d. 397.) to Valentinian, thus speaks, — ^^ This 
gold, if carefully handled, has an outward value ; but inwardly 
it is mere ordinary metal. Examine, I pray you, and oft 
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to the Being represented by such image ; thus, 
DuUa to the image of a saint or angel ; Hyperdtdia 

thoroughly the class of Grentiles. The words they utter are rich 
and grand ; the things they defend are utterly devoid of truth ; 

THBT TALK OF GOD — THIY WORSHIP AK IMAGE." (Venice, 1781, 

Epist. chap. i. — xviii.) 

St. Augustin, (a.d. 425.) arguing against the nice distinctions 
made by the heathen idolaters in his day, says, "But those 
persons seem to themselves to belong to a more puriiied religion, 
who say, '^I worship neither an image nor a demon; but I 
regard the bodily figure as the reprbseittation of that being 
WHOM I OUGHT to WORSHIP. • . . And whcn, again, with regard 
to these, they begin to be pressed hard on the point, that they 
worship bodies .... they are bold enough to answer, that they 
do not worship the bodies themselves, but the divinities which 

PRESIDE OVER AND RULE THEM." (Vol. iv. p. 1261, OH Psahn 

xciii. part 2: Paris, 1679.) On Psalm xcvi. he says: — ^" But 
some disputant comes forward, and very wise in his own conceit, 
says, ' I do not worship that stone, nor that insensible image : 
your prophet could not know that they have eyes and see not, 
and I be ignorant that that image neither hath a soul nor sees 
with his eyes, nor hears with his ears. I do not worship that, 

but I ADORE WHAT I SEE, AND SERVE HIM WHOM I DO NOT SEE*. 

And who is he? a certain invisible divinity which presides over 
that image" (Vol. iv. p. 1047). 

And again, " And lest any one should say, ' I do not worship 
the image, but that which the images signify/ it is immediately 
added, * And they worshipped and served the creature more than 
the Creator.' Now understand this well ; they either worship the 
image or a creature : he who worships the image converts the 
truth of Grod into a lie." (Serm. cxcvii., vol. v. p. 905.) \ 

In the above passage I have adopted Mr. Tyler's translation, 
from « What is Romanism ! " Tract xix. 

g3 
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to that of the Virgin Mary ; and Latria (the 
supreme worship due to Grod,) to the images of 
Christ. And the " Pontifical," a text book of the 
learned Doctor, declares that the worship of iMtria 
is due to the material cross : and in the authorized 
rituals of his Church, in the Missal and Breviarj, 
as he well knows, on Good Friday, the 3rd of May, 
and the 14th of September, in every year the 
Material Cross is worshipped with a religions 
worship. 

As to the perversion of fact, he states that " the 
Council of Trent does not decree that we are obliged 
to use them \the images']; it only says that it is 
wholesome to have them** (Lect. xiii., vol. ii., p. 
130). Now I call upon "A Catholic" to examine 
his creed, and the decrees of the Council of Trent 
on the subject in question, and I leave him to 
decide whether my charge is not proved. The 
words of the creed are, " I most firmly assert that 
the images of Christ, and of the mother of God 
always a Virgin, and of other saints, are to be had 
and retained, and that to them the honour anc* 
veneration due must be rendered*^ And the decree 
of the Council of Trent, of the 25th Sess., "con- 
cerning sacred images," is as follows : — " The coun- 
cil commands all bishops and others, discharging 
the ofiice and cure of instruction .... diligently 
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to instruct the faitliful; teaching them .... that 
the holy bodies of the holy martyrs and of others 
living with Christ, which were living members of 
Christ, &c., are to be venerated by the faithful, by 
which [bodies] many benefits are conferred on 
mankind ; so that they who affirm that veneration 
and honour is not owed to the relics of the saints, 
or that they [the relics] and other sacred monu- 
ments are uselessly honoured by the faithful, and 
that the tombs and shrines of the saints are in vain 
frequented for the purpose of obtaining their help, 
are dUogeiher to he accursed^ as the Church long 
ago has accursed them, and now also accurses 
them : moreover, that the images of Christ and the 
Virgin Mother of God, and of other saints, are to 
be most especially had and retained in chureheSf 
and the honour and veneration due must be given to 
themP 

" A Catholic" wiU agree with me that the words 
of his Church are imperative, and that Dr. Wise- 
man is cursed by his Church for having written 
contrary to her decrees \ and let " A Catholic" 
further correct the passage in his edition of the 
'* Lectures," so that the passage should stand thus : 
" The Council does decree that we are obliged to 
use them \ it does not only say that it is wholesoine 
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to have them."* — ^I have the honour to he, Sir, your 
ohedieut servant, 

A Lay Subscbiber. 
October I6th. 

* Subjoined, are a few examples, from the many ordinary 
perversions and misquotations indulged in by Roman Catholic 
writers. 

In the " Abridgment of Christian Doctrine," edited, revised 
and sanctioned by the Roman Catholic Bishop, Dr. Doyle, 
scripture is grossly perverted to uphold that most unscriptural 
doctrine of rendering religious worship to saints and angehk 
Q. "Is it lawful to honour the angels and saints ?"—^. "Yes." 
Q, "How prove you that?" — A, "Revelation xix. 10. * And 
I fell down, said he, to adore before the feet of the angel who 
showed me these things.^ " Thus endeavouring to vindicate ihi» 
practice, by hiding from view the remainder of the text, which 
contains all the meaning: — ^ And hjs said unto me, See thou do 
it not ; I am thy fellow-servant : worship God,*"* 
. And to the like effect is the Note in the Douay Bible, to 
Exod. XX. 5. — " Did not St. John, and other saints, bow down 
out of respect to angels?" (Glasgow, Family Edition, 1845.) 

Again, on the same subject. To support by scriptural testi- 
mony their system of adoration and invocation of saints and 
angels, Romanists cite the circumstance of Abraham having 
bowed down before the men who appeared to him as messengem 
from heaven, (Gen. xviii. 2 ;) and the words of Jacob when he 
gave his blessing to the sons of Joseph (Gen. xlviii. 15, 16). It 
is invariably maintained by Protestant divines, that no counted 
nance whatever is here given to this Popish dogma ; that the 
person whom Abraham addressed, and "the Augel the Re- 
deemer " whom Jacob invoked, was the Angel of the Covenant, 
the Word, who was " in the ftilness of time " manifested in the 
flesh, the Son of God. This Protestant interpretation is held by 
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all the early Christian writers who have recorded their opinions 
on this subject. To name but a few — Justin Martyr, who 
flourished a.d. 150, in his Dial, ciun Tryph. oh. 56, &c., p. 
150, &c. (Paris, 1742.) Eusebius, a.d. 314. Demonstr. Evan, 
lib. y. ch. 10. Athanasius, vol. i. p. 561, (Paiis, 1698.) &c., 
&c. AH these declare their opinion that the Angel was ^' God 
the Son." In the face of this array of autiiorities, and those 
too, whom the church of Rome hold in profound respect, and 
notwithstanding the Second Article of their Creed, wherein they 
declare that ^Hhey will never take and interpret them (the 
flcriptures) otherwise than according to the unanimous consent 
OF THE FATHERS." Roman Catholic controversialists still con- 
tinue to cite Abraham and Jacob as examples of godly men, 
adoring and invoking saints and angels. The editors of the 
same edition of the Douay Bible above mentioned, make the 
following comment on the text. Gen. xlviii. 15, 16. — And 
he blessed Joseph^ and said, God, before whom my fathers 
Abraham and Isaac did walk, ihe God who fed me all my Itfe 
long vnto this day, the Angel which redeemed me from all evil, 
bless the lads, " The angel guardian, who by God's ordinance, 
has ever protected me, continue his kind attention towards these, 
my grand-children. It is not probable that he, who was called 
God before, should now be styled an angel, as some Protestants 
would have us believe. St. Basil, c. Eunom. ilL and St. 
Chrysostom, with many others, aU^e this text to prove that 
an angel is given to man for the direction of his life, and to pro- 
tect him against the assaults of the rebel angels, as Calvin himself 
dares not deny." The deception here attempted is, first, to 
make the reader believe that the interpretation they condemn 
is a modem Protestant innovation ; reference to the authorities 
above cited, will at once disprove this position. In the next 
place, we are referred to Basil and Chrysostom as authoi:ities in 
their fsivour. To the latter no reference is given; this is a 
convenient and not uncommon method of quoting, adopted by 
Romanists. It will be time to notice the opinions of this writer 
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when we are fsvomed with the reference. As to St. BasU, the 
3rd Book of this writer against Ennomius is most confidently 
cited as an authorityv without the tliffhtett alltuhn being made 
te the fact that the greatest possible doubt has been thrown, bj^ 
Roman Catholic commentators themselves, on the genuineness of 
the work in question; and to prove this, we need not go beyond 
the preface of the Benedictine edition of the identical work, 
(2 vols, folio, Basilii, Pre&tio,) wherein it is stated that all the 
works attributed to Basil are called in question, and the £▼& 
books against Eunomius (dted in the note above) are particir- 
larly enumerated in the list of doubtful origin. Thus, to prove 
a false and unscriptural doctrine, the Romanist editor has not 
only unhesitatingly qnoted a doubtAil authority, without any 
reference to such doubts having been raised by his own church, 
but has also wholly omitted to name those undoubted authorities 
of earlier date, who testify against him. But taking the work 
against Eunomius as genuine, St. Basil most clearly gives a 
Protestant interpretation of the point in question. In lib. ii. 
tom. i. p. 252, he most distinctly states that Ohbist was the 
*^ Angel of the Lord,'* who from time to time appeared to 
patriarchs and prophets of old, as recorded in the Old Testa- 
ment. Many similar instances of disngenousness might be 
adduced from this same editicm of the Douay Version* 

In Dr. Doyle's Abridgment, the question asked is, ^How 
prove you that some sins are venial?" — Ans. Out of 1 Joh& 
i. 8 ; where, speaking of such as walk in the light, and are^ 
cleansed £rom all mo&tal sin by the blood of Christ, he adds, 
'^ If we say .we Imve not Eon we seduce ourselves, and the truth 
is not in us.** Here it wiU be observed, to uphold the theory 
invented by this modem church, relative to venial and mortal 
was, the word mortal is most unwarrantably added to the text ; 
the text being ^ the blood of Jesus Christ his Son, cleanses us 
from ALL sin." Thus we find a Roman Catholic bishop, in one 
place adding to, and in another subtracting from, ^ the word of 
God," — to support Romish errors. '(See- Rev. xxii. 18, 19.) 
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The holy scriptures themselves have not escaped the sacri- 
legious hands of papists. When tiie Albigenses and Waldenses 
were suffering persecutions at the hands of papists^ for declaring 
that they would not believe in the Romiah doctrines of the 
majBB, purgatory, &c., &c., because they were not to be found in 
God's written word, a new version of the testament was circulated 
by the Roman Catholic church, containing perverted texts to 
support their heresies. 

The version was published with the fullest authoraty of the 
Koman Catholic church. The following is a transcript of the 
title page. 

'' Le Nouvean Testament de N6tre Sdigneur Jesus Christ ; 
Traduit de Latin en Francois, pur les Theologiens De Louvain 
A' Bordeaux: Chez la veuve de 6. de La Court, et N. de la 
Court, Imprimeurs du Roy et de Monsigneur TArchevSque, Rue 
St. Jaques ; H.n.CLXXXVT. Avec approbation et permission." 

I select a few passages only, giving a literal translation from 
the French ; the words added or altered are put in Italics. 

As to the sacrifice of the Mass. Acts xiii. 2. '^ As they 
-offered to the Lord the sacrifice of the Mass and fasted." 

As to Purgatory. 1 Cor. iii. 15. ^ If any man's works shall 
be burned, he shall suffer loss ; but he bimself ihali foe saved ; 
yet 8o BR hj the fire of Purgatory, 

As to Venial and Mortal Sins. 1 John v. 17. ''All 
tmrighteousness is sin ; but there is a sin which is not tnortal, 
hut eeniaW" 

As to Maniage being a Sacrament. Two texts are perverted, 
\ Cor. viL 10. ^ But those who are joined in the sacrament of 
marriage, I command, &c. 2 Cor. vi. 14. ''Be ye not con^ 
joined in the sacrament of marriage with unbelievers." 

It should be here observed, that in the present Douay Version, 
in Eph. V. ver. 32, to prove that marriage is a sacrament, they 
translate the word fiwffrijptoi/, properly "Mystery," — 'Sacra- 
ment.' — "This is a great sacrament." The word fjivarriploaf 
occurs twenty-seven times in the New Testamenl;, and we find 
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in the Roman Catholic venion the word is twenty-six times 
tranfllated ** Mystery," but the twenty-seventh, for obTious 
reasons, *' Sacrament." 

As to Pilgrimages. Luke ii. 41. — ^^ Now his £Either and 
mother went every year on a pilgrimage to Jerusalem." 

And the essentially Popish word host, is thus introduced. 1 
Peter ii. 5. — " You also, as living stones, are built up to be a 
spiritual house, a holy sacrijlce, to offer up spiritual hostt.^ 

One text more. I Tim. iv. 7. — '^ Now the Spirit speaketh 
expressly that in the latter times some shall depart from the 
Roman faith," &c. 

Of the above Testament there are two copies at Dublin, and 
one in the University Library at Durham. 

Birckbedc, in his examinations of the ^ £x-pnigatory Index,*' 
gives the following, with many other similar instances: — •'Neither 
yet hath God's book escaped your [Papists'} fingers; witness the 
Bible set forth by your own men, (Robert Stephens, with the 
double text, and Yatarog. Madrit, 1584 ;) there we read in the 
text Levit. xxvi., according to your translation, '^Thou shall not 
make to thyself an idol, and graven thing ;" your index saith, 
"blot this out of the margin, that gratbn things are 
FOBBiDi>£N." Delatur iilud, Sculpiilia prahibet JieH, — In, 
Expurg per Quirog, Madrit, 1584.^^ " Again, the text, 1 Kings 
vii. 3, saith, '' Prepare your hearts to the Lord, and serve him 
only ;** your index saith, ^ blot out this globs, that we must 
SERYE GOD ONLY." Deleantur ilia verba, SoulpHlia prohibet 
fieri," Birckbech'a Protestants Evidence, London: Reforma- 
tion Society, 8, Exeter Hall. 1849, Vol. I. p. 60. 



N. B. While these sheets were in the press, my attention was 
drawn to a leading article which appeared in ''The Times" of 
Nov. 26, 1839. This article contains so complete an answer to 
** A Catholic," that I have, in an Appendix, set it out in fiill, 
and to which I beg to call the reader's attention. — Tempora 
Mutantur. 
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LETTER VI. 

IThe following letter did not appear iitthe ''Histo&ic Times," 
but was prepared, and kept in reserve, in case the statements 
advanced in the last letter, in answer to '' A Catholic,^^ should 
be disputed. The letter is here introduced, being, it is submit- 
ted, of general interest.] 

Sm. — In my last letter, in answer to " A Catho- 
lic,'' I stated as a fact, that religious worship is 
rendered by his Church to the material image and 
to the material cross. 

The statements advanced in that letter are : — 

1st. That learned doctors and canonized saints of 
the modem Boman Catholic Church declare, that 
images are to be worshipped with the selfsame 
worship as is awarded to the being represented by 
such image ; and, , therefore, the supreme worship 
due to God, is given to the image of Christ. 

2nd. That the "Roman Pontifical'* declares that 
the supreme worship, which is due to God, is due 
and to be given to the material cross : and — 

3rd. That in the "Missal and Breviary" the 
"Books of Common Prayer" of the Romish clergy 
and laity, religious worship is rendered to the mate- 
rial cross. 

H 
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I propose to establish these statements ; and 
should any honest and ingenuous Romanist, for 
many such there are, put his private opinions on 
the subject, in opposition to those of acknowledged 
doctors and canonized saints of his Church, I would 
demand what righi has this Church to claim the 
title of "Catholic," to the exclusion of all other 
churches, assuming as one of the grounds for its 
claim to catholicily, the unity of doctrine and senti- 
ment of the members among themselves, and with 
the head. (Septima Nota est^ unio metnbrorum cum 
capite, inter se et cum eapUe. Bellar. lib. iv. cap. z. 
De Notis Ecclesiae.) 

First, — Cardinal Bellarmin, whose opinions on 
theological subjects are universally quoted and 
received, and who is an undoubted authority in the 
Romish Church, wrote very shortly after the sit- 
tings of the Council of Trent. On the subject of 
" Sacred Images^* (c. xx. book 2.) he admits that 
there is the widest difference of opinion in the 
bosom of the Church. 

"The question proposed is, with what sort of 
worship are images to be honoured ? There are 
three opinions." 

The first he rejecU^ viz " That the faithful ought 
to do no more with regard to images than to wor- 
ship before them ; not to worship the image, but 
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the prototype, the exempkr, the original, the Being 
of which the image is the representation. 

The second opinion with which we have at pre- 
sent to deal, is, ''that the same honour is due to the 
image as the exemplar; and thence, that the image 
of Christ is to be worshipped with the worship of 
LA.TSIA, [that supreme worship which Papists render 
to God,] the image of the Blessed Virgin with the 
worship of HyperduUoy and the images of the other 
saints with the worship of DuUa. Thus, Alexan- 
der, part 3, quest 30, last art. ; the blessed Thomas 
[Aquinas], part 3, quest. 26, art 3 ; and thus also 
Gajetan, the blessed Bonaventura, Marsilius, Al- 
mayne^ Carthusian, and others.*' 

A goodly fellowship of authorities ! 

The third opinion, Bellannin states as his own, 
which is introduced here to show what subtle 
refinements are necessary to bolster up a system, 
which the advocate himself must have been con- 
scious savoured much of heathen idolatry. " That 
images are to be worshipped both in themselves and 
on their own acoounty but yet with a worship infe- 
rior to what is due to the original being, and 
proportionate to the relation which the image bears 
to that original, and in some limited sense they [the 
original being and the image] are identifiable." 

How necessary was the caution of St. Paul to 
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the Christian Church, ^^ Beware, lest any one spoil 
you through philosophy and vain deceit^ after the 
tradxdon <^ men, after the rudiments of the world, 
and not after Christ,"" (Col. ii. 8.) 

Thomas Aquinas comes first on our list of image 
worshippers of the orthodox school. Thomas Aqui- 
nas was canonized a saint of the modem Roman 
Catholic Church by Pope John XXU., and Pope 
Paul v., nearly two centuries and a half after 
his (Aquinas') death, commanded the festival 
and office of St. Thomas Aquinas to be kept 
with the same reverence as those of the four 
doctors of the Western Church" saints of the high- 
est repute in the Roman Catholic Church, viz; 
St. Ambrose, St. Augustine, St Jerome^ and 
St. Gregory. He is quoted as the Mighty School- 
man, the Seraphic Doctor, the Blessed Thomas, — 
and to crown the whole, a special service is cele- 
brated in his honour, on the 7th of March, when aU 
classes of Romanists bear testimony, before Gk)d, to 
the soundness and purity of his doctrine, in the 
following prayers, found in the Roman Breviary 
as used by Roman Catholics in England. 

"O God, who dost enlighten thy Church by the 
WONDEKFUL ERUDITION of the blcsscd Thomas the 
Confessor, and makest it fruitful by his holy opera- 
tion, grant to us, we beseech thee, to embrace 
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WITH OUB UNDEBSTANDINa WHAT HE TAUGHT, and 

to fulfil by our imitation wliat be did, tbrougb our 
Lord," 

'' best Doctor and ligbt of the Holy Churcb, 
blessed Thomas, lover of thy divine law, intercede 
for us with the Son of God." 

The blessed and Seraphic Docttn^s words on the 
subject of Images are, '^ It is thus, therefore, to be 
declared, that as no reverence is due to the image 
of Christ, in respect of its being any substance, (say 
carved or painted wood,) because reverence is only 
due to a rational nature. It remains, therefore, 
that reverence is shown to it only in respect of its 
being an image ; and thus it follows, that the same 
reverence should he paid to the image of Christ as 
to Christ himself. Since, therefore, Christ is adored 
with the worship of Latria, it follows that his 
IMAGE is to be adored with the worship of Latbia." 

And again, "We offer the supreme adoration of 
Latria to that Being, in whom we place our hope 
of salvati<m. But we place our hope of sahaiion 
in the cross of Christ : for the Church sings, ' Hail, 
O eroesy our only hope in this time of passion, 
increase righteousness to the pious, and grant par- 
don to the guilty.' Therefore the cboss of Chbist 

is to BE ADOBED WITH THE SUPBEHE ADOBATION OF 

LATBIA." (See Thomas Aquinas, part iii. Theol. 

Hd 
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Summary. Rome, 1686, quest. 25, art 1—^, and 
Distinc. lib. iii. Dist. ix. Salut, iv. Venice, 1780. 

Next on the list we find St. Bonayentuba, a 
canonized Saint, who, with St. Thomas Aquinas, 
figures conspicuously in the Boman Catholic Calen- 
dar ; and to whose soundness ^d purity of doctrine, 
a similar testimony is borne, in the aminal odebra- 
tion of his festival on the 14th of July. He is as 
explicit and literal on the subject of the worship of 
the material images and cross, as Aquinas.* 

Should Romanists be indignant that the charge 
of Idolatry is brought against them, let them at 
once strike out of the list of cannonized Saints, the 
names of the ^^ Seraphic Doctor," and Bonaventura. 

James Naglantus, the celebrated Bishop of 
Clugium, wrote about four years after the sitting of 
the Council of Trent, of which he was one of the 
principal members, and who was described as 
'* shining among the doctors and bishops there, as 
the day*star among the lesser luminaries." 

The works of Naclantus were specially dedicated 
to the Pope of Rome. It will not, therefore, be 
unreasonable, to look to him as a faithful exponent 
of the true sentiments of the Tridentine Fathers, 
and consequently of the Romish Church in general, 

♦ See Letter VIII., where Bonaventura's sentiments are 
fully quoted. 
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on the subject of image worship. His words are : — 
*^ We must not only confess, that the faithful in the 
Church worship before an Image, as some fob 
CAUTION SAKE affirm : but we must furthermore 
confess, without the slightest scruple of coxiscience, 

that THEY ADOBE THE YEBY IMAGE ITSELF : for, in 

sooth, they venerate it with the identical worship 
wherewith they venerate its * prototype. Hence, if 

THEY ADOBE THE PBOTOTYPE WITH THAT DIVINE 
WOBSHIP WHICH IS BENDEBED TO GOD, AND WHICH 
TECHNICALLY BEABS THE NAME OF LATBIA, THEY 
ADORE ALSO THE IMAGE WITH THE SAME LATBiA 

OB SUPBEME DIVINE WOBSHIP : and, if they adore 
the prototype with Dulia or Hyperdulia, they are 
bound also to adore the Image with the self-same 
species of inferior worship." (Jacob. Naclant. Clug. 
Expos. Epist. ad Roman, cap. 1. Edit. Venice, a.d. 
1567, p. 202.) 

Gabbiel Biel, Peteb de Medkaus, and 
Abinghi, all redoubtable doctors and theologians, 
maintain the same opinions. 

"H there shall be Images of Christ, they abb 

ADOBED WIT& THE SAME SPECIES OF ADOBATION AS 
CHBIST HIMSELF, THAT IS, WITH THE SUPBEME 
ADOBATION CALLED LATBIA : if of the mOSt blcSSCd 

Virgin, with the worship of Hyperdulia." (Gabriel. 
Biel. super Can. Miss. lect. xlix.) 
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*' We must say, that^ to our Lady the Mother of 
God, there has been granted the remarkable pri- 
vilege of being physically and really present in 
some of her statues or images. — Hence we must 
piously believe, that in some celebrated statues or 
images of herself she is inherent and present^ 
personalfyj physkaUyy and rectify; — ^in order that^ 
in them, she may receive, from faithful worshippers, 
her due adoration." (Pet. de Medran. Reset. Theolog* 
p. 311.) 

" This image, translated from the city of Edess% 
is at once preserved as a bulwark against mad 
image-breakers, and is set forth to be taken up and 
ADOBED by the faithful.*^ (Aring. Bom. Subt. lib. v. 
chap. 4.) 

" Within these few years, under every Pope suc- 
cessively, some or other of our sacred images, espe- 
cially of the more ancient^ have made themselves 
illustrious^ and have acquired a peculiab wobship 
AND VENEBATiON, by the exhibition of fresh mira* 
cles : as it is notorious to all who dwell in this 
city." (Ibid. voL ii. p. 464.) 

A significant fact should not be overlooked here. 
To enlist every authority in the service of the 
Church, which can support the sentiments expressed 
by her, relative to image worship, even the Bible 
is called in — ^that blessed book so replete with 
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denunciations against such idolatry, — ^and Heb. xi. 
ver. 21, is thus rendered — "By faith; Jacob, when 
he was dying, blessed each of the sons of Joseph, 
and worshipped the top of his rod,^ Then is added 
this note ; — " The apostle here follows the ancient 
Greek Bible of the seventy interpreters (which 
translates in this manner. Gen. xlvii. 31.), and 
alleges this fact of Jacob, in paying a relative 
honour and veneration to the top of the rod or 
sceptre of Joseph, as to a figure of Christ's sceptre 
and kingdom, as an instance and argument of his faith. 
"But some translators, who are no friends to this 
relative honour, have corrupted the text by trans- 
lating it^ he worshipped^ leaning upon the top of his 
staff; as if this circumstance of leaning upon his 
staff were any argument of Jacob's faith, or worthy 
the being thus particularly taken notice of by the 
Holy Ghost." 

Do Romanists declare that the evidence of Ja- 
cob's faith rests on the fact of his worshipping a 
piece of wood ? The Greek word is li:) " upon^ 
or "leaning upon."* 

If the Romish Church reject the worshipping of 
images, why did they catch at this straw? In 
Genesis xlvii. 31, the Douay version renders it — 

* The posture adopted by the Jews in the act of prayer being 
erect, Jacob, notwithstanding his infirmity, raised himself, 
leaning upon his staff. 
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''Israel adored God, turning to the bed's head;** the 
same word signifying ''bed*' and "rod." 

Did Israel, then, adore God, or the bed's head ? 

Secondly. Roman Pontifigal. 

To put the matter beyond dispute as to the true 
meaning of this modem church, on the subject of 
the material worship of the cross, we find in the 
Boman Pontifical, (a book, containing the various 
ceremonies to be performed by bishops, which can- 
not be passed over; the Council of Trent going so 
far as to anathematize all those who should presume 
to retrench or alter any portion of it,) certain cere- 
monies laid down for receiving an emperor, which 
directs that the cross of the Pope's l^ate shall be 
carried on the right hand, giving this reason, — 
"because latbia [supreme worship due to God] is 
due to it ;" {quia debetur ei Latria. Romao, 1818, 
p. 468.) and in the office for blessing a new cross» 
the following direction is given : — " Then the priest 
kneeling down before the cross, devoutly adores and 
kisses it." " The same is done by as many other 
persons as choose." (pp. 335, 340* ) 

Thirdltf, Ths Rohan missal and bbeviabt. 

In the " Missale Romanum'* (Rom. 1826, pp. 136^ 
137 ;) a book of devotion for the use of the Roman 
Catholic laity, we find an account of the adoration of 
the Material Cross, for such it is, if words have any 
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meaning : — '^ On Good Friday, after certain lessons 
and prayers have been recited, the priest puts off 
his chasuble, goes up to the Epistle horn, and there 
at the back part of the comer of the altar, he receives 
from a deacon, a cboss that had been previously 
prepared on the altar: which turning his face 
towards the people, he uncovers a little from the 
top, beginning, alone, the anthem, ^Ecce lignum 
crucis' {^Behold the wood of the ctos»\. Then the 
assistant clergy join with him as far as ^V^te 
adoremus' \Come let vx adore\. But while the 
choir is singing ^Yenite adoremus,* all prostrate 
themselves, \8e prostemunt'] except the officiating 
priest Then he advances to the front comer of the 
same Epistle horn, and uncovering the right arm of 
the cross, and elevating it a little higher than 
before, he begins 'Ecce lignum crucis,' the others 
singing and adoring as before. Then the priest 
proceeds to the middle of the altar, and uncovers 
the whole of the cross, and lifting it up a third time, 
still louder, 'Ecce lignum crucis;' the rest singing 
and adoring as before ; — 

''^Ecce lignum, &c., Behold the wood of the 
cross, on which hung the Saviour of the world.' 

" Chorug — * Gome let us adore.' 

^' After this the priest alone bears the cross to a 
place prepared for it before the altar, and kneeling 
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down he deposits it there. Then, haying taken off 
his shoes, he approaches to adore the cross. In 
the mean time, while the adoration of the cross is 
going on, [dum Jit adorado crucis,'] all, or some of 
of the following ' reproaches * are sung, according 
as the greater or less number of those who. adore 
requires. After the * reproaches ' have been sung, 
then all together sing the following anthem : — 

* We ADORE THY CROSS, O Lord, and praise and 
glory thy holy resurrection : for behold by the wood 
came joy into the world.'* 

* The Rev. M. H. Seymoiur having penonally witneised the 
ceremony of the ^ Adoration of the Cross " on Good Friday at 
Rome, wherein the Pope himself assisted, gives the following 
description of that ceremony in his most excellent work, ** Pil- 
grimage to Rome/' p. 372. Seeley, Fleet St., London. 

^' The cardinal with his assistants left the altar, and placed the 
cross on a cushion, on the floor of the chapel, a few paces from 
the steps of the altar, and retired. 

^ And here the ceremony commenced indeed. Two or three 
cardinals approached the Pope, they stripped off his splendid 
rohes, they removed his glittering mitre, they took off his 
emhroidered shoes, they laid aside his spangled gloves, till he 
stood hefore his throne without one emblem of his royal or 
papal office. There stood the old man, bare-headed and bare- 
footed, and stripped till he seemed to retain little else than a 
loose white dressing-gown, the dress of a monk of Camaldoli. 
There he stood, not alone, as if the act were a voluntary humili- 
ation, but in the hands of the cardinals, who, intending to help 
him and uphold him, seemed to be his guards, to force and 
compel him. There the old man, no longer looking like a Pope, 
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To make the idolatry a little more palatable in 
this country, the Rev. F. C. Husenbeth, the Roman 
Catholic priest who translated this '' Missal" for 

descended from the throne, and seemed like one led away to be 
pmiished, or to do penance. I could not help thinking that the 
old man was in a great measure, an unwilling actor in this scene; 
there was much uneasiness in his manner ; there was dissatis&o- 
tion in his face ; and his whole appearance was that of a man 
who was obliged to act against his conscience in complying with 
a custom of the Church. 

^Having conducted the Pope to the end of the chapel, they 
turned and &ced the cross, which lay on the floor, near the 
steps of the altar. There they made him kneel and adore it. 
They raised him, and conducting him some two or three paces 
nearer, they again made him kneel a second time and adore the 
cross. Then again they raised him, and leading him nearer 
still, they again, the third time, made him kneel and adore the 
cross. Here, at the cross they raised him, and then again he 
knelt, then rose again, and knelt again. Prostrate before it — 
on knees and hands, he kissed it, and according to custom, left 
an hundred scudi of gold as an offering beside it He was 
afterwards conducted to his throne and robed, while the most 
exquisite music from the choir accompanied the whole cere- 
mony. 

"When this is completed, the same act is performed by each 
of the Cardinals, all without shoes, adoring and kissing the cross. 
These are followed by the bishops, heads of orders, &c., all 
adoring it in like manner, and all kneeling, and all making to it 
an offering of money. 

"The deacons then spread the cloth on the altar, light the 
candles, and reverently place the cross, no longer on the^floor, 
but on the altar, amidst the candlesticks. 

"Such is THE ADOBATioN OF THE CB088 : — an act of worship 

I 
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the English Bomaii Gatholios, (3rd Ed. London, 
1840.) has not hesitated, materially to alter the 
text, by wilfhlly mif-translating some, and omitting 
other words, found in the original The Rev. H. 
Home in his most admirable little work, " Popery 
Delineated," (Painter, London: 1845, p. 49,) has 
most completely exposed these perversicnis. Never- 
theless, the edition *^ newly arranged" by Husen- 
beth, though softened down, is scarcely the less 
idolatrous. 

And, further, in the bokan bbeviabt, on the 3rd 
of May, and the 14th of September, the following 
devotions are offered, in which, as plain as language 
can speak, forgiveness of sins is implored of the 
material cross, and the power of salvation ascribed 
to it. 

May 3rd. '^ Hail, O cross, our only hope, .... 
Increase grace to the pious, and for the guilty blot 
out their crimes." {Pars. Vem. p. 554.) " O cross, 
more brilliant than all the stars, famous in the 
world, much to be loved by men, more holy than 
all things. Thou, who alone wast worthy to hear 
the price of the world ; bearing sweet wood, sweet 
nails, sweet burthens; do thou save [salvo] the 

that mored me intensely, infinitely more than anything I bad 
witnessed at Rome. It was an act the most solemn and impre*- 
sive, and bore erery chancteristic of idolatry." 
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present congregation assembled this day for thy 
praises. Alleluia^ Alleluia." {Pars. JEsH. p. 334.) 
Sept. 14th. "O venerable cross, who bidst 

BBING SALVATION TO THE WBBtOHED, [^qUdB SahUcm 

attuUsH miseris.'] with what heraldinga shall I extol 
thee, since thou psepabedst [^pr^ipparisH'] a hea- 
venly life for us." (Pars. JEsH. p. 336.) " The 
King is exalted to heaven, while the noble trophy 
of THE GBOSS IS ADOBED (odoratur) by all the 
worshippers of Christ for ever." {Pars. jEsH. p. 
336, and 338.) 

*' O victory, and wonderful sign of the cross, 

CAUSE THOU us TO OBTAIN THE TBXmiPH in the 

court of heaven," {in ccdesH curia fac nos captare 
trumpham. Pars. JEsH. p. 337.) That no doubt 
should rest in our minds that the supreme worship 
which papists give to God is also given by them 
to the material cross, we have seen their canonized 
Saint^ Thomas Aquinas, asserting the fact; and 
quoting from the present authorized ritual of the 
church, the words,. '< Hail cross, our only hope, te." 
Having thus proved the three statements made 
in my last, it is most important before bringing this 
letter to a close, to remark that, so wedded is this 
modem church to image worship, that, whenever 
they have been able, they have not hesitated to 
omit the second commandment from her books of 
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instruction for the people. In those works where 
they have not dared to omit that commandment^ 
they have in most instances so blended the first and 
second into one, that the second loses much of its 
force. Each contains one distinct precept^ the 
former forbidding the worship of any being or 
creature, other than the one true God ; the latter, 
the use of any images or representations whatso- 
ever for the purpose of any worship or adoration. 
By the second Commandment, we, the Protestants, 
mean the 4th — 6th verses of the 20th chapter of 
Exodus : — " Thou shalt not make unto thee any 
graven image, or any likeness of any thing that is 
in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or 
that is in the water under the earth ; thou shalt not 
bow down thyself to them, nor serve them : for I, 
the Lord thy God, am a jealous Gt>d, visiting the 
iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the 
third and fourth generation of them that hate me : 
and showing mercy unto thousands of them that 
love me and keep my commandments." 

In the following works, the second command- 
ment is wholly omitted. 

Let us begin from head quarters, — Bome ; and 
without ransacking documents of ancient date, 
numerous examples from which we might quote, 
let us keep to more modem times. First, we have 
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the « Dottrina Cristiana Breve," * or " Short 
Christian Doctrine," firom the pen of the famous 
Cardinal Bellarmin. There are no works of greater 
authority than those of this eminent Roman Catho- 
lic Theologian. This "Christian Doctrine" pur- 
ports to have been composed by order of Pope 
Clement VlJJL,.and was duly revised and approved, 
in 1838, by the proper authorities, and published 
with the licence and permission of the superiors ; 
and further, has been translated into almost eveiy 
language in Europe. At p. 24, the Ten Command- 
ments are set out, and the second is wholly omitted. 
The same omission occurs in Bellarmin's larger 
" Declaration of Christian Doctrine," p.p. 105, and 
106. (Rome nel Collegio Urbano, 1842.) This 
** Christian Doctrine," equally with the former, was 
composed by order of a Pope, — Pope Clement 
Vni., ancl duly revised and approved, as stated at 
length in the title page. 

* Dottrina Cristiana Breve composta per ordine di Papa 
Clemente VIIl. dal R. F. Roberto BeUarmino, della camp- 
agnia di Greau, poi Cardinale di Santa Chiesa. Beviduta ed 
approYBta dalla Congreg»zione della Rifonna. In Roma, 1838, 
PresBo Pietro Aurelj, Stampatore, e Librajo in Via de' Sediari 
N 24 con licenza de' Superiori e Privilegio. This edition has 
the ' Rejmprimature ' of Fr. Dom. Buttaoni, S.P.A. Mag.*' 
[Master of the Sacred Apostolical Palace,] and of A. Piotti, Patr. 
Antioch. Vioeg. [or deputy.] 

I3 
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In 1815, a quarto edition of a ^^ Short Explanation 
of Catholic Doctrine" was published at Rome, in 
six different languages, in six columns, with the 
licence of the superiors : and purports to be, as the 
title page indicates, "for the use of Italians, English, 
French, Spaniards, Latins, and Germans ; compiled 
bj a priest of the Clerk's Regulars, commonly called 
Theatines." In pp. 13 and 14, the Ten Command- 
ments are set out, but the second is wholly omitted. 

In the Florence edition of the "Christian Doc- 
trine," 1837, by Francesco Baldini, a similar omission 
occurs. In the "Catechism for the diocese of 
Paris, published by the Archbishop of Paris — 
Denis- Auguste-Affre, — for the use of parishes," 
1846 ; in pp. 9, 10, and 123, the Ten Command- 
ments are three times set out, and in neither of 
them do we find the second commandment. And 
as a monument to be handed down to posterity, 
bearing testimony of the public acknowledgment of 
the practical teaching to this modern church, we 
find the commandments engraved on the gate of the 
principal entrance of the church of the "Madeleine" 
in Paris, the most beautiful building of the kind in 
Europe. This gate is divided into ten compart- 
ments, each . bearing a bas-relief allegorizing the 
subjects of the commandments, which stand word 
for- word in Latin, as follows : — 
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LATIN. 

1. NON HABEBIS DBOB AUENOS 

COBAM MB. 

2. NOIT A8STMES HOMBN DOMINI 

DEI TVI IN VAHVM. 

3. MBMBNTO TT DIBM SABBATI 

8ANTIFICBS. 

4. HONOB PATBEVM TV AM ET 

MATKEM TTAM. 

5. NON OCCTDES. 

6. NON MCECHABBBIS. 

7. NON F7BTEM FACIES. 

8. NON IXKITBBIS PALSVM TBS- 

TIMONIVM OONTBA PBOXI- 
MVM TTAM. 

9. NON OONCYPISCBS VXOBEM 

PBOXIMI TTI. 

10. NON 00NCTPI8CE8 DOMVM 
PROXIMI TVI NBC OMNIA 
<IVM ILLITS SYNT. 



TBANSLATION. 

1. Thou Bhalt not have other 

gods before me. 

2. Thou shalt not take the 

name of the Lord thy 
God in vain. 

3. Remember to keep holy 

the Sabbath day. 

4. Honour thy father and thy 

mother. 

5. Thou shalt not kill. 

6. Thou shalt not commit 

adultery. 

7. ThoHlbhalt not steal. 

8. Thou shalt not bear fiilse 

witness against thy neigh- 
bour. 

9. Thou shalt not covet thy 

neighbour's wife. 

10. Thou shalt not covet 
thy neighbour's house, 
nor any thing that is his. 



It will be perceived that the second command- 
ment is totally omitted, and the tenth divided into two. 

In Ireland, we have, alas ! too many proofs of 
the systematic omission of this commandment, for 
what practical purpose we must leave our Roman 
Catholic brethren to explain. I mention three of 
the most famous catechisms, in which the second 
commandment is entirely omitted ; viz., '^ Abridg- 
ment of Christian Doctrine," by the Right Rev. J. 
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Dojle, D.D., Boman Catholic Bishop ; the Right 
Rev. Dr. J. Butler's Catechism, revised and reooin* 
mended bj four Boman Catholic Archbishops, of 
Ireland, as a general catechism for the kingdom ; 
and Dr. Reillj's Catechism. An example from 
one is sufficient, as thej are all alike : — ^p. 36 of Dr. 
Butler's Catechism. John Cojne, Dublin, 1844. 

1. I am the Lord thj Grod, thou shalt have no 
strange god before me. 

2. Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy 
God in vain. ^ 

3. Remember that thou keep holy the Sabbath day, 
and so on, to the tenth, which is divided similarly 
to that set out above, &om the gates of the Madeleine. 

That many honest Christian Roman Catholics 
shrink from, and abhor image worship, I sincerely 
believe ; but is it not better to abandon altogether 
a system which maintains such unscriptural opinions? 

We cannot be wrong in refusing honour or 
worship to any person or thing but the one true 
God ; but how far from safe may he be in giving 
even a relative honour to such objects. That the 
ignorant and unlearned cannot follow the subtle 
distinctions laid down, must be apparent to all ; 
therefore the mass of Romanists mtist be idolaters. 
I am, Sir, your obedient Servant, 

A Lay Subscriber. 
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Sir, — In continuing this series of letters, on the 
subject of the pamphlet ''The Devotions of the 
Scapular," I shall proceed to examine a quotation 
from Augustine, and the use that has been made of 
it by " The Redemptorist Fathers." 

We have seen that the object of these priests, in 
common with that of the whole body of the Roman 
Catholic clergy, is to extol and honour the Virgin 
Mary, not only above all saints and angels, but also 
in effect to put her on a level with Christ himself, 
by representing her as sharing in the work of the 
salvation of the human race ; in fact, attributing to 
her that power which is given to Christ alone. 
(Heb. i. and John iii. 35.) 

It is immediately preceding the passage attri- 
buted to Augustine that the praises of Mary seem 
most abundant, under sect. 3, entitled ^^Haw the 
Scapular can procure for those who wear it the 
privilege of escaping the flames of helV* (p. 12). 
The ^^all-powerful intercession"' of the Virgin 
Mary, ^^who holds in her hands all th£ graces 
AND ALL THE MSBCIES OF GrOD," which can conVert 
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the sinner to a saint, by conducting him ^' into the 
narrow path in spite of all difficulties'* (p. 13), is 
largely dwelt upon ; and '' that no true servant of 
Mary^is damned^ is represented by the Redempto- 
rista as a proposition defended by the most cele- 
brated theologians (p. 14). The pamphlet then 
proceeds immediately by anticipating a yery practi- 
cal question, but does not deign to answer it : — 

^' Yes, it may be said, that may be granted, yet 
how can this privilege be attached to a couple of 
pieces of woollen cloth over the shoulders ? What 
efficacy can there be supposed to exist in a mere 
symbol thus placed like a charm on a person perhaps 
heedless of its presence ? Now let such an objector 
consider the following passage from St. Augustine's 
celebrated work, ^De Civitate Dei' (lib. xxii. cap. 
yiii.) :— ' There was a man at Calama of high rank 
named Martial, advaaced in years, and having a 
great repugnance to the Christian religion : he had 
a Christian daughter and son-in-law that year bap- 
tized. They entreated him with n^any tears to 
become Christian, but he positively refused, and 
drove them from him with violent indignation. His 
son-in-law bethought him of going to the chapel of 
St. Stephen, aud there pbatikg^ for him to the 
utmost of his power, that God would give him 
grace to believe^ without dela^y in Christ, He did 
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80 with many sobs and tears, and with the ardour of 
sincere devotion. Departing, he took with him 
some flowers from the altar, and when it was night, 
phiced them at the sick man's head. He slept ; but 
before daybreak he called out, requesting that thej 
would send for the bishop, who happened to be 
with me in Hippo. On hearing this, he begged 
that some of the clergy might be sent for. They 
came, he declared himself a believer, and, to the 
astonishment and joy of all, was baptized. So long 
as he lived he had in his mouth the words : '^ 
Christy receive my Sjpirit^^ though he did not know 
that these were the last words of the blessed Ste- 
phen, when stoned by the Jews. They were like- 
wise his last, for he soon expired'" (p. 16). 

Such is the quotation from Augustine, which 
represents a pious man praying ybr his rekUive {then 
living) ^* to the utmost of his power, that God would 
give him grace to believe without delay." In 
whom? — the Virgin Mary? By no means — but 
'^ in Christ ; " a perfectly scriptural and truly 
Christian act. And was not the dying prayer of 
Martial also peculiarly scriptural ? ^'0 Christ, 
receive my Bpirit.'' Not one word did he utter 
addressed to the Virgin Mary. 

If the whole passage be really the genuine pro- 
duction of Augustine, we must.lament his degrading 
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allusion to the flowers, which, in fact, is the point of 
the quotation to which the Bedemptorists would 
lead our particular attention, drawing a parallel 
between that and the miracles stated to be wrought 
by means of the Scapular. K such be indeed the 
production of Augustine, which we can reasonably 
doubt, when compared with the truly Christian 
sentiments expressed by him in other parts ©f his 
works, we might indulge our Roman Catholic bre- 
thren with various passages of an equivocal nature^ 
and much more to their purpose, but which, in 
themselves, bear evident marks of interpolation of 
subsequent ages. But the quotation from Augustine 
(equally with that from St. Ambrose), in connexion, 
as it is, with the worship of the Virgin Mary, is 
most unfortunate for the cause of the Bedemptorists. 
** From the first to the last passage of the volumi- 
nous works of Augustine, there is not found a single 
passage which would lead us to suppose that he 
either prayed to the Virgin Mary himself or was 
aware that the invocation of her formed any part of 
the worship of his fellow-Christians, either in their 
public assemblies or at the private devotions ; nor is 
there a single expression which would induce us to 
believe that Augustine looked to her for any aid, 
spiritual or temporal, or placed any confidence 
whatever in her intercession. On the contrary. 
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there is accumulated and convincing evidence that 
he knew nothing of her worship, let it be called 
dulia or kyperduUa; that he was a stranger to the 
doctrine of her immaculate conception and her 
assumption into heaven, as well as to festivals 
instituted in honour of her. In a word, his belief 
regarding the Virgin Mary corresponded, in all 
essentials, with the belief and sentiments of the 
Church of England, and were utterly incon- 
sistent with the present belief and practice of the 
Church of Rome."* 

But I must draw the reader's particular attention 
to the application of this quotation from Augustine. 
The Bedemptorists immediately add : — "Here, in the 
purest ages of the Church, as Protestants call that 
period (a.d. 427), we have a great father, one whom 
Protestants themselves, in their Homilies and in 
their Articles of Religion, are continually quoting as 
an authority, who relates a history of an obstinate 
sinner or infidel, who will not be converted to God : 
pious persons make prayers to the saints: flowers 
are taken from the shrine of St. Stephen, and placed 
at his head ; and he awakes in the morning, calling 
for the priest to administer the sacraments. After 

♦ See " Worehip of the Vii^n Mary," Society for Promoting 
Christian Knowledge, in which also the spurious works attributed 
to Augustine, are exposed. 

K 
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thifl, we ought to find no difficulty in the following 
narratiye, which rests on good evidence" (p. 16). 
And then follow some of Uie absurd stories of the 
visions of the Virgin Marj, and the miracles 
wrought by the pie6es €i rag called "the Scapular/' 
already in part related in my first letter. 

Your readers will at once perceive the most 
unjustifiable comment on this quotation by the 
Bedemptorists. In the narrative of Augustine 
there is not one word intimating that the prayers at 
the tomb of St. Stephen were made io thai mint; 
they were made to God, and God only ; and yet 
tiiese Bedemptorists do not shrink from quoting, as 
from that passage, ^^ pious persona make prayers to 
saints" Such wilful misrepresentations of facts is 
common with the Boman Catholic clergy ; it is only 
surprising that. they find so many followers and 
disciples. 

But here, again, we find the Bedemptorists deal- 
ing in fictions. I deny that any well-informed 
Protestants call that period, A.n. 427, "the purest 
ages of the Church." We repudiate the sentiments 
of Newman, Pusey, Hook, and Pahner, in this 
respect, and deny them a place in our ranks under 
the Protestant banner. 

In Augustine's times many and grievous super- 
stitions had crept into the Church, and mingled 
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themselires with the pure worship of God. Augus- 
tine himself enumerates eighty distinct heresies in 
the Church in his daj, fortj of which existed in the 
Nicene age. Pagan superstitions, after tiie conver- 
sion of Constantine, were engrafted on the purity 
of primitiye worship. Augustine often lamented 
the fact, but did not oppose thtim with that yigour 
and determination one might have expected from 
him. ^^ Approve of these things I cannot : reprove 
them more freely I dare not." (Paris, 1700. vol. ii., 
p. 142. Epist. ad Jannar. 55, s. 35.) He declared 
that the condition of the Jews> living under the 
servile joke of the law, was much more supportable 
than that of the Christians under the gospel. He 
gave way under the power and torrent of the rising 
su|>erstitions and innovations of the times ; we find 
him a deteimiiied advocate ioe the exterminaiion of 
heretics. Can we call this purity of doctrine ? It 
was he who suggested the idea of a pui^tory, and 
paved the way for the adoption into the Church of 
this pernicious doctrine some years after; but 
Augustine resolved the whole question into a may 
be; the whole was probiematical only, and not dog- 
matical, (Enchiridion, c. box., voL vi., p. 222. 
Paris, 1685.) The fire of which Origen spoke was 
that fire which should consume the world at the 
last day, after the resurrection, and was in every 
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respect different firom that belief of the modem 
Church of Rome. It was also in the time of 
Augustine that Christians first began to ask 
departed saints, but not the Virgin' Mary^ to praj 
for them ; indeed, the practice began to creep into 
the Church towards the close of the fourth century. 
Down to the Council of Nice, a.d. 325, the Christian 
Church was entirely free from that error: this has 
been established beyond contradiction. 

The first stage which led to this error was in 
itself harmless ; it was the mention of the names of 
the martyrs in the prayers of the early Christians at 
their' tombs ; they prayed to God for grace and power 
to enable them to imitate those martyrs in their con- 
stancy and faith. The next step appears to have been 
a prayer to God to suffer the supplication and inter- 
cession of saints to prevaLL with Him for blessings- 
on their fellow-petitioners on earth: but still the 
prayer was to God alone. And then came the 
error, in which Augustine participated, that the 
saints themselves hear our prayers, as we read in 
his apostrophe to St. Stephen and St Paul: — 
" Together with him whom thou didst stone, thou 
(Paul) dost reign with Christ ; there you both see, 
there you both hear our discourse. Pray for us— 
both of you ; He who has crowned you will hear 
you." (Serm. 316.) Tliis was the beginning of 



LETTER Til. 101 

unnumbered evils in the Church. This led to that 
next great stride of error when Christians began to 
praj to God to hear their prayers on accounts of 
the merits of some saints — a system unknown to 
Augustine — and lastly led to that fatal step, to pray 
to the saints, and angels, and the Virgin Mary, first 
for their intercessions, and then for blessings at 
their hands. Thus we perceive that Protestants 
have little reason to look to the days of Augustine 
as "the purest ages of the church." So far from 
that being the case, the merest tyro in ecclesiastical 
history will turn with horror and disgust firom the 
recital of the fanaticism and superstition of those 
so-called "Religious Orders" of that day, when a 
monastic life, self- privations, and self-tortures were 
conffldered the acme of religious perfection. If the 
Bedemptorists are sincere in their belief that the 
age in question is a pattern of purity and to be 
imitated by us, why do they not<set us the example, 
abandon their snug retreat, and inhabit the desert, 
and* live in cells in which they can neither stand 
nor lie down with comfort, feed on mouldy bread 
and wild and nauseous herbs, lacerate the body, 
wear chains attached to large stones, abstain from 
all ablutions and never change their garments, so 
that they may die in the "odour of sanctity?" 
Why do they not, I say, like Anthony Ammon. 

k3 
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Pachomius, Hilarion, Athanasitis, Basil, Chrysos- 
tom, &c., &c., practise these and such like aosteri- 
tiesy which were the glory of those siUnis of that 
age? 

To conclude : it is truly refreshing to peruse 
the sentiments of Augustine on the subject under 
consideration in these letters, on the Invocation and 
Worship of Saints and Angels, expressed in his 
undoubtedly genuine works, written in a calmer 
mood. I shall content myself by quoting one 
passage, a sample of the very many of a similar 
kind, and to the purpose. In his book on " True 
ReUgion," Augustine thus writes (vol. i., p. 786): — 
" Let not our religion be the worship of dead men, 
because if they lived piously they are not so dis- 
posed as to seek such honours ; but they wish Him 
to be worshipped by us, by whom being enlightened 
they rejoice that we are deemed worthy of being 
partakers with them. They are to be honoured, 
then, on the ground of inUiation, not to be adored 
on the ground of reUgion; and if they lived ill, 
wherever they be, they must not be worshipped. 
This also we may believe, ^at the most perfect 
angels themselves, and the most excellent servants of 
Gody wish that we, with themselves, should wor- 
ship God, in the contemplation of whom they are 
blessed. . . . Therefore, we honour them ipith 
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lovcy not with service. Nor do we build temples to 
them ; for thej are unwilling to be so honoured bj 
us, because they know that when we are good we 
are as temples to the most high God. Well, 
therefore, is it written, that a man was forbidden 
bj an angel to adore hiuL" 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 

A Lay Subscribes. 

October 23, 1849. 
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LETTER Vm. 

Sne, — Having examined, in my former letters^ 
the nature of the theology taught by the Redempt- 
orist Fathers of the Fark-road, Clapham, in the 
pamphlet issued by them, entitled '* The Devotions 
of the Scapular," as also the perversions of scripture 
and the sentiments of early Christian writers, I 
proceed to examine the writings of a canonised 
saint of the modem Roman Catholic church, who is 
appealed to as an authority by these Bedemptorists. 
In p. 16 of this pamphlet reference is made to St. 
Bonaventura to sanction their idolatrous blasphemies 
— "the names of those devoted to the service of 
Mary, and who wear her insignia [the Scapular,] 
as St. Bonaventura says, are written in the book of 
life." The appeal here made is to no mean authority 
in the modern church of Home, for this church has 
in the most emphatic manner declared the works of 
this saint (?) orthodox, having given their approval 
of them in most unequivocal terms. He was elected 
Cardinal-Bishop by Gregory X., and attained every 
honour in the church short of the papal chair. Two 
centuries after his death he was canonised by Pope 
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Sixtus IV., who declared that the "Blessed 
Trinity testified to the pact that he was a 
SAINT IN HEAVEN ;" and further, that " he (Bona- 
yentura) so wrote on divine subjects that the 

Holy Spirit seems to have spoken in him." 

(Acta Sauct^ Antwerp, 1723, p. 831.) It must be 
borne in mind that it is an accepted doctrine of this 
modem church, that in the act of canonisation the 
CHURCH is infallible. — (See BeUarmitCs Church Tri- 
umphantf vol. ii. p. 871. Cologne, 1617.) A cen- 
tury after this, Pope Sixtus V. ordered the writings 
of this sainted individual to be '^most carefully 
emendated," and in his decretal letter declares him 
to be an acknowledged doctor of the church, and 
directs his authority to be cited in all places of 
education, and in all ecclesiastical discussions and 
studies; and, to crown the whole, a plenary in- 
dulgence is promised to all those who assist at his 
mass on his feast, the 14th of July. Thus, then, it 
it will be seen, that all those who acknowledge the 
Eoman Catholic faith, must, equally with these 
Eedemptorist fathers, acknowledge the teaching of 
Bonaventura relative to the worship of the Virgin 
Mary, otherwise they are not members of that 
church, which, in her infallible discretion, thought 
proper to canonise him. 

These preliminary remarks are necessary, and 
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must be most especially borne in mind, for Roman- 
ists do not hesitate, when it suits their convenience 
and especially when hard pressed in controversial 
discussions, to deny all knowledge of such a saint^ 
as also the authority of his works, and more parti- 
cularly the work I am about to cite, though its 
authenticity is most indubitable. 

Among the works thus ^^ carefully mnendated " is 
Ibund the infamous '^Psalter of the Virgin Mary,** 
than which, perhaps^ a more blasphemous produc- 
tion does not exist. This saint has parodied the 
Psalms of David, by substituting the name of the 
Virgin Mary in the place of the Lord Jbhovah. 
One or two examples are sufficient to give an idea 
of this most extraordinary production. My quota- 
tions are taken from the Meta edition^ voL vi., 
1609> availing myself of Mr. Tyler's references. 
The following is a literal translaticm from the 
Latin: — 

Psalm XXX. — " In thee, O Lady, have I trusted ; 
let me not be confounded (or ever ; in thy grace 
take me. 

'^ Thou art my strength and my refuge : my con- 
solation and my protection. 

" To thee, O Lady, have I cried, while my heart 
was in tribulation : and thou didst hear me from 
the top of the eternal hills. 
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" DeUver me out of the snare which they have 
bdd privily for me, for thou art my helpen 

" Into thy hands, O Lady, I commend my spirit, 
my whole life, and my last day,'' &c. (p, 480.) 

Psalm xxxi. — ^^ Blessed are they whose hearts 
love thee, O Virgin Mary; ,their sins shall be 
merciMly blotted out by thee,*' &c. (p. 481.) 

Psalm XXXV. 2. — ^^^ Incline thou the counte- 
nance of God apoiki us ; compel him (^^oge iUum) to 
have mercy on sinners.^ (p. 481.) 

Psalm xdiL — "The Lord is a God of vengeance ; 
but thou, O Mother of Mercy, bendest to be merci- 
fuL" (p. 485.) 

And thus is the " Te Deum " also blasphemously 
addressed to the Virgin Mary : — 

"We praise thee. Mother of God: we acknow- 
le^e thee^ Mary the Vir^n. 

" AH the earth doth worship thee. Spouse of the 
eternal Father. 

" To thee all angels and ardiangels, &c., so futh- 
folly do serve. Holy 1 Holy I Holy 1 Mary, parent 
Mother of God and Virgin! 

" O Lady, save thy people, (sedvum fac popu- 
lum tuum,) that we may partake of the inheritance 
of thy Son," &c., &c., &c 

In vol. vL p. 466, we read : " therefore, O Empress, 
and our most benign Lady, bt thy bight of mother. 
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coBOfAND (jure mairis impera) thy moet beloved 
Son that he vouchsafe to raise our minds from the 
love of earthly things to heavenly desires,** &c. 

The Litany and the Athanasian Creed have been 
similarly perverted. 

Now, Sir, having brought to your notice Bona- 
ventura's Psalter, let me at once meet an objection 
that is made by Romanists when this work is cited 
by Protestants as evidencing the practical teaching 
of their church on the subject of the worship of the 
Virgin Mary. It may be relied on as a general 
rule, that the most repugnant and idolatrous por- 
tions of the Romish system are kept in the back- 
ground in this country until the convert is fairly 
entrapped. The poison is mixed with honey, so 
that the baneful quality of the mixture, unseen by 
the outward eye, does not become developed until 
it has farely taken root and contaminated the whole 
constitution. Thus, these and such like works are 
kept out of view in England ; and, for purposes of 
their own, Romanists have not hesitated openly to 
declare that, but for Protestant malignity, such 
works, the exponents only of the sentiments of 
darker ages, would have remained in obscurity. 
Repeatedly has this objection been raised at public 
and other meetings, and as often refuted. In a 
mixed assembly ^f Protestants and Romanists, the 



LETTER VIII. 109 

» 

latter dread an exposure, and for present purposes 
do not hesitate to invent any subterfuge, so as to 
appear better in the eyes of the Protestant public 
than they are represented to be. I have myself 
heard them successively reject fathers and doctors 
of their church, when they are brought in testimony 
against their modem innovations on that faith ^'bnce 
delivered to the saints." In the present case, how- 
ever, such objections and' subterfuges cannot for one 
moment be admitted. 

** Roma locutcLj causa finUxt est.'' Her motto is 
" Semper eadem.^ She claims to be infallible, and 
an appeal is made by a self-styled infallible Pope 
on behalf of the writings of this very individual 
Bonaventura. According to her own doctrine, 
what was right then^ must be so now ; and, to carry 
out this same principle, the Psalter of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary was reprinted at Rome so lately as 
1834,* and is a literal translation from the Latin 
into Italian, with the sanction and imprimaturs oi 
the masters of the so-called Apostolical Palace, 

• ** Salterio di S. Bonaventura alia beata Veigine Maria, col 
Testo di rincontro. Roma, preaso Gio. Battista Marini, Piazza 
del collegio Romano, Num. 4." On the second title-page is the 
following :— « Pieci Quotidiane alia Madre di Dio per impetrare 
una buona morte tratte dal Salterio di S. Bonaventura. Nuova 
Traduzione col testo di rincontro. Roma 1834. Presso Gio. 
Battiflta Marini, Piazza del collegio Romano, N. 4." 

L 
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"Fr. Angelus V. Modena," and of his deputy, "A 
Piatti Archieps Trapezunt ;" and further, this same 
Psalter of the Virgin Mary was reprinted in 1844 
at Rome, with all the sanction of the proper authori- 
ties, at the press of A. Monaldi Via Sistina, No. 47, 
and has passed through no less than eleven editions 
within the last few years, and was publicly sold for 
twopence in the streets of Rome, and at the very 
steps of St. Peter's Church, as well as in all the 
shops : and this, too, in a country where the press 
was under the most rigid ecclesiastical censure.* 

• " To show you the popularity of this formulary of devotion, 
sanctioned as it is by the present Pope, and approved by the 
censors, I may mention, that in the course of the five years 
which have elapsed from 1834 to the end of 1839, it went 
through ten editions ; and I hold in my hand at this moment 
the tenth edition, dated Rome 1839, which is an exact reprint 
of that of 1834. I have also recently seen a gentlemen, to 
whom a friend at Rome has sent a copy of the eleventh edition, 
dated 1840. So that on an average, this Psalter of Bonaventura 
is so popular, as to require at least two editions every year ; and 
in order that every Roman Catholic may possess it, it is sold at 
the very smallest possible price at which it can be printed. Now 
if streams be the purest near to the fountain, and if light is the 
more unsullied and clear the nearer we approach to the sun 
from which it emanates, may we not presume, that the theology 
of the Romish church is most unalloyed under the very wing 
and superintendence of his holiness the Pope ; and that if we 
are to find the pure and unquestionable exponent of Roman 
theology in any part of the universe, it will be where censors of 
books are appointed, as at Rome, to see that nothing erroneous 
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Had this been a solitary instance in this modern 
church where such blasphemies had been indulged 
in, we might) in charity, be led to consider Bona- 
yentura s extraordinary productions as the ravings 
of a deranged intellect ; but alas ! whichever way 
we turn, we find disciples of Bonaventura equaUing, 
if not surpassing him, in his mariolatrous ravings. 
Witness the writings of Bernardinus de Bustis, in 
his ^'Office of the Immaculate Conception of the 
Blessed Virgin," {Cologne, 1607;) Bamardinus 
Sennensis, {Paris, 1636 ;) Theophilus Raynaud, of 
Lyons, {Dipiycha Mariana Lugduni, 1665 ;) the 
lately canonised saint, Alphonso Liguori, in his 
" Glories of Mary," {Dublin, 1841 ;) and many 
others. All these bear evident testimony of the 
practical working of Eomanism to which these 
Bedemptorists would fain subject us. 

A few words more relative to Bonaventura : and 
let me give these Bedemptorist fathers the full 
benefit of the authority to which they have appealed. 
We have seen a specimen of his blasphemies, let us 
examine his idolatrous teaching respecting image 

passes through the press, and where the Pope, armed with the 
tremendoos attribute of infidlibility, inspects the publication, 
adds to it his signature, and pronounces it calculated to edify 
and instruct the faithful." (Dr, Cumminff — Lectures for the 
Times. London, 1845. Hall and Co., Paternoster Row.) 
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worship. We find no subtle, Wiseman-like Jesuiti- 
cal refinements raised by Bonaventura on the sub- 
ject of image worship. This canonised saint, 
equally with many others of the modem church 
of Home, is a bold and uncompromising idolater. 
He declares that the same worship given to Christ 
our Lord, is to be rendered to the ifnage of Christ 
and the material cross. He puts ^ the following 
questions and conclusions : — " Question : — Is the 
worship of Latria, (that supreme worship which 
Papists render to the Most High God) to be given 
to the image of Christ ? Conclusion : — The image 
of Christ is to be adored with the adoration of 
Latria, because it represents Him who was crucified 
for us, and the image presents itself for Himr 
" Question : — Is the worship of Latria to be 
given to the cross of Christ ? Conclusion : — Every 
cross is to he adored with the adoration of Latria ; 
but to that on which Christ hung another reverence 
also is shown." And, to support his position, he 
thus reasons in answer to supposed objections : — 
*'A man speaks to the image in his petitions; there- 
fore he speaks to the image as to a rational creature ; 
therefore he speahs to the image as to Christ; and 
just as he speaks, so he worships and adores ; and 
therefore he ought to adore the image of Christ as 
he does Christ." And again : — " We pay the 
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same reverence, and we ought to pay the same 
reverence, to the image of the Blessed Virgin Marj, 
as we pay to the Virgin herself; and so of other 
saints ; therefor^ the same reverence is to be paid 
to the image of Christ, as to Christ himself; but 
the honour of Latria (supreme divine worship) is 
paid to Christ, therefore it ought to be paid to his 
image." — {Rome^ 1596, vol. v. p. 112, lib. iii. Dist. 
ix. Quaest. 2.) 

Such, then, are the sentiments on the subject of 
the Vii^in Mary, and the worship of images, of this 
canonised saint of this modem church of Rome ; of 
whom, a Pope, in his infallible judgment, has 
declared, that he so wrote on divine subjects that 
the Holy Spirit seemed to have spoken in him : and 
whose writings are upheld as the unquestionable 
doctrines of the church of Eome, and are further 
ordered to be cited as authoritative in all places of 
education and in all ecclesiastical discussions and 
studies, and are now appealed to by these Bedemp- 
torist Fathers of Park-road, Clapham — these very 
Redemptorists who are labouring to make converts 
to this their creed — which I am now justified in 
declaring to be both blasphemous and idolatrous, 
and to whom it may be said, as it was to the 
Pharisees of old, '* Ye compass sea and land to 
make one proselyte, and when he is made ye make 

l3 
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him two-fold more the child of hell than your- 
selves." — (Matt, xxiii. 15.) 

I am, Sir, your obedient serrant, 

A Lay Subscriber. 
Oct. 30, 1849. 

P. 8. I reserve for this postscript one remark, 
viz., that all classes of Romanists, on the 1 4th of 
July in every year, are compelled to pray in the 
following words : — " most excellent doctor, Light 
of the Holy Church, blessed Bonaventura, lover of 
the divine law, pray for us." — " O Lord, who didst 
give blessed Bonaventura to thy people for a minis- 
ter of eternal salvation, grant, we beseech thee, that 
whom we enjoyed as the instructor of our life on 
earth, we may deserve to have as our intercessor in 
heaven." This prayer is in the Roman Catholic 
Breviary, Paris, 1846, p. 806 ; and the latter prayer 
is inserted in the Roman Missal as a collect, London, 
1844, p. 318. Thus do we find, in a most solemn 
manner, that the modem Roman Catholic church 
requires of all its members, both lay and clerical, 
that they should pray for the intercession of him 
who, in this life, instructed them in that system of 
religion which we can designate by no other title 
than " Baptised Heathenism." 
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Sib, — Having briefly examined, in my former 
letters, the pamphlet issued by the Redemptorist 
Fathers of Park-road, Clapham, the profits on the 
sale of which, it must be remembered, " are devoted 
to the convent at Clapham," and having exposed, I 
trust, to the satisfaction of your readers, the trash 
— nay, worse than trash, the blasphemy — ^they have 
therein promulgated, I now proceed to show that 
they, the Redemptorists, so far as the worship of the 
Virgin Mary is concerned, are only carrying out the 
sentiments and doctrines of their founder and 
patron saint, the renowned Alphonsus Liguori. 
These Redemptorists are declared to be the " holy 
and zealous children of St Liguori*' (see the 
Roman Catholic journal, the Tablet, of the 12th of 
April last). The same writer further adds, that 
*^ of all the Religious orders, perhaps the Redemp. 
torists may be said to live as strictly to the rule of 
their sainted and learned founder as any of the 
numerous orders that adorn the [Modem Roman] 
Catholic Church. Is it any wonder, then, that 
their success is so eminent ? Every devout [Roman] 
Catholic can revert with pleasurable emotions to the 
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writings of St Alphonsus M, de Liguori, In the 
^ Lives and Conversations of the Fathers of his 
Order^ it may truly be said we have living iUus* 
trations of his {Liguori^s"] piety, zealy and learn- 
ing.'' Of the piety, zeal, and learning of "the 
Fathers" of Park-road, we have seen a specimen in 
the " Devotions of the Scapular." Is it, I would 
wish to ask, by virtue of these "Devotions" that 
(as we are told in the same number of the Tablet, 
speaking of these Redemptorists) " the congregation 
of the most holy Redeemer, under Father de Held, 
has at Clapham made a deep impression on that 
most heretical neighbourhood f Congreoation 
OF THE MOST HOLT REDEEMER ! If there ever 
was a body of men assembled with the avowed 
object of dishonouring our blessed Redeemer Jesus 
Christ, and placing in his stead the Virgin Mary, it 
is these self-styled " Redemptorists." 

Having mentioned that the Redemptorists of 
Clapham declare themselves children and followers 
of Liguori, I propose to examine, briefly, the senti- 
ments and writings of this saint of the Modern 
Roman Catholic Church, and to expose to the world, 
but to the heretics of Clapham in particular, his 
system of theology — a system so monstrous and 
blasphemous, that I am ready to believe my 
Protestant fellow-countrymen have little conception 
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that anything so hideous could be produced under 
the garb of religion. The "Moral Theology*' I 
leave for a future time, and propose now to 'submit 
to your readers his work called " Glories of Mary*' 
(Dublin, John Coyne,* 1841, fourth edition. 
Entered at Stationers' Hall), a work devoutly used 
by the Redemptorist Fathers, and recommended 
both in England and Ireland as a manual for the 
faithful. Your valuable space will permit me only 
to select a few passages out of many similar in 
character, and I leave them without comment, 
which indeed to a Bible-read Protestant is unneces- 
sary. 

I start with the assertion that Liguori only 
develops the practical working of the system of 
Eomanism, which, in fact, places the Virgin Mary 
on a level with, if not above, our blessed Redeemer. 

"'From the moment that Mary consented to 
become the Mother of Gk)d,' says St. Bemardine of 
Sienna, * she merited to receive sovereignty over all 

* John Coyne is the authorised publisher of Roman Catholic 
works in Dublin. 

The title page of the work in question is as follows, ^ The 
Glories of Mary, Mother of God ; Contaming a beautiful para- 
phrase on the ' Salve Regina.' Translated from the Italian of 
St. Alphonsus Liguori, and carefully revised by a Catholic 
Priest. Fourth Edition. Hail Mary ! full of grace ! the 
Lord is with thee ! Angel Gabriel in St. Luke.^ Dublin, 
printed by John Coyne, 24, Cook Street, 1841.*' 
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creatures/ ' Mary and Jesus having but one and 
the same flesh/ says St. Amaud, abbot, ^why 
should not the mother enjoy, conjoirUh/ with the 
SoUf the honours of royalty ?' * As many creatures 
as obey God, so many obey the glorious Virgin ; 
everything in heaven and on earth which is subject 
to God, is also under the empire of his most Holy 
Mother:** (p. 28). 

" G^rson observes, * That as the kingdom of God 
consists in mercy and justice, the Lord has, as it 
were, divided it, reserving to himself the dominion 
of justice, and yielding to his mother that of 
mercy' " (p. 29). 

^^Alburtus Magnus says, ^If Ahasuerus heard 
the petition of Esther through love, will not God, 
who has an infinite love for Mary, fling away, at 
her request, the thunderbolts which he was going 
to hurl on wretched sinners T " (p. 30.) 

" St. Bernard, asking the question. Why the 
Church calls Mary Queen of Mercy, answers it 
himself by saying, ^It is because she opens at 
PLEASUBE the abyss of Divine mercy^ so that no 
sinner^ however enormotis his crimes may be, can 
perish if he is protected by Mary*^ (p. 31). 

" Mary not only gives, but offers to all men 
without exception, milk and wool ; the milh of 
mercy, and the wool of her intercession, the former 
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to reanimate our confidence, and the latter <u a 
rampart against the thunders of Almighty ven- 
geance'^ (p. 31). 

« ' I am,' said she to St. Bridget, ' The Queen of 
heaven, and Mother of merdy ; I am the joy of the 
just, and the gate through which sinners go to God; 
to no one on earth have I refused my clemency ; 
there is no one who has not obtained some grace 
through my intercession, though it were no greater 
than that of being less violently tempted by the 
devil ; in fine, unless a person be absolutely cursed, 
(this should be understood of the irrevocable male- 
diction of the damned,) Jiow wiched and reprobate 
soever he is, he may obtain grace and mercy through 
me : and hence, v>oe, eternal woe to him who, 
having it in his power to profit of my com- 
miseration, does it not, but is lost through his own 
fault' *• (p. 33). 

<' * O Great Queen !' exclaims Abbot Rupert, <it 
is by you the miserable are saved, and because 
THBiB SALVATION IS TouB WORK, they shall form 
your crown in heaven*" (p. 34). 

" ' Yes,' says St. Bonaventura, * Mary has so 
loved us, that she has given us her only Son.' 
* She gave him to us,* says F. Nieremberg, * when 
in virtue of her jtjrisdigtion over him as 
Mother, she permitted him to deliver himself 
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UP TO THE JEWS.' * God could and did recompense 
Abraham's generosity, but what can men render 
Mary for immolating Jesus ? .... As 

SHE SACBIFICED FOR US A SON WHO WAS INFINITELY 
DEABEB TO. HER THAN HERSELF*' (p. 46, 47). 

" * Go/ says St. Bernard to the sinner, * go to 
find the Mother of Mercy ; discover to her the 
wounds of thy soul, and Mary, showing to her Son 
the breasts whence he drew nourishment, will 
moll^y his anger and appease his torath'^* ! ! 
(p. 64). 

^^ An angel told St. Bridget that the prophets of 
the ancient law leaped for joy when they foresaw 
that in consideration of Martfs purity and humiliiy 
G^ would be appeased, and turn away his wrath 
from those who had most irritated him" (p. 65). 
'< She herself warns us that she has at her disposal 
ALL THE TREASURES of the Divinity" (p. 89). 

" St. Germanus, then had reason to call Mary 
*the respiration of Christians' ; for as the body, 
cannot exist without breathing, so the soul cannot 
live without recurring to the Mother of G^" 

(p. 71). 

"* Why,' asks St Irenaeus, 'was not the mystery 
of the Incarnation accomplished without the 
CONSENT OF THE ViRGiN ? It is,* he replies, 
* because God wishes she may be the Principal 
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OF ALL Good, in the Law of Grace,' " (p. 88). 

" Richard of St. Lawrence, also observes on this 
subject, that in the old law, God often complained 
that there was none to interpose between him and 
sinners ; but since Mary the mediatrix of peace has 
appeared on earth, she bestrains his arm, and 
AVERTS ms wrath.** (p. 95.) 

" St. Anselm, to increase our confidence in Mary, 
assures us that our prayers will often be more 
speedily heard in invoking her name, than in 

CALLING ON THAT OF JeSUS ChRIST.** .... 

"How is it, that we ask many things of God 
without obtaining them, but when we ask them 
through Mary they are granted us'* (p. 104). 

" It is now the general sentiment of the Church, 
that the intercession of the Mother of God, is not 
only useful, but even necessary to salvation^* 
(p. 122). 

" St. Peter Damian goes still further, asking 
himself this question : ^ Why has God, before he 
became incarnate in Mar3r's * womb, applied for 
her consent ? For two reasons (he replies) ; first, 
to oblige us to be very grateful to her ; and 
secondly, to teach us that our salvation depends 
ON the will of this blessed Virgin* *' (p. 123). 

" Father Suareg says that it was * By her con- 
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SENT, that Jesus might sacrifice himself for our 
redemption'" (p. 128). 

"Why should Christians feel any scruple in 
saying to her with the church and the saints, ' save 
us'" (p. 130). The translator considers this worthy 
of a note — the only note throughout the work— * 
" By this, intercession is always understood in this 
and similar prayers to the blessed Virgin." 

" ^ Grod will never save us (says St. Bonaventura) 
WITHOUT Mast's intebcession' " (p. 131). 

" ' We can say of the saints/ says Richard of St. 
Lawrence, * that Gk)d is with them ; but to Mary it 
has been given, not only to conform herself to the 
will of Grod, but that €rod himself has given, not 
only to conform herself to the will of God, but 

THAT GrOD HIMSELF HAS BEEN CONFOBBiED TO 

hebs ; and while we say of virgins that they follow 
the Lamb, we can say of Mary on earth, that the 
Lamb followed her' " (p. 137). 

***When Mary,' continues St. Peter Damian, 
presents herself before Jesus, the altar of recon- 
ciliation, to mediate for us, she rather seems to 
DICTATE THAN TO SUPPLICATE, and has morc the 
air of a Queen than of a subject ' " (p. 137). 

" That all is subject to Mary's empire, even GOD 
HIMSELF" (p. 137). 

"St. Germanus says to Mary: *You, O holy 
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Virgin, havb oyer God thb authority of ▲ 
Mother, and hence you obtain pardon for the most 
obdurate sinners'" (p. 140). 

'^ St. Augustin sajs : * Men have but one sole 
advocate in heaven, and it is you; holy Virgin'" 
(p. 145). 

^'^So* says St. Anselm, 'our salvation is often 
more speedily effected by invoking Mary ' Beautiful 
as the Moon,' than m calling on Jesus, the divine 
* Sun of Justice' " (p. 186).* 

As to visions of the Virgin Mary and Miracles 
wrought, I need scarcely add that they are innume- 
rable. But as our redemptorists are Scapularians 
I propose to confine myself to one instance only, 
on the subject of Miracles, which relates to the 
wonderful power of the Scapular. In p. 161, it is 

* The work under consideration is by no means scarce, it 
having gone through several editions, and I have before me the 
edition of 1848, which is sold at the low price of One Shilling. 

Though the ^ Congregation of Rites" after a most rigorous 
examination of the works of this saint, dechtred that not one 
wo&D had been found worthy of censure ; yet the publishers of 
the later editions, have deemed it expedient to make many 
alterations and omissions, adding copious notes, endeavouring to 
explain away the idolatries of their system. Which notes are 
falsely attributed to Liguori. 

I give a few passages, showing the alterations which have been 
made, while a very large majority of equally objectionable 
passages, are left unchanged. 



124 



ROMANISM IN ENGLAND. 



related ^Hhat nothing more contributed to extend 
the devotion of the holy Scapular than the prodigies 
which were wrought in favour of those who 
practised it. The following is not the least remark- 
able. At the siege of Montpellier, a soldier who 
wore this badge of devotion to Mary, received a 
musket shot, as he mounted a battery, but the ball^ 
after perforating his clothes, stopped when it come 
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DUBUN, 1R41. 

" Mary not only gives, but 
offers to all men without ex- 
ception, milk and wool; the 
milk of mercy, and the wool 
of her intercession ; the former 
to reanimate our confidence^ 
and the latter as a rampart 
against the thunders of Al- 
mighty vengeance" (p. 31). 



5th EDITION. JOHN OOTKB : 
DUBLIN, 1845. 

'^ Mary not only gives, but 
offers to all men without ex- 
ception, milk and wool; the 
milk of mercy, and the wool 
of her intercession through the 
merits of Christ; the former 
to reanimate our confidence* 
and the latter as a rampart 
against the thunders o{ Divine 
justice** (p. 33). 



'' O Great Queen ! exclaims 
Abbot Rupert, commenting on 
this text [Solomon's Song, iv. 
8], it is by you the miserable 
are saved, and because their 
salvation is your work, they 
shall form your crown in hea- 
ven" (p. 34). 



^* O Great Queen ! exclauns 
the Abbot Rupert, comment- 
ing on this text, with miserable 
siniierSf saved through your 
prayers^ you shall be crowned 
in heaven; for their salvcUion 
shall be your crown — a crown 
worthy of and peculiar to the 
Queen of Mercy" (p. 36). 
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9 

to the Scapular, and he remained unhurt. Louis 
Xin., himself who was at the siege, was so struck 



4th EDIT. JOHN cotne: 1841. 

" St. BerDard takes occasion 
to encourage the sinner:-— 
*'Go/' does he say to him, 
<*go to find the Mother of 
Mercy; discover to her the 
wounds of thy soul, and Mary 
showing to her .Son the breasts 
whence he drew life and nou- 
rishment, will mollify his an- 
ger, and appease his wrath" 
(p. 64). 

*^St. Germanus, then, had 
reason to call Mary this ** Res- 
piration of Christians." For 
as the body cannot exist with- 
out breathing, so the soul can- 
not live without recurring to 
the Mother of God" (p. 71). 

''Richard of St. Laurence, 
also observes on this subject' 
that in the old law, God often 
complained that there was 
none to interpose between Him 
and sinners, but since Mary, 
the mediatrix of peace, has 
appeared on earth, she re- 
strains His arm and averts His 
wrath " (p. 96). 



5th EDIT. JOHN cotne: 1845. 
^* St. Bernard takes occasion 
to encourage the sinner: — 
«*Go," he says, **go to find 
the Mother of Mercy ; disco- 
ver to her the wounds of thy 
thy soul: Mary will show to 
her Son the breasts whence he 
drew nourishment, and the 
Son mil certainly hear the 
Mother'* (p. 98). 

" St. Germanus, then, had 
reason to call Mary the " Res- 
piration of Christians.** For 
as the body cannot exist with- 
out breathing, so the soul shall 
scarcely live without recurring 
totheMotherof God"(p. 108). 

(» Richard of St. Laurence, 
also observes on this subject, 
that m the old law, God often 
complained that there was 
none to interpose between Him 
and sinners, but since Mary, 
the mediatrix of peace, has 
appeared on earth, she re- 
strains His arm, and averts His 
wrath by presenting in our 
behalf the merits qf His Son'* 
(p. 143). 
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bj the mirades that he became a member of this 
holy sodality. " . 

To illustrate more practicallj the assertion with 



4th EDIT. JOHN ootne: 1841. 
^ It is now the general sen- 
timent of the churchy that the 
intercession of the Mother of 

GrOd is NOT ONLY USeful, BUT 

ETBN necessary to saltation." 
(p. 122.) 

'' St. Peter Damian goes still 
further, asking himself this 
question, ** Why has God be- 
fore he became incarnate in 
Mary's womb, applied for her 
consent ! For two reasons, he 
replies : first to oblige lis to be 
very grateful to her : and 
secondly, to teach us that our 
galvation depends on the will 
of this blessed Virgin." (p. 
123.) 

** You, holy Virgin, have 

OVEB GrOD THE AUTHORITT OF 

A MOTHER, and hence you ob- 
tain pardon for the most obdu- 
rate smner." (p. 140.) 

<'St. Augustin says, 'Men 
have but one sole advocate in 
HEANEN, and it is you, holy 



5th EDIT. JOHN ootnb: 1845. 
^ It is now the general sen- 
timent of the church, that the 
intercession of the Mother of 
God is useful and necessary." 
(p. 178.) 

" St. Peter Damian goes still 
further, asking himself, * Why 
has Grod before he became in- 
carnate in Mary's womb, ap- 
plied for her consent! For 
two reasons,* he replies, ' first, 
to oblige us to be very grateful 
to her : and secondly, to teach 
us that to this Virgin is in- 
trusted the salvation qf all 
men.*" (p. 179.) 

** You, O holy Virgin, have 
with God the influence of a 
mother, and hence you obtain 
pardon for the most obdurate 
sinner, (p. 198.) 

^St. Augustin says, 'Men 
have but one advocate among 
the saints, and it is you, holy 
Virgin." (p. 202.) 



Virgin.'" (p. 145.) 

We hail these improvements, such as they are, as evidences 
of a dawning of light. A consciousness of error is the first step 
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which I prefaced these quotations from Liguori's 
work, I will quote two narrations, which are taught 
and received as facts by the Romish Church. 

'^During the pontificate of St* Gregory the 
Great, the people of Rome experienced in a most 
striking manner the protection of the Blessed 
Virgin. A frightful pestilence raged in the city to 
such an extent, that thousands were carried off, and 
so suddenly, that they had not time to make the 
least preparation. It cotdd not be arrested by the 
vows and prayers which the holy JPope caused to be 
offered in aU qitarters, until he resolved on having 
recourse to the Mother of God, Having commanded 
the clergy and people to go in general procession to 

to repentance and amendment This advancement, 1 contend, 
has been brought about by Protestant censure. Romanists 
dread the exposure of blasphemies such as I have enumerated, 
and are driven to use extraordinary subterfuges with a view to 
reconcile their vagaries to reason and conscience ; but they still 
cling to them with wonderful pertinacity, and more particularly 
do they hold to their idol worship — the worship of the Yiigui 
Mary. 

If we Protestants have gained this little advantage, let us 
never cease in our labours to bring to light all the errors and 
superstitions of this idolatrous church, until our Roman Catholic 
brethren are brought by force of reason and truth to shake off this 
dross, the accumulation of time and ignorance, and to adopt that 
simplicity of fiuth ** once delivered to the saints," — the faith 
IN Christ Jesus, oub Saviour, and our only Mediator and 
Advocate with the Father. 
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the church of our Lady, called Si. Mary Major, 
carrying the picture of the Virgin, painted by 
St Lukcy the miraculous effects of her intercession 
were soon experienced: in every street as they 
passed, the plague ceased, [I] and before the end of 
the procession, an angel in human form was seen on 
the tower of Adrian, named ever since the Castle 
of St. Angelo, sheathing a bloody sabre. At the 
same moment, the angels were heard singing the 
anthem, ^Begina coeli,' &c Triumph^ O Queen, 
and Alleluia. The holy Pope added the words^ 
* Ora pro nobis Deum.' Petition God our souls to 
save I The Church has since used this anthem to 
salute the Blessed Virgin in Easter time. — True 
Devotion to the Blessed Virgin Manf* (p 34). 

And again — "We read in the Chronicles of 
St. Francis, that brother Leo once saw in a vision^ 
two ladders, one bed, at the summit of which wa» 
Jesus Chbist ; and the other white, at the end of 
which presided his blessed Motheb. He observed 
that many who endeavoured to ascend the first 
ladder, after mounting a few steps, fell down : and 
on trying again, were equally unsuccessful, so that 
they never attained the summit ; but a voice having 
told them to make trial of the white ladder, they 
soon gained the top, the Blessed Virgin having held 
forth her hand to help them" (p. 177). 
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I will now draw to a close mj quotations, with 
two examples from his numerous prayers : — ^^Qiieen 
of heaven and earth! Mother of God I my sove^ 
reign mistress ! I present myself before you as a 
poor mendicant before a mighty Queen. From the 
height of your throne, deign to cast your eyes on a 
miserable sinner, and lose not sight of him tUl you 
render him truly holy. 

" O illustrious Virgin ! you are Queen of the 
Universey and consequently mine ; I desire then to 
consecrate myself more particularly to your service ; 
dispose of me according to your good pleasure"; 
direct me^ I abandon myself wholly to your conduct^ 
never more let me be guided by myself; chastise 
me if I disobey you ; your correction will be sweet 
and agreeable ; I am then no longer mine^ / am all 
yours; SAVE me, O powerful Queen, save me by 
your intercession with your Son" (p. 35). 

" Draw me after you, O holy Virgin, that I may 
run in the odour of your perfumes. Draw me, for 
I am withheld by the weight of my sins, and the 
malice of my enemies. As no one can go to your 
Son, unless the Heavenly Father draw him, so I 
presume to say in the same manner, that no one can 
go to the Father unless you attract him by your 
prayers. It is you who obtain pardon and grace 
for sinners; you are the teacher of true wisdom, and 
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the repository of the treasures of the Most Sigh. 
You have found favour with God, being preserved 
from original sin, filled with the Holy Ghost, and 
selected as the . Mother of His Son. All these 
graces you have received, O most humble Mary, 
not alone for yourself, but also for us, in order iha^ 
you might be able to assist us in all our wants. 
You succour the just by preserving them in grace, 
and you help the wicked by disposing them to 
receive the divine mercy ; you aid the dying, pre- 
serving them from the snares of Satan, and con- 
ducting them, after death, to the mansions of the 
blessed" (p. 182). 

We cannot but be struck with the numerous 
authorities, cited by this sainted individual to cor- 
roborate his blasphemies ; indeed, he declares his 
work to be '^ A collection of the most beautiful and 
striking passages &om the Holy Fathers and 
Theologians" — so many fellow-workers in idolatry 
and iniquity ; — ^the Church of Rome, alas ! has 
many such, as Ligouri himself testifies. It cannot 
be a matter of surprise that he should quote freely 
from the "Psalter of the Blessed Virgin Mary" of 
his co-blasphemer, St. Bonaventura ; but in his zeal 
he has not been very particular in the selection of 
his authorities, and, like the majority of Roman 
Catholics, has an intolerable itching for misquoting. 
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He has pressed into his service Ignatius, who wrote 
about the period a.d. 100; Irenseus^ a.d. 180; 
Athanasius, A.D. 350 ; Hilary, a.d. 350 ; Chrysos- 
torn, A.D. 405 ; Augustine, a.d. 430 ; Jerome, a.d. 
418, &c., 8cc. I defy Ligouri, Dr. Wiseman, the 
Bedemptorist Fathers, or any other Bomanist, to 
find in the works of the last-named Fathers the 
most distant allusion to the mercy, the intercession, 
or the advocacy and saving power of the Virgin 
Mary, or that the invocation of her formed any part 
of the worship of their fellow-Christians, either in 
their public assemblies or private devotions. It 
was, no doubt, on account of this lying propensity 
in this Ulustrums saint of the modem Boman 
Catholic Church, which enkindled a fellow feeling 
in the breast of Dr. Wiseman,* who, in his ecstacy 
at finding so noble an example before him, speaks 
of him as "a venerable man," " a pattern of light," 
'^ whose life and writings inspire us with an admi- 
ration scarcely surpassed by that which we feel 
towards the early lights of the Church.** 

Bomanists do not cease to complain that they are 
misrepresented by Protestants of this country. 
Some few protest that it is unfair to visit the 
extravagances of a few enthusiasts on their church 

* As to misquotationB by Dr. Wiseman, see Letter V. 
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as a body. But I contend that I am justified in 
asserting that the sentiments of Liguori, as ex- 
pressed in his acknowledged works, must be those 
of the modem Roman Catholic church. How does 
the case stand as to the writings of Liguori ? We 
find, that with a view to his canonization, (the 
most solemn act of this modern church,) Pope Pius 
VIL confirmed the decree of the Congregation of 
Rites, which declared ^Uhat all the writings of St. 
Alphonsus, whether printed or inedited, had been 
most rigorously examined, according to the discipline 
of the Apostolic See, and that not one word had 
been found ^censura dignumf and that in all [these 
examinations, undertaken with a view to canoniza- 
tion of St. Alphonsus, and in the definite judgment 
of the sacred congregation, all agreed, ^voce Con- 
cordia, unanimi consensu, una voce, unanimiter*** 
(see Roman Catholic Calendar for 1845, p. 167 ;) 
and in consequence he was canonized by the late 
Pope Gregory XVI., a.d. 1839. Again, in the 
"Lives of the * Modem Saints,'" a work approved 
and specially recommended by two Roman Catholic 
bishops, one of whom is Dr. Wiseman, and dedi- 
cated to the regular clergy of the Catholic church 
in England," ("Life of St. A. Liguori," vol. ii., 
pp. 19 — 21, Richardson, London, 1848) we find 
"the precious work, entitled Hhe Glories of Mary,'" 
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most particularly mentioned and recommended as a 
work the fruit of several years' labour, " in which 
he (Liguori) had employed himself to choose from 
among the works of holy fathers and theologians 
the most concltisive proofs in favour of the preroga- 
tives of Mary y and the fittest to engage the faithful 
to devote themselves to her service." (p. 20.) "The 
applause with which the book was received, or the 
number of editions through which it has gone, is 
scarcely to be credited." (p. 21.) 

But to place the matter beyond a doubt that the 
doctrines taught by Liguori are universally received 
by all classes of modem Romanists, we find in their 
own Missal, or Prayer-book, which is in daily use 
in England, that they must pray, on the 2nd of 
August in every year, in the following words — " O 
Grod, who by the blessed Alphonsus^ thy confessor 
and pontiff, inflamed with the love of souls, hast 
enriched thy church with a new offspring, toe im- 
plore thaty taught by his admonitionsy and strengtfi- 
ened by his example^ we may be able to come to thee 
through the Lord." (Missale Romanum, Mechlin, 
1840, p. 402.) 

I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 

A Lay Subscriber. 

Nov. 13, 1849. 

N 
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LETTER X. 

Sib, — In my last, I brought to the notice of jour 
readers that most exquisite gem of Roman Catholic 
devotions, " The Glories of Mary," the handiwork 
of that most illustrious patron saint of the Redemp- 
torist Fathers of Park Road, Clapham, St. Al- 
t»HONsns M. DE LioouBi. From the few examples 
submitted, it will be readily conceded that Creature 
Worship can go no further. We have seen that the 
Virgin Mary is represented as ^Hhe gate through 
which sinners pass** — " that, by virtue of her juris^ 
diction over Christ as his mother, she permitted him 
to be delivered up to the Jews" — " that all is subject 
to Mary^ even God himself" — and "that she had 
over God the right of a mother," The edition from 
which I quoted was the fourth edition of the 
"Glories of Mary," published by John Coyne, of 
Dublin, the authorized publisher of Roman Catholic 
works. Since preparing my former letters, I have 
consulted several subsequent editions, and, to my 
surprise, I found that variations of expressions had 
been made in parts of the texts, and most copious 
notes added ; the object being to explain away and 
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soften down the blasphemies of this sainted indim^ 
dual. These subsequent editions of the ^^ Glories 
of Marjy" emendated and re-edited, are still most 
blasphemous and indefensible ; the four prior edi- 
tions, it must be remembered, were pubHshed 
without notes or other explanations. I would ask 
what right has the editor of subsequent editions to 
tamper with the text of the author, when the ori- 
ginal work has been most solemnly recognized bj 
the '^Sacred Congregation of Rites,'' who have 
recorded their judgment that not one word in the 
" Glories of Mary" was worthy of censure ; which 
decision was approved of by numerous infallible 
Popes ? If the Roman Catholic editor, '^ A Catho- 
lic Priest," was ashamed of the blasphemies of 
Ldguori, why has he not openly confessed it ? Why 
publish spurious editions? These emendations, 
such as they are, we witness with delight ; it is an 
advance in the right direction, though wrung from 
them, being the result of frequent exposure before 
a Protestant public. We have, however, to deal 
with the opinions of Liguori, not what has been 
cooked up or explained away. 

The works of Liguori, as we have seen, have 
received the most direct sanction of the Church of 
Rome. We are assured, in the '^ Roman Catholic 
Calendar for 1840," (Batersby, Dublin,) that all his 
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works both manuscript and printed, had undergone 
the most minute examination by the Congregation 
of Kites, with a view to his beatification ; and 

THEY DECLABED THAT THEY HAD POUND NOTHING 

CENSURABLE IN THEM ; among which the ^^ Glories 
of Mary" and the "Moral Theology" are named. 
The "Eoman Catholic Calendar for 1845," (p. 167) 
enters more minutely into the authority of Ligouri^s 
works ; Popes, Councils, &c., &c., one and all, have 
unanimously proclaimed that his works were worthy 
of the highest praise, and that they contain " not 
one word worthy of censure.^ In consequence of 
these precious productions he was considered to 
have merited the [highest honour the Church of 
Rome could confer on her members, namely, beatifi- 
cation. Liguori was enrolled among the list of 
Rdman Catholic saints on the 26th May (Trinity 
Sunday), 1839. An honourable place is assigned 
to him in the " Calendar," and on the 2nd August, 
in each year, every devout Eomanist offers up a 
prayer to God, imploring Him that, taught by the 
admonitions of Liguori, he may finaUy reach the 
shores of heaven. 

^' It is more dif&cult for a camel to go through 
the eye of a needle** than for a member of the 
Romish Church to attain the supreme honour of 
canonization without a miracle having been wrought 
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by, or by means of, the candidate for the high 
honour. The individual in question was not want- 
ing in this particular ; among others, the '^ Calendar 
for 1840" mentions that a lady, who suffered from 
an abscess in the left breast, which rendered painful 
operations neceseary, but aa the patient grew ra- 
pidly worse, the surgeon ordered the rites of the 
Church to be administered. ^'In the evening of 
that day one of the patient's neighbours came to see 
her, brought with her a picture of the saint [Li- 
guori], with a small piece of his garment. By her 
advice the sick woman recommended herself to Al' 
phonstiSy and placed the picture upon the wound, 
and swallowed a few threads of the relic in some 
water. She then fell into a quiet sleep, and when 
she arose in the morning, discovered, to her great 
surprise, that she was perfectly cured, and the whole 
of her breast restoredy even that part which had 
been cut off; nor did she ever afterwards suffer pain 
or inconvenience from it." And further, since per^ 
sonal merits form an essential portion of the compo- 
fdtion of Roman Catholic theology, Liguori was not 
wanting in this respect also: private austerities, 
practised on his own person, were made a most 
essential recommendation to his title for promotion. 
In the same '^Calendar," we are assured, that 'Hhi» 
servant of God constantly scourged himself, un- 

N 3 
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bloodily and bloodily ; and besides the unbloody 
scourgings enjoined by his order, he was wont to 
punish himself every day in the morning, before the 
usual hours of rising, and in the evening, after the 
signal of repose. On Saturdays he scourged himself 
until the blood flowed .... he macerated his body 
also toith hairclothy wUh sharp points in it, and with 
chains, as well on the arms as on the legs, which he 
carried with him until dinner time, and these for 
the most part^ were so armed with sharp points, 
that they filled with horror all who ever saw him . . • 
He had a ^ress filled with a coat of mail with iron 
points. ... Of a similar nature was his extreme 
mortification in sleeping upon two planks covered 
with a sack, with a little straw, so that it appeared 
a hard stone. He slept during his few hours with 
a large stone hung on and tied to his feet He never 
shaved himself with a razor, but only, by little and 
little, he did it with pincers; and he caused his 
assistant friar to make his clerical crown with the 
same pincers." ! ! Thus, then, by his writings, 
miracles^ and works of merit, has Ligouri attained 
the highest honour of his Church. The principles 
taught by Liguori are those of the Roman Catholic 
Church ; they bear the sanction and weight of 
Papal authority, and by them the Church of Rome 
will stand or fall. 
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Our friends, the Redemptorists, have, in a most 
peculiar manner, identified themselyes with their 
patron saint. In the Tablet of the 12th of April 
last we read that " every devout Catholic can revert 
with plecLSurahle emotions to the writings of St. 
Alphonstts M. de Liguori. In the Lives and Con- 
versations of the Fathers of his Order, [the Re- 
demptorists of Clapham,] it may truly be said we 
have living illustrations of his piety, zeal, and 
learning." " Grod," we are further told, in the same 
journal, has directed the steps of these holy men to 
the scenes of their present labours at Clapham, the 
veriest hot-bed of Evangelism to be found anywhere 
in F^testant England, not excepting Cheltenham." 

Every devout Eomanist, and the Redemptorists, 
^' those eloquent sons of Liguori," in particular^ 
ought to be highly gratified — nay, delighted — to 
fijid the sentiments and writings of Liguori made 
the subject of public canvass and examination. 

I propose, therefore, in this second series of 
letters, to submit to' your readers the "Moral 
Theology " of the patron saint, as a specimen of the 
principles of the theology which the Redemptorists 
desire to teach in that " most heretical neighbour- 
hood." 

The " Moral Theology " of Liguori is, by name, 
particularly pointed out in the bull of the late Pope, 
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Gregory XVI^ (see " Roman Catholic Calexidar for 
1845/' p. 167,) as one of the works which had 
undergone twenty years strict examination by the 
Congregation of Kites, undertaken with a view to 
the canonisation of the author. The work in 
question is most confidently recommended as " the 
fruit of a pure zeal for the glory of Grod, and the 
salvation of souls," in the "lives of the Saints,*' 
vol. ii., p. 52 ;* and in the same work an elaborate 
defence is entered into of this " System of Theology,*' 
which is declared to be the canon law of the Boman 
Catholic religion. This edition of the "lives of 
the Saints ** has the direct sanction and imprimatur 
of Dr. Wiseman. As an earnest of the intention of 
the Eedemptorists to enlighten "that most heretical 
neighbourhood," these " eloquent sons " are import- 
ing into this country cargoes of the work in question, 
deposited for sale at the "ware-room of Catholic 
devotion " of Messrs. Bums. The imported edition 
has the sanction, imprimatury and recommendation 
of the present Pope, Pius IX., appearing by letter 
set out in full from his Holiness* 

These preliminary remarks are necessary for the 
due appreciation of the works and sentiments of 
Liguori, and should be fully understood ; for this 

* " Life of Liguori." Richardson, London, 1847- 
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* Moral Theology" discloses a system, set forth 
under the garb of religion, so hideous, of which 
sober, bible-read, matter-of-fact, uninitiated Pro- 
testants can have no possible conception. The 
lukewarm, self-contented Protestants of England, 
are led to believe that the baneful and soul-destroj- 
ing system of Romanism is mere romance — a shadow 
created in the heated brains, and exists only in the 
imagination of " Ultra-Protestant, Exeter Hall rant- 
ing enthusiasts/' 

The nature of many of the subjects treated of by 
Liguori preclude the possibility of an examination 
in a public paper.* In this series of letters it will, 
therefore, be impossible to bring them before the 
public ; such only as are consistent with regard to 
public decency I propose to examine ; the rest I 
must leave to the private perusal of those who 
would wish to satisfy themselves as to the depths 
and extent to which this ^' system of iniquity " has 
been carried, by a reference to the original. 

Dens's Theology, when dragged into light, and 

* That part of the ''Moral Theology" which refers to the 
confessional, introduced under the head of the '' Seventh Com- 
mandment," is so obscene, demoralising, and at the same time 
80 imaginative, (for crimes there suggested can only exist in the 
imagination of the priest,) are best left for the private perusal of 
the Redemptorists.^ 
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the abominable principles it contained exposed, 
excited uniyersal horror and indignation ; but a 

WOBSE THAN DeNS IS HERE. 

With your permission^ I propose to submit a few 
extracts from this work in a subsequent letter. 

I am. Sir, your obedient Servant, 

A Lay Subsgbibeb. 
Jan. 29, 1850. 
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LETTEE XI. 

Sm. — ^In my last, I briefly examined the authority 
of Liguori's works, and more particularly his 
"Moral Theology." We have seen that the work in 
question has received, in a most especial and marked 
manner, the sanction and imprimatur of the Roman 
Catholic charch, who, in her infallible judgment, 
after twenty years* mature deliberation, has declared 
that there was not one word worthy of censure in 
his " Moral System." Liguori is the declared ex- 
ponent of her sentiments. . His works, in fact, are 
represented as embodying the canon law of the 
church ; and we find all classes of Romanists, from 
the Pope down to the " Redemptorist Fathers, in- 
cluding Dr. Wiseman and the Roman Catholic 
clergy in England, unanimtously recommending and 
extolling the writings and sentiments of this Ulus- 
trious saint In a word, no book issued from the 
Roman Catholic press is of greater authority,* not 

* ^ Pope Benedict XIV., being asked by the learned Nea- 
politan mjfloonary, Jario, for advioe in aome important matter, 
referred to Alphonaus as to an oracle, saying, ' You have your 
Liguori, consult him.'"' — Roman Catholic Calendar for 1845, 
p. 167. 
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even excepting Bellarmin. We have also seen that 
the Redemptorists most especially declare them- 
selves the followers and imitators of Liguori, their 
patron saint. It is, then, by his " System of The- 
ology," that these gentlemen of " the Retreat " pro- 
pose to make an impression upon, and convert, the 
heretics of Clapham. 

I propose then, briefly — for it must be briefly — 
to examine this moral system. 

The bible is God's own word : this is admitted 
both by Protestants and Papists. The religion of 
Protestants is founded on the bible. The bible, 
alone, is their rule of faith ; while, on the other 
hand, the bible and tradition, together, constitute 
that of the church of Home. The peculiar doctrines 
and dogmas of the latter church (which have no 
sanction in the bible, and against which the former 
protest;) she declares to have acquired by tradition. 
These so-called traditions are not only not sanc- 
tioned by, but are contrary to, " God's word." To 
deny her traditions is heresy. Nay, so much does 
the church of Rome cherish her traditions, that 
they require of her members to declare that they 
will ^^ most firmly admit and embrace^ her tradi- 
tions, while she requires them simply " to admit the 
Scriptures,'' and that only in a modified shape — 
namely, "according to that sense which the holy 
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mother church has held, and does hold, whose 
province it is to judge of the true sense and inter- 
pretation of the holy scriptures ;*' the Church of 
Rome, be it remembered, never having, in any age, 
in her infallible wisdom, set forth an authoritative 
interpretation of any one single chapter in the bible. 
One might suppose that the notes appended to 
the Romish editions of the scriptures would supply, 
in a digested form, an interpretation authorised by 
the Church of Rome. ** No, not by ant means. 
The notes carry, in our editions of the bible, 
NO WEIGHT," says Dr. Doyle, in his examination 
before a Committee of the Lords, on the 21srt of 
March, 1825. He declared these notes to be only the 
fruits of private judgment. (See Phelan and O'Sul- 
livan's "Digest of Evidence on the State of Ire- 
land," 1824, 1826, part i., pp. 222, 223.) But this 
is not all ; for the Church of Rome has put a com- 
plete padlock on the understanding of the members 
of her church, by declaring " that they shall never 
interpret them [the scriptures] otherwise than 
according to the. unanimous consent op the 
FATHERS ;" a unanimity nowhere to be found. 

It must be readily admitted, therefore, that the 
clauses above alluded to amount to a virtual pro- 
hibition of the use of the scriptures, and render 
them A dead letter in the hands of a Romanist. 

o 
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Were the whole Eomish system to be found in 
the Bible, the priests would naturally encourage its 
perusal by the laity ; but the Bible being plainly 
unfavourable to its peculiar dogmas, and in most 
instances directly interdicting them, they seek to 
deprive the laity of the Bible, and declare, as their 
excuse, that, by reading it, the people run a great 
risk of falling into heresy. The heresy would 
plainly be a denial of those peculiar doctrined 
drawn out by Pope Pius IV., agreeable to the 
decision of the Council of Trent ; and the reader of 
the Bible would most certainly become a heretic in 
their sense of the word. The Church of Rome 
weighs 6od*s word, and finds it wanting ; she calls 
in to her aid " Oral Tradition," and therefore does 
she interdict the free and unrestrained and unbiassed 
reading of the Holy Bible by the laity. It cannot 
be wondered, then, that Liguori, to enable him to 
give due weight and authority to his New System of 
Theology^ should most strenuously insist on the 
strict observance of the 4th rule of the Index of 
prohibited books. 

The rule is as foUows : — 

" Since it is manifest, by experience, that, if the 
Holy Bibles are allowed everywhere, without differ- 
ence, in the vulgar tongue^ kobe harm than good 
would arise from it on account of the rashness of 
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men. Let the judgment of the bishop or inquisitor 
be abided by in this matter, so that, with the advice 
of the parish priest or confessor, they may grant the 
reading of the Bible in the vulgar tongue, translated 
bj Catholic authors, to those whom they shall have 
ascertained to be likely to have derived no harm, 
but rather an increase of faith and piety, from this 
sort of reading ; which permission they must have 
in writing. But if any one shall presume to read or 
possess them without such permission^ he may not 
RECEIVE ABSOLUTION OF HIS SINS, uuless he first 
deliver up the Bibles to the ordinary." 

In tom. i., liguori gives sonre general obser- 
vations as to the prohibition of those books which 
the Church of Eome considers injurious to her 
cause. He enters into an elaborate history of the 
various methods adopted for prohibiting heretical 
books, the care with which censors of books are 
chosen, and the mode adopted by those censors for 
the due suppression of "these heretical books. • " It 
was needful," says he, " that an Index of forbidden 
books should be formed. Hence Paul IV. com- 
mitted to the Inquisition that they should form this 
index." He then goes on to show how that Index, 
being insufficient, was completed by other and more 
efficient tribunals, under the order of Pope Pius 
IV. ; which, being completed, Pope Pius com- 



148 HOMANISM IN ENGLAND. 

manded the observance of the rules of the Index, 
under severe pains and penalties. Which decree 
has been most strictly followed up by subsequent 
Popes down to the present time. Speaking of the 
books which are forbidden as heretical, among 
others Liguori mentions, most particularly, the 
Bible. "The Scriptures and books of contro- 
versy may not be permitted in the vernacular 
tongue ; as, also, they cannot be read without per- 
mission** ;* and adds those pains and penalties 
enjoined by the Church. 

Thus does Liguori labour to suppress the free use 
and circulation, and unbiassed reading of the Bible^ 
in order that his "New System of Moral Theology'* 
may come with more apparent truth and weight ; 
and thereby hopes to pave the way for the admission 
of that most abominable system which he advocates, 
as the established doctrines of his Church. 

In the present letter I must restrict myself to the 
consideration of Liguori's teaching on "Dissimu- 
lation." My extracts are taken from tom. ii., lib. 
iii., cap. iii., edit. Mechlin, 1845, sold by Bums.t 

* Scripturie et libri controversiarum in lingua vemacula non 
permittantur, sine autem permissione legi non posBunt.'^ 

•^ I find that the Redemptorists have imported and have on 
sale at Messrs. Bums, yet another and later edition of the work 
in question, Turin, 1847-8, which in no way differs firom the 
Mechlin Edition. 
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Liguori teaches the lawfulness of dissembling 
OR concealing the faith for a good cause. He 
declares that evil may be done that good mat 
come of it. The standard of good being the 
furtherance of the objects of " the Chlrch." In 
answer to the question, "Whether it be lawful 
positively to deny the faith ? " he answers, " In no 
case is it lawful, whether it be done by voice or any 
other sign, Christ having said, 'He who hath 
denied me before men,' &c. Notwithstanding, 
indeed, although it is not lawful to lie, or to feign 
what is not, HOWEVER IT IS LAWFUL TO 
DISSEMBLE WHAT IS, OR TO COVER the 
TRUTH WITH WORDS, or Other AMBIGUOUS and 
doubtful signsy for a jtist cause^ and when there 
is not a necessity of corfiessing,^* — Ibid, p. 1 16. 

Again : When interrogated by public authority, 
a Roman Catholic may conceal his faitb, tergiver- 
sate, and answer obscurely ; he is not bound lo pro- 
fess the faith. Liguori even goes so far as thus to 
consider the case of a Romanist not asked concem- 

* ''Reap. NuUo casu licet» sive voce, sive alio dgno fiat, 
dioente Christo : Q^i negaverit me coram hominUnu, &c. 
Intedm vero, etsi licitum non est mentiri, seu simulare quod 
non est, licet tamen dissimulare quod est, sive tegere veritatem 
verbis, aliisve signis ambiguis et indifierentibus, ob justam 
causam, et cum non est neceesitas fatendi. Est coinm. S. 
Thorn. Kon. dis. 15. dub. 2. n. 9. Lavm. 1. 2. t. i. c. 11.'' 

o3 
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ing his^faith : — '' When you are not asked concerning 
the faith, not only is it lawful but often more con- 
ducive to the glory of God and the utilUy of your 
neighhouit to cover the faith than to confess it ; . for 
example, IF CONCEALED AMONG HERE- 
TICS you niay accomplish a greater amount of 
good, — or, if from the confession of the faith more 
of evil would follow — for example, great trouble, 
death, the hostility of a tyrant, the peril of defec- 
tion, if you should be tortured : whence it is often 
rash to offer one's self willingly.*** — Ibid. p. 117. 

The abore are only sample passages of many of a 
similar character on "Dissimulation." Mr. Blake- 
ney, in his excellent treatise referred to in my last, 
pums up the various points sought to be established 
by X^iguori on this head, when the interests of the 
Church are advanced thereby, in the following 
words: — . 

I. It is lawful to dissemble the £uth I . 

IL Even when interrogated by public authority, 
the Romanist is not bound to profess the faith ! 

* " Cum non rog^ris de iide,.non solum licet, sed sepe melius 
est ad Dei honorem, et utilitatem prozimj,^tegei!e fidem quam 
fateri : ut a. latens inter haeteticos plus boni &cias ; vel si ex 
confessione plus mali sequeretur verbi gratia, turbatio, neces,. 
exacerbatio tyranni, periciilum defectionis, si torquereris. Unde 
temerarium plerumque eat oiferre se. ultro. S. Th. Sanch^ 
Laym. c. 11. n. 2." 
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III. He may answer obscurely I 

IV. He may use tergiversation I 

V. He may eat flesh meat on faM days^ to 
accomplish the purposes of dissimulation ! 

VI. He may listen to sermons of heretics \ 
Vn. He may attend the funerals of heretics, and 

stand as sponsors for their children, intending 
to imbue their minds, if possible, with Romish senti- 
ments ! 

VIII. A bishop may deny that he is a bishop \ 

IX. A priest may deny that he is a priest ! 

X. A religious may deny that he is a religious ! 

XI. A Roman Catholic, when asked if he is a 
Papist, may dissemble, by answering in the 
negative ! 

Xn. He may use ambiguous words, ambiguous 
signs and badges, to dissemble his creed ; but none 
of these courses should be adopted ' if he may 
appear to those present to deny the faith ! ' 

This condition (continues Mr. Blakeney) gives us 
a further view of the designs of the Papacy. Why 
is it necessary to abstain from the " appearance of 
denying the faith V* Liguori answers the question* 
When speaking of a Romanist dissembling his 
religion, he makes an exception — '^ If he appears to 
deny the faith. If the religious principles of a 
Romanist were known before the inquiry was made. 
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he is bound at once to acknowledge and confess his 
faith, lest otherwise he should be considered an 
apostate, which would other^'ise injure the repu- 
tation of the Church, to whose interest all other 
interests mtist give way*'' 

Such then, is the system of the "Moral 
Theology" of Liguori — ^the canon law of the 
Romish Church — on the subject of dissimulation. 
These are the sentiments and writings to which 
" every devout Catholic can revert with pleasurable 
emotions " ; — these are the doctrines with which the 
Bedemptorist Fathers of Park-road, Clapham, 
" living illustrations of piety, zeal, and learning," 
and who " live strictly to the rules of their sainted 
and learned founder," Liguori, propose " to make a 
deep impression on that most heretical neighbour- 
hood," Clapham. 

Oh ! how important indeed — of what vital im- 
portance is it — to deprive the laity of the bible — ^the 
word of Grod — ^that holy book which can make us 
"wise unto salvation, through faith which is in 
Christ Jesus," — " which is a lamp unto our feet." 
This apostate ch^irch teaches her ministers and 
members to dissemble, and even deny the faith of 
Clirist, so contrary to the example given us by 
Paul, who, even in " bonds and imprisonment," feared 
not to confess the true faith. 
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I ask, would a bible-read Romanist, if such a one 
exist among the laitj, dare to advocate the doctrines 
taught by his church, which are in direct opposition to 
the words of our blessed Redeemer — " Whosoever 

SHALL CONFESS MB BEFORE MeN, HIM WILL I CON- 
FESS BEFORE MY FATHER WHICH IS IN HeAVEN ; 
BUT WHOSOEVER SHALL DENT ME BEFORE MEN, HIM 
WILL I AI.SO DENY BEFORE MY FATHER WHICH IS IN 

Heaven ?"— Matt. x. 32. 

In mj next, I propose to examine the principle 
that " It is lawtul to do evil that good may 
COME," which liguori establishes as the accepted 
doctrine and rule of the church of Rome. 

I am, Sir, your obedient Servant, 

A Lay Subscriber. 
Feb. 6, 1850. . 
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Sib, — Having examined the teaching of the 
church of Rome, as exemplified by her authorised 
interpreter, Liguori, on the subject of Dissimula- 
tion, that is, "the lawfulness of dissembling or 
concealing the faith, when the good of the church is 
concerned,'' I now proceed to consider the teaching 
of the same church — " That it is lawful to do 
EVIL THAT GOOD MAY COMB." This Liguori dedares 
to be one of the accepted principles of the church of 
Rome. The Redemptorist Fathers of Clapham have 
most unequivocally adopted it as their own. 

The following extracts are to be found in torn. i. 
lib. ii. cap. 2, of Liguori 's " Moral Theology," in the 
editions before quoted. 

Li making the quotations from Liguori, I shall 
adopt the heads as summed up, (in his "Awful 
Disclosures" before alluded to,) hj the Rev. Mr. 
Blakeney, whose kind permission I have to use 
such parts of his arrangement as I may find it 
convenient to adopt. Liguori establishes, as the 
accepted doctrine of the modern Roman Catholic 
church — 
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I. That it is lawful to iftduce or even persimde a 
man to do a lesser evil for the avoiding of a greater 
one. He says : — 

" Whether it may be lawful to induce or to permit 
a lesser evil for the avoiding of a greater one. The 
first opinion denies that it is, as Laym. holds with 
Azor. and others. The reason of which opinion is, 
because a comparative does not take away the 
positive evil ; whence he who induces one to com- 
mit a smaller sin, truly induces him to commit a 
sin. But Laym. with Azor. limits it, unless that 
evil is virtually included in the greater one. Thus 
you may he able to persuade any one who is deter* 
mined to commit murder^ that he should only cut off 
the handy however, of the same person, not another 
chosen person. [Other cases are suggested, unfit for 
publication.] 

" Therefore the second opinion is the more probable 
one, That it is lawful to induce a man to 
commit a less evil, if the other has already deter- 
mined to perpetrate a greater. The reason is, 
because he that persuades does not seek an evil but 
a good ; to wit, the choice of a lesser evil. Thus, 
Sanch., with Sot. Mai. Nav. Medin. Sylvest., and 
many others, and Salm. with Ciyetan. Sot. Pal. 
6onae< etc., thinks it probable. Hence, Sanches 
teaches, with Cajetan. Sot. Covar. Yalent., that it 
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is lawful to PEB8UADB a mafiy determined to slay 
some oncy that he should commit theft or . . . From 
which Sanches proves, with Soto, Mol. Nav. Abb. 
etc., that the doctor not only was speaking of 
permitting, but even op persuading. And this, 
adds Sanches, with Sal., that it is lawful not only 
for private persons, but even confessors, parents, and 
othersy upon whom the duty is officially incumbent, 
to prevent the sins of those under them.*** 

* " Utrum Hceat suadere, aut pennittere minuB malum ad majus 
evitandum. Prima sententia negat, prout tenet Laym. de Car. 
c. 12. n. 7. cum Azor et aliis. Ratio, quia comparativum non 
tollit poflitivimi ; unde qui suadet minus malum, vere malum 
suadet. Limitat vero Laym. cum Azor. nid malum illud sit 
yirtualiter inclusum in iUo alio majoil Sic parato aliquem 
occidere potes suadere, ut manum tantum amputet; eidem 
tamen, non alteii designato ; sic etiam volenti adulterari potes 
suadere fomicationem cum soluta in generali, non autem in 
particulari. Admittunt hoc Salm. loc. cit dummodo ille de- 
creverit utrumque malum patrare, cum Nav. etc. At Laym. 
indistincte loquitur, et Sanch. cum secunda sententia, ut mox 
dicetur, hanc limitationem expresse rejicit: quia (dicit) tunc 
minus malum proponitur, non ut alter illud perpetret, sed ut a 
majori letrahatur. 

^Secunda igitur sententia probabilior tenet, licitum esse 
minus malum suadere, si alter jam determinatus fuerit ad majus 
exequendum. Ratio, quia tunc suadens non qusrit malum, sed 
bonum, scilicet electionem minoris mali. Ita Sanch. et aliis 
pluribus. Hinc docet id. Sanch. n. 19. cum Cajet. Sot. Covar. 
Yalent. parato aliquem occidere, licite posse suaderi, ut ab eo 
furetur, yel ut fomicetur. Et probat ex. S. August, in c. Si 



LKTTEE XII. 157 

Oh ! what a lamentable — diabolical perversion of 
the gospel teaching. Is it not the duty of every 
minister of Grod strenuously to oppose sin in all its 
varied shapes ? In the bible we find no such 
distinctions as this modem church would seek to 
establish ; " for it is written, Cursed is every one 
that continueth not in all things which are writtep 
in the book of the law to do them." (Gal. iii. 10.) 
" Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth also the 
law, for dn is the transgression of the law." (1 John 
iii. 4.) " Nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, 
nor revellers, nor extortioners, shall inherit the 
kingdom of God.** (1 Cor. vi. 10, compared with 
Rev. xxi. 8 — 27*) We find no nice distinctions 
here ; but God's word is positive : " The soul that 
sinneth, it shall die." (Ezek. xviii. 4.) "For the 
wrath of God is revealed from heaven against alT" 
ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who hold 
the truth in unrighteousness." (Rom. i, 18.) "For 

quoB verius, 33. q. 5. ubi: Si enim facturus est, quod non licet, 
Jam faciat adulterium et non fadat homicidium; et vivente 
uxore sua, alteram ducat, et non humanum sanguinem fundat, 
£x quibus verbis, jam faeiat adulterium, probat Sanch. diet n. 
15. cum Soto, Mol, Nav. Abb. etc. S. doctorem, non tantum 
permittendo, sed etiam suadendo locutum fuiase. Et hoc addit 
Sanch. n. 23. cum Sal. licere non solum privatis, sed etiam 
confessariis, parentibus, et aliis, quibus ex officio incnmbit, 
impedire peccata subditorum.^^ 

P 
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the wages of sin is death ; but the giflt of God is 
eternal life, through Jesus Christ our Lord." (Rom. 
vi. 23.) 

To continue : again liguori teaches, as a further 
accepted principle of the modem Roman Catholic 
church — 

n. That a Romanist may permit his neighbour to 
be ruinedf by not taking away the occasion of offence, 
if he thinks that a good vdU be accomplished thereby. 
He says — 

^^The ruin of a neighbour can sometimes be 
permitted, when he is prepared for evil, and the 
other does not intend that he should sin, but only, 
in not removing the occasion of sin, he permits one 
sin, lest more might be committed, so that the 
permission may be the impediment of greater evil."* 
III. That a man may not only not take away^ but 
even afford the occasion of steaMng to his chU^en or 
servants, to accomplish a good, 

" It is lawful for a master not to take away the 
occaMon of stealing from his children or servants, 
when, notwithstanding, he knew that they had a 
propensity, and were prepared to conunit theft, that, 

" Resp. 6. Potest aliquando permitti proxima ruina, quando 
is paratus est ad malum, et alter non intendit, ut peccet, sed 
tantmn, non auferendo occasionem, permittit unum peccatum, 
ne fiant plura, ita ut permissio sit impeditiva majoris mali." 
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thus taken in the act, thej may be punidhed and 
come to repentance ; for, then, reasonably he per- 
mits one theft, that more may be avoided."* 
Here, again, liiguori suggests cases which one 
would have thought could never have entered the 
imagination of a Christian minister. 

He opposes the position of SancheSy who holds that 
" though it is lawful not to remove the occasion of 
sin, he thinks it prohahls that it is unlawful to afford 
the occasion or place it in the way." 

"But this reason [advanced by Sanches] not 
being valid, the first opinion appears sufficiently 
probable, because when a husband or master 
AFFORDS AN OFFOBTUNiTY (prsebct ansam) of com- 
mitting adultery or theft, he does not truly injluce 
sin, but he affords an occasion of sin, and permits 
the sin of another for a just cause, viz., that he may 



* ^ Hero licet non aoferre occasionem furandi filiis, aut fiunu- 
lis, cum eoB nihilommus ad furandum propensos, et paratos, 
novit, ut sic deprehensi puniantur, et resipiscant: tunc enim 
rationabiliter pennittit furtum unum, ut evitentur plura. Sanch. 
Laym. Bon. (Et hsec sententia videtur satis communis cum 
Sanch. de Matnm. 1. 10. d. 12. n. 52. qui citat pro ea Sot. Led. 
Nav. Sal. etc. £t consentit D. Th. in supp. 3. part. q. 62. art. 3. 
ad 4. ubi: Quandoqtte vir t/ueorem suspecium de adulterio 
habens ei insidiatur, ut deprehendere possit earn cum tesHbus 
in crimine fomiciationis ; et no potest ad accusatUmem pro- 
cedere. Idem admittit Toum. t. 3. p. 337. cum Antoine.) " 
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preserve himself &om an evil which is about to 
come. For it is one thi^g to induce to, another 
thing to APFORD an occasion of sin. The former is 
intrinsically evil. The latteb is not intrinsi- 
cally EVIL : for if this were not the case, it would 
never be lawful, even for a just cause, to seek a 
loan from an usurer, or an oath from an infidel, 
which is contrary to the common opinion of divines 
(no matter what any one may say,) and contrary to 
the opinion of D. Th. with St. Augustin, whence S. 
Thomas gives this rule — 'To induce a man to 
commit sin is in no manner lawful ; however ^ to use 
the sin of another for a good purpose is lauful!* 
Yea, rather the sainted doctor se^ois, in the same 
place, to adhere expressly to the opinion just 
mentioned by the example of the ten men who said 
to Ishmael, (Jer. xli.) * Do not slay us, for we have 
treasures in the field.' And the holy doctor asserts 
that these men did not commit the smallest sin.''* 

* ''Sed hoc non obstante, satis probabilis videtur prima 
sententia, quia, cum maritus, vel dominuB praebet ansam mce- 
chandi, vel furandi, non vere inducit ad peccandum, sed prebet 
occasionem, et permittit peccatum alterius, ex justa caufla, soil, 
ut ae indemnem servet a pericuJo damn! obventuri. Aliud enim 
est inducere, aliud prebere occasionem. lUud est intrinsice 
malum, non autem hoc: alioquin nunquam liceret, etiam ex 
causa justa, petere mutuum ab usurario, juramentum ab infideli 
etc. quod est contra communem DD. sententiam (quidquid 



LETTER XII. 161 

IV. A man may co-operate materially in the sin of 
another for a just catisel He answers : — 

"To co-operate only materially, in supplying 
only the matter and power of sinning, or by exhibit- 
ing an object, is i-Awful, if the following conditions 
are present : — 1. If there is a need of such co-ope- 
ration, or if the co-operation be of itself good, or at 
least indifferent. 2, If it be done with good inten' 
tion, and for a good cattse, and not that you may 
assist another in sin. 3. If you may be unable to 
impede the sin of another ; or, at least, you are not 
bound, on account of a reasonable cause."^ 

V, A servant if in danger of his life or great 
loss may accompany his master for immoral pur- 
poses / 

aliquis dicat,) et contra D. Th. cum S. AuguBt. 2. 2. q. 78. a. 4. 
Unde S. Th. ibi banc regulam dat: Inducere hominem ad 
peccandum nttllo modo licet: uH iamen peocato aiteriua ad 
bonum, lidtum ett, Imo S. doctor videtiir ibid, etiam opinioni 
mox allatse expresse adheerere, exemplo decern virorum, qui 
dixerunt ad Ismael ( Jer. xli.) : Noli occidere nos, quia thesauros 
habemus in agro, £t bos S. doctor asserit minime peccase." 

* Reap. Gooperari tantum materialiter, Bubministrando tan* 
turn mateiiam, et fiicultatem peccandi, vel exbibendo objectum, 
licet, si sequentes conditiones adsint. I. Si turn opus, yel co- 
opeiatio, at secundum se bona, yel saltern indifferens. II. Si 
bona intentione, et rationabili ex causa fiat, et non ut juves 
altemm in peccando. III. Si alterius peccatum impedire nequeas, 
aut saltern non tenearis propter causam rationabilem." 

p3 
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" Query I. Whether can a servant, by reason of 
his servitude, accompany his master to ... . and for 
that purpose harness the horse. Besumb says. 
Yes : with Nav. Man. and others. Yet more pro- 
bably the reason of his servitude alone does not 
suffice, for that although, without the assistance of 
the servant the master would go, at least a great 
fear of loss is required. Thus Sanch. &c., &c., who 
rightly consider that it is never lawful if the master 
is rendered more bold by the attendance."* 

* ^ Queer. I. An fiunulus ratione femulatus posut comitari 
herum ad lupanar, yel Btemere equum. Affirmant Busemb. 
hie cum Nav. Man. etc. ap. Sanch. Dec. 1. c. cap. 7. n. 22. 
Et probabilius non suificit ad id sola ratio &mulatu8, etiamsi 
sine fiimuli ope hems adiret; saltern requiritur metus' gravis 
damni. Ita Sanch. 1. c. Viva in prop. 51. Inn. XI. n. 5. 
Salm. tr. 21. n. 72. Qui recte advertunt id nunquam licere, 
si herus ex comitatu animosior reddatur. An autem liceat 
famulo deducere concubinam in domum heii ! Dicit Sanch. 1. 
c. n. 25. cum Nav. et Man. quod, si inter dominum et concubi- 
nam jam conventum erat, tunc &mulus sola ratione famulatus 
excusatur, quando dominus etiam sine famulo sque peccatum 
committeret (alias non excusatur nisi ex metu gravis damni, ut 
Sanch. n. 22.) Et idem ait n. 25. de famulo deferente concu- 
binam curru vel sella. Sed meiito id non admittunt Garden, et 
Milant. in d..propo8it. 51. et.P. Concina t. 2. pag. 284 et 285. 
Idque tanto magis non admittendum de famulo vocante concu- 
binam ad domum heri, contra Azor. £t idem dico de aurigis 
et nautis veheutibus meretticem ad amazium, qui tantum excu- 
sari posBunt ob metum gravis damni ; vide n. 76." 
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Liguoii then enters into some disgusting particu- 
lars, too gross to be here repeated, in which he main- 
tains that servants, &c., may assist their masters in 
perpetrating crimes when by refusing their co-ope- 
ration and assistance, they would be suffering a 
notable loss if they refusedy ^^ aut saltern notabilis 
damni si debrutent." 

All this may be Roman Catholic theology 
approved by Popes, Bishops, Priests, and " Redemp- 
torist Fathers ;" but it certainly is not the " Word 
of God," nor in accordance with his commands. 
" Have no fellowship with the works of darkness,*' 
says the inspired apostle, "but rather reprove 
them." He exhorts us to avoid all co-operation or 
contact with sin ; at any risk of loss must we avoid 
"all appearance of evil" — "all unrighteousness is 
sin ;" and " What is a man profited if he shall gain 
the whole world and lose his own soul? or what 
shall a man give in exchange for his sotd?** (Matt, 
xviii. 36.) 

The other points on this division of the subject 
treated of by Liguori, cannot be made the subject of 
discussion or examination in a public journal. 
They are too gross ! Notwithstanding which, the 
judgment of the modem Roman Catholic Church, 
delivered in solemn conclave,' after more than 

TWENTY years' RIGOROUS EXAMINATION of the 



164 BOMAKISM IN ENGLAND. 

works, is, that not one word in Liguori's Moral 
Theology is worthy of censure ! 

In the next, I propose to examine Liguori's 
teaching on the lawfulness of using equivoca- 
tion IN AN OATH AND MENTAL RESEBVATION. 

I am. Sir, your obedient servant, 

A Lay Subscbibeb. 

February l^ih, 1850. 
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LETTER Xin. 

^ SiB, — Your readers are now initiated into the 
mysteries of the Moral Theology, of the modem 
Roman Catholic Church, taught by those foreign 
locusts, who haye of late infested our land,— Jesuits, 
Priests, Lay Brothers, and Redemptorist Fathers. 

Much has been said, but a great deal more re- 
mains to be revealed. 

In the present letter I shall consider the princi- 
ples and rules laid down by Liguori, as the estab- 
lished canon law of his church, under the head of 
Equivocation ; and then conclude my examination 
of Liguori's " Moral Theology" with two or three 
extracts on other subjects treated of by him. 

On equivocation and mental reservation, the 
question is, " Whether it is lawful to use equivocation 
in an oath ?" Equivocation in an oath ! It is the 
bounden duty of every minister of the Gospel to 
teach the pure and unadulterated truth, ^^as it is in 
Jesus." " The law of truth is in his mouth," " for 
lying lips are an abomination to the Lord." But, 
we are now presented, by these long-coated gentle- 
men—sleek and cunning Jesuits^ — with a "New 



166 BOMANISM IN ENGLAND. 

GU)speL** Thej have '^ changed the truth of Grod 
into a lie.*' Bj vain and false reasonings thej 
endeavour to justify the utterance of a lie, hy 
permitting equivocation and mental reservation in 
an oath. 

.^^In book iv., cap. 2, torn. ii. (Mechlin edit. 
1845),* of his "Moral Theology," Idguori enters 
minutely into the subject of equivocation in an oath, 
for a just cause, or without a just catise. After 
giving the opinion of -Sanches (p. 316), who holds 
that it is lawful to swear with equivocation for a 
good cause, but without a good cause it will be " of 
its own nature" a mortal sin ; but even swearing 
with equivocation, under certain circumstances, 
without a good cause, is only a venial offence. But, 
says our canonized saint^ the great oracle of the 
Bomish Church, — 

"i^or the clearer understanding of what is said 
liere, and to be said in this very difficult question, 
many distinctions are necessary. In the first place, 
we are to distinguish that one is double speaking 
(arnphibologiam,) or equivocation, and the other is 
mental restriction. 

* I much regret that the limited space allotted me, compels 
me to omit the Latin text of LiguorL The reader, however, 
may rest assu^ that my quotations are literal and faithful 
translations of the original text ; and in every instance I have 
given my references accurately. 
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"Double speaking can be used in a threefold 
manner : — I. When a word has a double sense ; for 
example, volo signifies totmh and to fly. 11. When 
an expression has a double principal meaning, as this 
is Peter's hook, can signify either that Peter is the 
xywner or the author of the book. III. When words 
have a double sense, one more common, the other 
less common, or one literal and the other spiritual, 
as are these words which Christ spake of the Bap- 
tist, ' he is Elias,' and the Baptist said, ' I am not 
EHas/ 

^^In which sense spiritual men say that delicate 
food is hurtful to them, that is, for mortification ; 
those who are afflicted with diseases say that they 
are very well, that is, as far as strength of spirit is 
concerned. Cardenas diss. 19, n. 47. Thus, also, 
he who is interrogated concerning anything which 
it is expedient to conceal, can answer dico non, that 
is, I say the word rum. Card. n. 5, 2, doubts con- 
cerning this ; but, in the absence of better counsel, 
UNDESEKVEDLY, it appears, since the word dico 
truly may have a double sense, for it signifies to 
make known and to assert ; but, in one sense, dico 
is the same as jprofero. These things being 

ESTABLISHED, IT IS A CERTAIN AND A COMMON OPI- 
NION AMONGST ALL DIVINES THAT, FOB A JUST 

CAUSE, IT IS LAWFUL TO USE EQUIVOCA- 
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TION IN THE PROPOUNDED MODES, AND TO 

CONFIRM IT (EQUIVOCATION) WITH AN 
OATH." (Ibid. p. 316.) 

For a just cause! Liguori does not omit to 
define what is a just cause. ^* But a just cause is 
any honest end, in order to preserve good things 
for the spirit^ or useful things for the body." (j^. 317.) 
Liguori then proceeds to consider whether it is a 
mortal sin to swear with equivocation, without such 
good cause, which, in his estimation is only a venial 
or trifling sin ! ^* The reason of this more probable 
opinion,'' says he, ^4s, because, in such an oath, 
abeady truth and justice are present, only jitdg- 

MENT OB DISCBETION is Wanting, WHICH DEFICIENCY 
IS ONLY VENIAL." (p. 3l7.) 

Having defined the meaning of mental reserva- 
tion in an oath, and established the lawfulness 
thereof, he proceeds to apply these principles, by 
suggesting cases. Thus : — I. " Hence it is inferred. 
That a confessor can affirm, even with an oath, 
THAT HE DOES NOT KNOW a sin heard in the con- 
fession, by understanding, as man, not as the 
minister of Christ, as St. .Thomas, &c., teach, who, 
however, explains, in another manner, that word 
that he does not know it through a knowledge which is 
useful for answering. . . . The reason is, because he 
who interrogates has not a right to be informed of 
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a matter, unless that matter is communicable ; stich 
is not the knowledge of the confessor, and this, also, is 
true, if otherwise he should ask him, whether he 
heard it as a minister of Christ. [He then gives 
authorities.] Because the confessor always is 
understood to answer as mau, he cannot speak 
in his capacity as minister of Christ. Hence Card., 
&c., say that, when any one is bound to conceal the 
infamy of another, he mat lawfully say, I do 
NOT KNOW IT, that is to say " — 

[The equivocation and mental reservation] 
— " I have not a knowledge which is useful for ans- 
wering, or I do not know it so as to make it known." 
<<Aiid if any one rashly ask from a confessor, 
whether he may have heard such a sin in confes- 
sion, he can rightly answer, I have not heard it, 
that is to say " — 

[The equivocation and mental reservation] 
— " as man, or so as to manifest it." (p. 319.) 

n. ''The accused, or a witness not properly inter- 
rogated, CAN SWEAR that he does not know a 
crime, which in reality he does know, by under- 
standing that he does not know the crime concern- 
ing which legitimately he can be inquired of," — 

[The equivocation and mental reservation] 
— '' or that he does not know it so as to give evidence 
concerning it." (p. 320.) 

Q 
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Liguori goes so far as to say, "in a trial where 
the crime is altogether concealed, he can, yea, the 
witness is bound to say, that the accused did not 
commit the crime.'' (p. 320.) Such person, "who 
deceives by swearing with equivocation," he de- 
clares, " can be absolved, because in such an oath 
(which cannot be CALLED PEBJUBT— quod per- 
jurium nequit dici) — he has not sinned against 
commutative justice, but against legal justice, and 
due obedience to a judge, whose command of un- 
folding the truth is transient, and only lasts while the 
judge interrogates.*' (p. 321.) 

This "special pleading" is worthy of a better 
cause. I should much like to know what the big 
wigs at Westminster Hall would make of one of 
these reverend gentlemen of the modem Roman 
Catholic school in the witness-box ? 

m. "It is asked, Whether the accused, legiti- 
mately interrogated, can deny a crime, even with 
an oath, if the confession of the crime would be 
attended with great disadvantage?" (p. 321.) 
Liguori answers with many others, "that the 
accused, if in danger of death, or the prison, or 
perpetual exile, the loss of all property, the danger 
of the gallies, and such like, can dent the crime, 
EVEN with an oath (at least without great sin), 
by understanding " — 
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(^Equivocation and mental besebvation] — 
" that he did not commit it, so tJiat he is bound to 
confess it, only let there be a hope of avoiding the 
punishment." (p. 321.) 

TV, '^ A poor man absconding with goods for his 
support, can answer the judge, that he has nothing. 
In like manner, a master who has concealed his 
goods without an inventory, if he is not bound to 
settle with his creditors with them, can say to a 
judge, that he has not concealed anything " — 

[Equivocation and mental besebvation — "in 
his own mind meaning those goods with which he 
is bound to satisfy his creditors." (p. 322.) 

V. "He who receives a loan, but afterwards 
returns it, can deny that he received a loan " — 

[Equivocation and mental besebvation] — 
" understanding so as that he should pay it." (p. 
322.) 

VI. " Likewise if any one may have been forced 
into matrimony, he can assert to a judge, even with 
an oath, that he did not contract marriage " — 

[Equivocation and mental besebvation] — 
"to wit, freely, as it was fit." (p. 322.) 

VII. " He who comes from a place falsely sup- 
posed to be infected, can deny that he came from 
that place " — 

[Equivocation and mental besebvation] — 
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" to wit, as a pestilent place^ because this is the 
mind of the inquirers." (p. fi22,) 

Vm. " He that is asked by a judge, whether he 
may have spoken with the accused, can deny it " — 

[Equivocation and mental beseryation] — 
*^ understanding that he did not so speak to him, as 
to co-operate in the crime.** (p. 323.) 

IX. "If any one being invited by a guest, be 
asked whether the food is good, which, in truth, 
is unsavoury, he can answer, that it is good " — 

[Equivocation and mental reservation] — 
" to wit, for mortification." (p. 323.) 

X. " It is lawful to conceal the truth when there 
is a cause, viz., when any one seeks money from 
thee, you can answer *' — 

[Equivocation and mental reservation^ — 
" Ok, that I had it ! or, I would delight to have it ! 
(utinam haberem! vel Gauderem habere.") (p. 323.) 

XL Here Liguori introduces the consideration 
and lawfulness of denying certain crimes committed 
— crimes of a nature too gross to be named — "/or it 
is a shame even to speak of those things which are 
done of them in secret" (Eph. v. 12.) And he 
asserts that " if (the crime be saoramentally con- 
fessed," it can be answered, " I am innocent of 

THIS crime, because, BY CONFESSION IT WAS 

TAKEN AWAY." (Iimocens sum ab hoc crimine quia 
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per confessionem est jam ablatum.") (p. 323.) (See 
Heb. xiii. 4.) 

Xn. " It is asked, Whether a servant, by the 
order of his master, can deny that he is at home. 
Card, admits, that he can feign his master's foot on 
the step, and answer, He w not herey because it is 
mental restriction ; but to this I (Liguori) do not 
assent, if the other can by no means understand 
that. Bather, I would concede, that he can say " — 

[Equivocation and mental reservation] — 
" He is not here, that is to sat, not in this 
DOOR OR WINDOW, or (as Toum. Mor. tom. 1, p. 
689) He is not here so as that he may be seen. 
Also, Garden, says, that he can answer, that he has 
departed from the homey by understanding a depar- 
ture which took place in some time past. For we 
ARE not bound, he says, with Lessius as above, 
TO ANSWER TO THE MIND OF HIM 
THAT INTERROGATES, IF THERE IS A 
JUST CAUSE. Otherwise, if he is asked, whe- 
ther this morning the master may have departed 
from the house, as Croix, lib. 1. Thus also Card, 
n. 72, says, concerning a nobleman who is in bed, 
that the servant can answer that he is out, to wit, 
that he is removed from society, as according to the 
usual mode of speaking, it may be understood." 
(p. 325.) 
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XIII. "It is inquired, whether it is lawful to 
swear any false thing by adding, in a subdued tone, 
the true circumstance ?'* Liguori admits, " that if, in 
any manner, that under-toned expression is capable 
of being understood by the other* person, although 
that sense may not he perceived^*^ it is lawful, 
(p. 326.) 

And Liguori winds up with the following 
announcement : — " Any one can use double speaking 
in an oath, although of his own accord, he comes 
forward to swear." And again, "But material 
simulation, to wit, when any one does, aaytbing, not 
intending to deceive another, hxU only to accomplish 
some end of his own, this is lawful where there is a' 
just cavzer (p. 327.) 

But I have as yet only considered the lawfulness 
of equivocation in an oath. This is nothing in com- 
parison with what follows. Liguori goes so far,, as 
to discuss the lawfulness of violating an oath. This 
is doubtless a startling assertion, but not the less 
true He declares that the Church of Rome 
does authorize perjury. He puts the following, 
among many other cases. 

*' J£ you have sworn to Titias to marry her, and 
enter into a religious order ; because the oath 
regards the nature of the act to which it pertains ; 
but in the promise of matrimony there is this tacit 
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condition, unUss I enUr a rdi^ums order." (Lib iy 
cap. 11. p. 336. torn. 2.) 

Again « He who hath ^om that he would keep 
a s cret, does npt sin against the oath by revealin! 

^.« to htmself,ov to another, because the promise of 
secrecy does not appear to bind, unless under this 
condition, if it does not injure me." (ibid. p. 

"He who hath sworn to a jddgb that he 

WOULD SPEAK what HE KNEW, IS NOT BOUND TO 
BPVKAI. CONCEALED THINGS. ThB KBASON IS MANI- 

s-EST ! ! (ibid. p. 340.) 

And as a general rule Liguori lays down that 
« The Pope can abrogate aU oaths about benefices 
ecclesiastical offices, &c. Parents also can abrogate' 
the oaths of children under age, but fnot of 
children who are of age, in matters concerning their 
own property. Tutors can annul the oaths of their 
pupils. Superiors of the religious orders j husbands 
of their wives about dowry goods ; masters of their 
serrants." (ibid. p. 345.) 

J^naUy, to dismiss this painful subject I shall 
conclude by giving a few more extracts from 
Liguori^s "Moral Theology" on other points on 
which he treats as fully as those already mentioned. 
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and which he gives as the accepted opinions of the 
Roman Catholic Church. 

On the observance of the Lord^s day, Liguori 
declares " That the Pope can decree that the obser* 
vance of the Lord's day should continue only for a 
few hours, and that certain servile works would be 
lawful." (torn. iii. lib. iv, p. 26,) 

" Under certain circumstances it is lawful, say on 
account of victory, the birth or coming of a prince, 
to prepare garments, theatres, and such like . . . 
even to the reciting a comedy . . . and bull fights, 
provided such things cannot be done on an ordinary 
day.** (ibid. p. 26.) 

On Suicidey he permits " those who are confined 
in prison to slay themselves for the purpose of 
evading the certain sentence of death, or even per- 
petual imprisonment.*^ (ibid. p. 95.) 

On Stealing. " It is certain, that he who is in 
great want may steal the property of another, as 
much as is sufficient to deliver himself from such a 
necessity." (torn. iii. lib. iv. cap. 1, p. 237.) 

He declares that Servants if they in their 

OWN private JT7D6MENT THINK THAT THEY ARE NOT 
ADEQUATELY PAID, MAY STEAL THE PROPERTY OP 

THEIR Masters to remunerate themselves, in the 
following words : — " But the Salmanticenses, d. 4- 
prjec. num. 137, say that a servant can according to 
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his own jvdffmetU (ex proprio judicio sibi) compen- 
sate himself for his labour, if he without doubt 
judge that he was deserving of a larger stipend. 
Which indeed appears sufficiently probable to me 
and to other more modem learned men^ if the 
servant, and any other hired person, be prudent 
and capable of forming a correct judgment, and be 
certain concerning the justice of the compensation, 
all danger of mistake being removed." (Ibid. p. 
246.) 

Such, then, is the convenient creed and elastic 
morality of the Church of Rome, which the 
Redemptorist Fathers of Park-road, Clapham, 
publicly profess to teach ; and by which means 
they propose to make an impression ^^on that 
most heretical neighbourhood." What with the 
glorious license they grant to their members, and 
the innumerable and surpassing advantages they 
offer to those who will wear with them the " Blessed 
Scapulars" — Holy pieces of rag ! — it is truly 
astonishing that, in this vast metropolis, containing, 
alas ! so many thousands of lukewarm and in- 
different Christians, they have made so few 
converts. This system of lying and deception 
is so skilfully adapted to all grades of society — 
both lay and ecclesiastical, from the prince to the 
peasant, from the Pope to the Redemptorists — 
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that we must exclaim, Here, indeed, is the mystery 
of iniquity ! here is the masterpiece of Satan ! I 

"Come out of her, my people, that ye be not 
partakers of her sins, and that ye receiye not of 

her plagues/' (Rev. xviii. 4.) 

I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 

A Lay Subscriber. 
February 19, 1850. 
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[Article re/erred to in p. 72, extracted from The Times of 

2Qth November, ldS9.] 



What ! is Romanism so rampant that it throws off tho mask 
in theology, as it has long done in politics? They of this 
following are charged by their opponents with disregard to 
truth, where it stands in the way of their end (in the way of 
honest ends it never really does), and they seem eager to give 
proof of the justice of the imputation. That Mr. O'Connell 
unblushingly disdains the trammels of veracity, is an old story. 
But we own we still expected something more of maiden 
modesty in the mendaciousness of the theological school of this 
worldly-wise church. 

Dr. Wiseman is the apostle, in these parts, of the Papistical 
heresy. He is the doctrinal champion as O'CJonnell is the 
political, and verily they are a worthy pair Arcades ambo. 
But this is a grave charge against the Rev. Doctor. We may 
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not, in common ' fairness, put him in such company without 
justifying the insult. To the proof, then. 

Dr. Wiseman is the selected missionaiy of the Romish creed 
in this country. He has been sent forth for some years to 
labour in disseminating here the poison of its doctrines, first 
from the pulpit, then through the press. Our divines have been 
awake. Soon as he ventured forth in the latter tangible shape 
a host of adversaries buckled on their armour. He was 
assailed by learning and argument on every side. Of all the 
impugners of his tricky positions, the most troublesome, the 
most difficult to grapple with, and yet the most dangerous to 
leave unnoticed, the most hazardous and yet the most necfessary 
to answer, was Dr. Turton, Regius Professor of Divinity in the 
University of Cambridge. For two long years did Dr. 
Wiseman hesitate about a reply. The contest would be full of 
risk ; the Doctor was prudent. At length, perhaps, his friends 
here gave him a hint that something mtut be done. The 
Doctor then did tomething. We shall see what. 

Professor Turton was not to be confuted ; he was therefore 
to be abused ; and he was abused accordingly. Truth would 
not serve ; we shall see what was substituted. Dr. Wiseman, 
in an evil hour, did write, and Professor Turton baa again 
replied.* 

We cannot go through the whole subject matter. We must 
content ourselves with respect to the greater portion of Pro- 
fessor Turton's book to say, that such an exhibition as he makes 
of gross and palpable dishonesty in his adversary — dishonesty 
in argument, in accusation, in references— it never fell to our 
lot to meet with in the very worst school of controversy. And 
the exposure is made by the Professor in a spirit and language 
worthy of a man of learning and a divine. We would recom- 

• Published by J. W. Parker, West Strand* 



lOUt 



APPENDIX. 181 

mend our educated readers to penue'tbe volume, for it is not of 
an alarming size. 

' But we must not rest on generalities ; we must give a 
particular or two in our justification. We select those most 
intelligible to general readers. They are both selected from the 
sixth section of Dr. Turton's reply. 

There is a work of a learned German divine, named 
^'TiTTMAif," of which the title is, ** MeUt$mata Sacra, tive 
Commentaritu, ^e», in Evanffelium JoannU" Such is the 
reading of the title-^page. Every page of this book is headed 
by the number of the chapter and verse, or verses of St. John 
of which the text below treats.' Thus it is absolutely impossible 
for any one who ever opened the book (even without reading 
it) not to see at once that the work is a *' Commeniary on <Sr. 
John, and naihmg else" 

Now, ^in the book of Dr. Wiseman, to which Professor 
Turton in his former work replied, the Doctor refers to this 
work of Tittman in support of his views, by the title of 
Meleiamata Sacra, But, as is usual with him, he quotes 
dishonestly, thrusting into his reference, without notice, quali- 
fying words of his own. The Professor, of course, exposes this 
fraud. But, with a scholar-like taste, ** having an unconquer- 
able dislike" (as he expresses himself) ** to hard words,^ he 
refers to the work by its simple and well-known o/tot, ** the 
Commentary on Si, John," Now, will it be believed, the 
learned Roman takes hence occasion to insult over the 
Professor, as ignorant of the work which he (Dr. Wiseman) 
had quoted, the *' Meletemaia Saera $" He holds him up to 
scom on this ground as a poor unlettered sciolist. ** I quoted 
(says he) the Meietemata Saera. I suppose the learned 
Professor was unacquainted with the work. So, like a good 
controversialist — certainly not like a good scholar— he goes to 
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tmoiher work qf Ttttman, and from ihai attcnpts to oonfete 
me. This k, the Commentary on Si. John ! I " Ace 

NoiTy either wsy, here is a ihaneiefli fraud. 

Either the learned Roman neTer opened Tiitman'a hook in 
his life, in which case he impudeiitly profesMS a fcmiliarity 
with a work he never saw ; or he knew that the hook relared 
to by the Professor against him was the very book which he 
himself had frlrified ; and he pretended that the works were 
different, In order to deceiTe his nnleamed readers into the 
belief that the proof against him rested on no sufficient 
ground. 

The Professor somewhere censures the Doctor's hardihood of 
assertion^ by the gentle name of ^intrepidity." We should 
use a shorter term. 

But this, after all, is not the worst case. See again — 
The Professor, in oonfyitiog the fiilse assumptions of his 
adversary, very properly has recourse to the great luminaries of 
the Roman church itself. For tjus Dr. Wisemi^i is in sos^e 
sense a ^ neotagUt^ in bis way : he would improve upon the 
systems of his more honest or more wary predecessors. The 
Professor, we say, then, instead of objecting to him mejte 
Protestant anthorities, shows that many highly esteemed 
Roman Catholio wiiten, and among them Estius, the " Anno- 
tator of the Rhemish Testament," are opposed to the ground 
assumed by him, Dr. Wiseman. This was a hard blow, and to 
pany it difficult. The Rhemiah Testament is the text-book of 
the English Catholics, and to speak disparagingly of it were 
impolitic. So the Doctor is obliged to let it pass. Even Estius 
was difficult to get over ; but by one gifted with ^ intrepidity" 
as the Doctor, something was to be made of Mm. See only 
how. 
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£itius it the author of sundry learned theological worki of 
great repute and weight in the Romish church. He also wrote 
one wocky.not published till after his death, with somewhat less 
care. IHijun, in his Ecclesiastical Historpy bears the highest 
testimony to the accuracy and merit of bis other works, 
espeeialljf of that '* on the Sentences ;^ and speaks with less 
approbation of this posthumous work. Both these testimonials 
are given in one short article, and within a few lines of each 
other. Now, the work on which Professor Tarton relies in the 
question in dispute with Dr. Wiseman is the lauded work *' on 
the Sentences,** What does Dr. Wiseman ! To discredit 
Estitts he quotes the words of Dupin in allusion to the inferior 
work^ which Dr. Turton does not here refer to, and suppresses 
the complimentary testimony to the work which Dr. Turton 
does quote against him. JEIe could not here be ignorant of what 
he was doing. What then, was he ! 

They who are not by this time satisfied with respect to the 
honesty of this learned Theban had better read the whole of 
Professor Turton'S book. It is not long ; and if they are 
curious ill these matters, we promise them there is wherewithal 
to pay them for their trouble. For our part, we agree with the 
Professor in the conclusion he has come to touching his adver- 
sary. We have done with him. 

We know a little of Professor Turton and of his many 
valuable works. He is eminently acute, learned, accurate, 
honesty and above all mild ; if ever moved to indignation, it is 
by some want of integrity in his opponent ; bis upright nature 
is shocked by the baseness of a lie. The feeling with which 
he seems to have come out of this controversy may, by a little 
wresting of the sense, be expressed in the words of the Satirist, 
" Qidd Roma faciam, mentiri nescio" How shall I cope with 
men of this school ? I deal with truth. 



184 APFSNDIX. 

If these'be the arta on the BacoeM of which depends the ex- 
istence of the Romish church, it needs not a spirit of piophec^ 
to foretell that its days are numbered. We reconmiend the 
candid disciples of this creed to read Dr. Turton's work. We 
believe this recommendation has been in some measure antici- 
pated. We hare heard that there are among the honourable 
and educated of the laity of this communion not a few who 
have examined into the matter, and are not well pleased with 
the champion of their feith. 



T, liACDO.V, PHfNTEB, CASTLE 8TR8BT, FINSBURY. 



KEY, JOHN GUMMING, D.D. 





WORKS 



BY THE 



Fifth Edition, Fcap. Svo. cloth, price is. 



"IS CHEISTIANITI FfiOM GOD?." 

A MANUAL OF CHRISTIAN EVIDENCES 

FOE 6CBIPTUBE BKADERS, SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS, 
CITT MISSIONARIES, AND TOUNQ PERSONS. 



" We never read a work of this description wLlcli' gave tii 
so much satisfaction. It is a work of the utmoitt value." — EcclC" 
tiastical Timet. 

** It is drawn up with much care, clearness, and earnestness."— 
Aberdeen Journal, 

" The topics contained in this volume are treated with Intelli- 
gence, clearness, and eloquence." — Dr. Vaughan't Review, 

« As a popular compendium of Christian Evidence, we thoroughly 
recommend this volume." — Nonconjormiat. 

" It bears the impress of a clear and vigorous understanding. 
Dr. Cumming has done great service to the cause of divine revela* 
lion by the publication of it."— Church of England Journal. 



ARTHUR HALL & CO. 25, PATERNOSTER-ROW. 



«ORKS BT THE KEY. JOHN CTJMliINO, D.D. 



NOW COMPLETE, IN (M7E VOLUME, 

Cont^nlng 688 pages, price Six Shillings, cloth lettered, 

A CHEAP EDITION 



•w 



THE CELEBEATED 
PROTESTANT DISCUSSION 

THE REV. JOHN GUMMING, D.D, 
DANIEL FRENCH. ESa 

BAKRUTSK-AT-LAW, 

HELD AT HAMMERSMITH, IN MDCCC XXXIX. 



" No Clergynuui's library can be complete without it,'*— Beir» 

Me$$engtr. 
" A compendium of argument." — Oentleman't Magazine, 
" The subject [pro and eon) is all but exhausted." — Churek 

and State Gazette. 

mm .I..- .* 

The Pablishers express the opinion of the most competent 
Judges, when they state that this book ought to be in the hands of 
every Protestant in Britain, more particularly all Clergymen, 
Ministers, and Teache^'fc , a more thorough acquaintance with the 
great ControTeisy nwy be acquired from this volume than from 
any other source. 




ARTHUR HALL ft CO. 25, PATERNOSTER-ROW. 



VOKKa BT THE BXV. JOHN CUKHHTO, D.D. 3 



? 



Beautifully printed In one thick T(dume, 8to. cloth, elegantly gilt, 
price 7s. dd,, or small paper, 12mo. price 5*. 

LECTURES FOR THE TIMES: 

AN EXPOSITION 

OF 

TBIDENTINE AND TBACTAEIAN POPERY. 



KOTICES OF THE VOKK. 

" In iheie Lectures Dr. Gumming gives the fullest scope to all 
his high powers. Careftil research, acute argument, brilliant 
illustration, graphic description, eloquent appeal, all unite in 
enriching and embelli&hing his pages, alluring the most indifferent 
to read, and compelling the most prejudiced against his views to 
pause and conBidet,*'-^EdinburffhEecleH(uiieal Bmieto. 



" Dr. Gumming exhibits an extensiveknowledge of the subject, 
great powers of reasoning, and a wish to proceed to a right con- 
clusion. The volume is both interesting and Instructive, and it 
unquestionably deals with matters of the highest importance, in 
which all mankind are deeply and permanently interested."— 
NewctuiU Courant, 



ARTHUR HALL ft CO. 25, PATERKOSTER-ROW. 



4 VOKKS BY THE BEV. JOHN CUMMING, DJ). 



In 2 vols, price 9s. each, cloth gilt, 

APOCALYPTIC SKETCHES; 



OB. 



Eectures on tit VooK of XCebeUtton, 

Delivered in Eseter Ball, and ai trqwn Court Chapel. 
RETISED IFD CORRECTED BY THE AUTHOB. 



These Lectures were begun in Exeter Hall, during the i>eriod 
occupied in the enlargement of the Church of which the Lecturer 
is the Minister. Not a few were then afraid that the Author might 
be led into rash and questionable theories in investigating a subject 
confessedly beset with difficulties, but, by the blessing of God, and 
the exercise of caution and prayerfal study, all has ended more 
than satisfactorily. The unprecedentedly large masses of persons 
of every denomination, and of no denomination at all, who over- 
flowed the spacious hall in which they were delivered, and the 
glowing attention excited in the minds of these audiences, and 
the saving and very striking impressions made on unconverted 
minds by the means of the solemn truths they heard, are all signs 
and tokens that call for humble gratitude to God. 

Numerous requests were made for their publication. A short- 
hand writer was therefore engaged, who took a verbalim report of 
every Lecture. These reports the Author has now corrected ; and 
trusts that the work will be found a substantial summary of his 
Discountes on the Apocalypse. It is his earnest prayer that these, 
and all his labours, may redound to the glory of <jod, and to the 
good of souls. 



ABTHUR HALL ft CO. 25, PATERNOSTER-ROW. 



6 WOBKS BT THB BZY. JOHK GUMMING, D.D. 



IIFE AND DEATH: 

A SERMON. Price 6d, 



DIVINE DEALING 4 HDMAN PREPAKATION: 

TWO SERMONS. Prke It. 



8vo. sewed, price U, 

CHBISTIAN PATEIOTISM ; 



09, 



Ztt €liims o( tDomt anlr (fUnntrj; to ({tlrtstiaa <!tiiiisilieTatfon : 

AN ESSAY. 



In 12mo. cloth, price St. 

OUK FATHEE: 

A MANUAIi OF PAMILY MIA.1EE. 
Price, in cloth, Ss. 6d. ; roan, gilt, 5«. ; morocco, 6t. 6d. 

THE PULPn PSALM BOOK. 

Thb Psalms and Paraphrases according to the version of the 
Church of Scotland, with the names of suitable Tunes, Explana- 
tions of each Psalm, and a supplement of Hymns and DoXologies 
for Special and Missionary occasions; to which are prefixed. 
Prayers and Services from John Knox's Book of Common Order, 
as at the Reformation; also, the Confession of Faith and Shorter 
Catechism. 



ARTHUR HALL 8e CO. 25, PATERNOSTER-ROW. 



II -^ I -^H 



WOEKS BY THE KEY. JOHN CtlMMiyG, D.D. 7 



Second Edition, Fcap. 8vo. cloth, price 2t, 

INFANT SALYATION; 



OR, 



911 S^abttt bi^o IBU in SnUntu- 

Specially addressed to Mothers mourning the loss, of Infants 

and Children. 



Uniform with the above, price 2«. 

THE BAPTISMAL FONT: 

9n IRtpHition 

OF TBB 

NATUEB AND OBLIGATIONS OP CHEISTIAN BAPTISM. 

With ak Apfxndix. 

** Distinguished at once by eloquence, compactness, and 
learning."— CAm/tafi Witnes*, 



Also nniform, 
Second Edition, Fcap. 8to. cloth, 2t, 

A MESSAGE FEOM GOD; 

OR, 

THOUGHTS ON BJaiQION FOR THINKINa MEN. 



ARTHXTR HALL ft CO. 26, PATERNOSTER-ROW. 



^J^ 



8 WOUKS BY THE BEY. JOHN CUMHING, D.D. 



Foarth Edition, 



LIBERTY, EQUALITY, FEATERNITY: 

THREE DISCOURSES 

PKLIYEBED IH THE KOlTrH OF APKIL 18SB. 



Uniform with the above, 



THE TRUE CHAETEB. 



Also, 

THE BEVOLUTIONISTS. 



Third Edition, Fcap. 8vo. price 6df. sewed, 

THE TRUE SUCCESSION: 

9 Sermon. 

Preached b^ore the London Miuionary Socletff, 

" The True Succession contains Dr. Cumming's magnificent 
tribute to the Christian worthies of different denominations, who 
formed the true successors of the Apostles during the modem 
era of evangelical Protestantism, more especially in our own highly 
favoured country."^Bdinburffh EecleHastical Journal, 



ARTHUR HALL & CO. 25, PATERNOSTER-ROW. 



A LIST 



OF 



WORKS ON GENERAL LITERATURE, 



WBLISHBI) ax 



art|ttr lull, f irtuB ^ €n. 

25, PATFRNOSTER ROW. 



TWXNTT-FIFTH EDITION, 

A new and beautiful Reprint, revised and enlarged, with additional 

Minor Poems, 

In foolscap 8vo. price 5t. cloth gilt; 10s. xnoaroceo extra, 

THE 

OMNIFBESENCE OF THE DEITY, 

Br ROBEET MONTGOMEKY, M.A. 

** He bas displayed « depth of thought whkh would do honour to any 
writer of the present day. A glowing spirit of devotion distinguishes the 
whole work. In every page we find * Thoughts- that breathe and words 
that burn.' A purer body of ethics we have never read; and he who can 
peruse it without emotion, clothed as it is In the graceful garb of poetry 
must have a very cold and insensible heart."—- Tfnet. 



^^l^l^k^t^t^^^^0^0^0 



ARTHUR HALL, VIRTUE & CO. 25, Patskxostxk Row. 



Now ready, in One Yolome, in a neat cloth binding, price %t, 

'^^xu Callers, 

Bt MAETIN F. TUPPEB, Esq. D.CL. F.R.S. 

ATTTHOa OW " PKOTEKBIAL PHILOSOPHY," XTC. 

THE CROCK OF GOLD, 
THE TWINS, AND HEART. 



WITH ILLTJ3TKATI0NS BY JOHN LEECH. 



Exiraefsfrom Recent Notices of** The Crock of Gold.** 

" This charming tale has won its way to the well-merited distinction of a 
' Popular Edition,' embellished with a characteristic frontispiece from the 
telling pencil of John Leech. We can read it again and again with fresh 
pleasure." — Literarff Gazette. 

*' We have rarely had occasion to speak more highly of any work than 
of this. The purpose of the writer is admirable, the manner of his working 
out the story is natural and truthful, and the sentiments conveyed are all 
that can be desired."-^B«<r« Weekly Meaeenger. 

" We are glad to see tucb tales within the reach of the people. Me- 
chanics' Institutes, and libraries of a popular character, should avail 
themselves of this edition." — Plymouth Herald. 

" A tale powerfully told, and with a good moral strongly enforced." — 
Kentish Crazette. 

" This is one of the most original, peculiar, racy, and interesting bpoks 
we have ever read." — Cincinnati Gazette. 

" It is the fervour of style, the freshness of illustration, the depth of true 
feeling present in every page, that gives these tales a charm peculiar to 
themselves."~A^rtt> York Evening Pat, Edited by W. C. Bryant. 



In the Press f 

A POPULAR EDITION OP MR. TUPPER'S POEMS, 

Uniform with ** Proverbial Philosophy," 

With Steel Frontispiece, and Vignette View of the Author's 
Residence at Albury. 

CONTENTS. 

BALLADS FOR THE TIMES, now first collected ; GERALDINE; 
HACTENUSj A THOUSAND LINES; and other Poems. 

ARTHUR HALL, VIRTUE & Co. 25, Paternoster Row. 



In One Volume, price 6«. cloth lettered, 

TOIL AND TRIAL, 

A BTOBT OF LONDOliT LIFE. 

By MRS. NSWTON CROSLAND, (late Camilla Toulmin.) 
With Frontispiece by Jouw Lssch. 

AND 

THE DOUBLE CLAIM, 

A TALB OF BBAL LIFS. 
By MRS. T. K. HERVEY. With Frontispiece by Wkir. 

IToHcet of " Toil and THol.'* 

'* The book is well calculated to help an important movement." — 
Aihenaum. 

" She is a moralist, who draws truth from sorrow with the hand of a 
master, and depicts the miseries of mankind only that she may improve 
their condition." — BelFs Weekly Messenger, 

" All is simple, plain, and natural — presenting a real picture of the 
condition of a very large class of the community, whose feelings, frpm 
the very nature of their occupation, are softened by female intercourse, 
and who, in thousands of instances, brook, with the deepest anguish, the 
position in which the tastes and desires of civilization have placed them." 
— Standard of Freedom. 

" Mrs. Crosland's purpose is good." — Olobe. 

Second Edition, in Two Vols. fbap. 8vo, price 6#. in cloth, 

THE STOBT OF LILLY DAWSON, 

By CATHERINE CROWE, Author of " Susan Hopley," 
" Pippie's Warning," &c. &c. 

" Mrs. Crowe has eixhibited much skill and ability in the construction 
and development of her story." — Literary Oazeite. 

** A novel of very rare merit." — Messenger. 

" Mrs. Crowe's style possesses a charm which renders he work irre- 
sistible." — Dispatch, 

*' A narrative of stirring interest." — Jerrold's Paper, 

" A delightful tale, related with vigour, full of striking and original 
scenes, and an endless series of adventures, and displaying considerable 
acquaintance with human nAtvLte."— -Sunday Times. 

'* ' Lilly Dawson' is a creation worthy of Scott. The work will place 
Mrs. Crowe high among the living writers of fiction.*' — John Bull. 

In post octavo, 

BABON WILLIAM VON HUMBOLDT'S 
LETTERS TO A LADY. 

From the German. With Introduction, by Dr. Stebbino. 

" These Letters are inteiesting and delightftil compositions," — Liverpool 
Chronicle. 

** Sustained and animated throughout with a spirit of religion and 

philosophy The Letters before us evince a spirit of the purest 

kind, invigorated by thought and refined by literature."— i^ton^fard ctf 
Freedom. 

'* A most delightful hook.**^Bristol Mercury, 



ARTHUR HALL, VIRTUE & CO. 25, Patsbkostbb Row 



NEW ILLUSTRATED WORKS FOR THE YOUNG. 

Unifonnly pcUted In square 16ino. bandsQmely Iwmd in cloth, 

price 2$, 6d, each. 



STBATAGEMS. 

Br MRS. NEWTON CROSLAND, (late Camilla Tovlmzv.) 

"A sweet tale, penned in aftkUnoodriuidffi^hat^clIlinakeAraregift 
for a chUd."— 5i(ii. 



''THE ADVENTURES OF A DANCING DOG;" 

PIPPIE'S WARNING; 

OB, MIND YOUR TEMPER, 

Br CATHERINE CROWE, Author of *'Svsak HoPLmr," arc. 

** A capftai story.**— if MaNeum. 

" This is a capital child's l>ook.,"—Seoiim<M, 



WITH FOUR ILLUSTRATIONS. 

HT OLD PXTFILS. 

*«* The fermev wwk. of this Author, **Mt Schoolboy Dars,*' has 
attained great popularity, upwards often thousand copies haying been 
circulated in Ibis country akmt. 

Third Edition, with gilt edges, 

STORIES FROM THE GOSPELS, 

By MBS. HBNBY LYNCH, AuYBoa qw " Mauds Evriven am," £tc. 



With Flales on Steel, price 3#. 

HOW TO WIN LOVE; 

OR, RHODA'8 LESSON. 

Sr THE AUTHOR OF " MICHAZL THE HIKER, '^ BTC. 

♦* A rery captivating story."— Jlfor«lfif Pott. 

*' TruthfulnesSk descriptive talent and pure mooralltyiB erery Kne."— 
Literary Gaxttie. 

** Just what a story for children ought tol}e.'*--^I>o«f2a« JerroltTi New- 
pafer. 



Jn the Prest, 

PLEASANT PASTIME; 

Or, DRAWING ROOM DRAMAS, finr Prirate RepresenUtion 

by the Young. 

ARTHUR HALL, VIRTUE fr Co. 25, Patxrkostxr Row. 



THE 

HOFLAND LIBRARY: 

FOR THX 

INSTRUCTION AND AMUSEMENT OF YOUTH. 



QLLQUSTIKJ^TISS) Wfllffi^ (PILJ^TIS. 



EACH VOLUME HANDSOMELY BOUND IN EMBOSSED 
SCARLET CLOTH, WITH GILT EDGES, &c. 



FiBST Class, in 12ino. Price 2s. 6cL 



1. 


ALFRED CAMPBELL; or, 


8. MODERATION. 




Travels of a.Young Pilgrim. 


9. PATIENCE. 


2. 


DECISION ; a Tale. 


10. REFLECTION. 


3. 


ENERGY. 


11. SELF-DENIAL. 


4. 


FAREWELL TALES. 


12. YOUNG CADET J or, Travels 


5. 


FORTITUDE. 


in Hindostan. 


6. 


HUMILITY. 


IS. YOUNG PILGRIM; or, Al- 


7. 


INTEGRITY. 


fired Campbell's Return. 




Second Class, in 18mo. Price Is, 6d. 


1. 


ADELAIDE; ot^ Massacre of 


10. GOOD GRANDMOTHER 




St Bartholomew. 


AND HER OFFSPRING. 


3. 


AFFECTIONATE BRO- 


11. MERCHANT'S WIDOW and 




THERS. 


her YOUNG FAMILY. 


3. 


ALICE AND HER AUNT; 


12. RICH BOYS AND POOR 




or, Think before you Speak. 


BOYS, and other Tales. 


4. 


BARBADOS GIRL. 


13. THE SISTERS; a Domestic 


i. 


BLIND FARMER AND HIS 


Tale. 




CHILDREN. 


14. STOLEN BOY; an Indian 


6. 


CLERGYMAN'S WIDOW and 


Tale. 




her YOUNG FAMILY. 


15. WILLIAM AND HISUNCLE 


7. 


DAUGHTER-IN-LAW, HER 


BEN. 




FATHER AND FAMILY. 


16. YOUNG NORTHERN 


8. 


ELIZABETH AND HER 


TRAVELLER. 




THREE BEGGAR BOYS. 


17. YOUNG CRUSOE; or, Ship- 


0. 


GODMOTHER'S TALES. 


wrecked Boy. 




LONl 


)0N: 




PYBLISHSD (BT ASSIOKMBKl ( 


>T A. K. KBWMAV AKD CO.) BT 




ARTHUR HALL, VIRTUE ft 


CO. 23, Patsbvostbk Row. 



Jast Published, in fcap. 8vo. price 5$. 



.WITH NUMEROUS ENGRAVINGS, 



THE ILLUSTRATED YEAR-BOOK 



Of 



^uiite, €mrAs, Eii Mmmn; 



Edited bt a Popvlak Waiteiu 



Also, 



[In square post 8vo. price 5s. 
BEAUTIFULLY ILLUSTRATED BY RICHARD DOYLE, 



THE 



JUVENILE GALENDAB, 



AKD 



^QniAc ow iPSflO WISES. 



BY 



MRS. T. K. HERVEY. 



ARTHUR HALL, VIRTUE & CO. 25, Paternoster Row. 



In fcp. 8to. price 5«. clotb gilt, illustrated by Fbanklik, 

COLA MONTI; 

OK, THE STORY OF A GENIUS. A TALE FOR BOYS. 

BY THE AUTHOR O? "HOW TO WIN lOVB," ETC. 

'* We heartily commend it as delightful holiday reading." — Critic. 
" A lively narrative of school-boy adventures." 

" A very charming and admirably written volume. It is adapted to 
make boys better." 
" A simple and pleasing story of school-boy life."— John Bull, 



In 18mo. price U. 6d. cloth, with Frontispiece, 

M7 TOUNG COMPANIONS. 

By the Authot of « My Schoolboy Days," " My Old Pupils." 



In fcap. 8vo. cloth, price 2«. 6d. or 3s. witli gilt edges, 

TRUTH IS EVERYTHING. 

BY MRS. THOMAS G£LDART» 
AUTHOR or "snolakd's forty counties," etc. 



In square post 8vo. price 3«. 6d. with Illustrations by A. Cooper, R.A. 

THE VOICE OF MANY WATERS, 

' BY MRS. DAVID OSBORNE, 

"The langiiage i^ singularly and most appropriately simple, and the 
style attractive, while the information cohveyed is various and interesting. 
We cordially recommend it."— C^iircA of England Quarterly Review. 

"The design of this book is excellent."— ?re«A:/y Times. 

" A pretty story book...conveying geographical knowledge in a manner 
likely to charm the youthAil xoXn^.— Britannia, 



Also, price is. illustrated by A. Cooper, R.A. 

THE FAMILY SEPULCHRE, 

BY MRS. HENRY LYNCH, 
ARTHUR HALL, VIRTUE & Co. 25, PATERNOsrER Row. 



S£COND EDITIOK, REVISED AND COaRECTED, 
WITH AN INDEX, 

GHEMISTBY NO MYSTERY 

Being the subjeet-matter of a Coune of Lectures by 

Dr. SC0FFBB,K. 

illustratfH tlrongtottt tpitt JBtogtamt anlr USSoolrcuta. 

In 12mo. cloth lettered, price 5s, 



Third Edition, revised and corrected, 

BAKBWELL'S 

PHILOSOPHIGAL CONVERSATIONS. 

ILLDBTBATID WITH DIAQBA1C8 AND WO<»>017T8. 
In I2mo. cloth, price 5s, 



A NEW TREATISE 

oir 

THE GAME OF CHESS. 

BY GEORGE WAI.KER, ESa 
Ninth Edititm, 12mo. cloth lettered, reduced to 5s, 



New Edition, price S«. 

THE MANUAL OF HERALDRY. 

. IX.LU8T11ATBD BT T0U& HVKDBED BNOBAVINOS OIT WOOD. 



Also, price $s, uniform with the above, 

A NEW MANUAL OF PERSPECTIVE. 

Illustrated by numerous Engravings, 



Second Edition, in 12mo. cloth, price 6«. 

STUDIES IN ENGLISH POETRY. 

EDITED BY JOSEPH PAYNE. 

With short Biographical Sketches and Notes, intended as a Text-book 
for the higher classes in Schools, and as an Introduction to the 
study of English Literature. 

*tn preparation, uniform with the above, by the same Editor. 

STUDIES IN ENGLISH PROSE. 

ARTHUR HALL, VIRTUE 8c Co. 25, Patbknostbb Row. 

B. CLAY, PRIKTBR, BHBAO SrBBBT HXLL. 



It 



t^ 



5. 




;^. 



t** 



